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Leon Marchlewski, Edward Schunck and research into chlorophyll

Edward Schunk and Leon Marchlewski were to play a decisive part in the history  

of research on chemistry of chlorophyll and its derivatives. During only a few-year stay  

of Marchlewski in the Schunck laboratories in Kersal outside Manchester, a groundbreaking 

invention in the history of biochemistry took place: the close chemical relationship on the 

level of chlorophyll derivatives and haemoglobin was revealed.  Also then, despite a conside-

Marchlewski just at the start, they became close friends. 

On the basis of the collection of original Schunk’s letters to Marchlewski, written in the 

years 1889–1902, we tried to reconstruct the character of their relationship in science, con-

fronting topics raised in the letters with works published at the time. We sought to establish 

whether Schunk could have been inspired by research of his Polish colleague and, in turn,  

described the state of knowledge on chlorophylls and their derivatives at the turn of the 19th 

and 20th centuries.  
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