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1. Academic Degrees

(A) DSc. in legal history 

István Stipta, Professor of the Department of Legal History, Jurisprudence and Church 
Law at Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in Hungary, Budapest, re-
ceived the academic degree of Doctor of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (DSc.). 
His public defense was held at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences headquarters on 
November 12, 2020. The title of his thesis was “A pénzügyi közigazgatási bíróság lé-
trejötte és működése (1884–1896)” [The Establishment and the Functioning of the Court 
of Financial Administration (1884–1896)].1 It is noteworthy that Professor Stipta was 
nominated for this academic degree with his monography of the previous year2 and 
was awarded the Order of Merit of the Hungarian Republic, Officer’s Cross in 2021 for 
his academic and educational oeuvres.

1   For the whole dissertation see: http://real-d.mtak.hu/1163/7/dc_1556_18_doktori_mu.pdf (accessed: 
31.01.2022).

2   Stipta, A pénzügyi közigazgatási bíróság. Another monograph of a neighbouring topic of Professor 
Stipta is: Stipta, A magyar történelmi alkotmány. Besides this monographs, Professor Stipta also published 
several papers, among which the followings are especially to be mentioned. Stipta, “Die Ansichten”, and 
Stipta, “Cesare Beccaria”.
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(B) Habilitation in legal history 

(1) Norbert Varga, associate Professor at the University of Szeged, Department of 
Hungarian Legal History, held his habilitation lectures in Szeged on March 29, 2021. 
Based on his research on the Hungarian cartels,3 his lecture was “The Operation of the 
Cartel Supervisory Public Authorities according to Act XX of 1931,”4 with an English 
summary, while his lecture for the students was on the systems of proof in the early mod-
ern procedure law. After the successful lectures and the public debate, Norbert Varga was 
granted his habilitation.

(2) Kinga Bódiné Beliznai, Associate Professor of the Department of the History of 
Hungarian State and Law at ELTE Eötvös Lóránd University Budapest, held her ha-
bilitation lectures in Budapest on November 2, 2021. Based on her research on the 
Hungarian jurisdiction,5 she spoke first to the students about the Organization of 
the Hungarian Jurisdiction before 1848. The topic of the second lecture, which was pres-
ented to members of the expert public and the official committee with a German sum-
mary, was the “Responsibility of the Judges in the second half of the 19th century in 
Hungary” (Die disziplinäre Verantwortlichkeit von Richtern in Ungarn in der zweiten 
Hälfte des 19. Jahrhunderts).6 After the successful lectures and the public debate, Kinga 
Bódiné Beliznai was granted her habilitation. Besides the habilitation, she also co-ed-
ited a volume on the thirtieth anniversary of the regime change in 1989 with Gergely 
Gosztonyi.7 

(C) PhD in legal history

(1) Péter Nagy, assistant lecturer at Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in 
Hungary, Budapest, in the Department of Legal History, Jurisprudence and Church Law, 
defended his PhD dissertation successfully on June 25, 2020, at the same university. 
His research topic was family law, with special regard for the dissolution of marriage 
among the Calvinists. The title of his thesis was “A házasság felbontásának dogmatikája, 
jogi normái és gyakorlata a 19. századi Erdélyben” (The Dogmatics, Legal Norms and 
Practice of Marriage Dissolution in Transylvania in the 19th century).8 In his work, the 
candidate examined both the substantial and the procedural law of marriage in the prac-
tice of the High Court of Marital Procedures in Transylvania.9

3   See further Varga, “The European Roots”, or Varga, “The Research”, or Varga, “Provisions on Arbitra-
tion”, or Varga, “Between Public and Private Law”.

4   Varga, A kartellfelügyelet.
5   See further Bódiné Beliznai, “Materielle”, or Bódiné Beliznai, “Änderungen der ungarischen Gerichts- 

organisation”, or Bódiné Beliznai, “Beurteilung und strafrechtliche Regelung”.
6   For the monograph upon the lecture was based, see Bódiné Beliznai, Hivatás és függetlenség.
7   Bódiné Beliznai, Gosztonyi, Mezey, A rendszerváltás harminc éve.
8   For the English summary see http://corvina.kre.hu:8080/phd/Nagy_Peter_Summary.pdf (accessed: 

20.03.2022).
9   Some of the candidate’s previous papers include Nagy, “Az erdélyi református házassági”, or Nagy, 

“A házassági bíráskodás”.
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(2) Balázs Rigó, author of this summary and assistant lecturer in the Department of 
Roman Law and Comparative Legal History at the ELTE Eötvös Loránd University, 
Faculty of Law, made his public defense of his PhD thesis on November 6, 2020. His 
research included the humanist theory of the state and especially the legal thought of 
patriarchalism and Sir Robert Filmer. His dissertation was “Sir Robert Filmer és a pa-
triarchális államelmélet. Érzelmek, család és a hatalom legitimációja a kora újkorban” 
(Sir Robert Filmer and the Patriarchal Theory of the State. Emotions, Family and the 
Legitimacy of Power in the Early Modern Age).10 

(3) Zoltán Attila Liktor, PhD student, defended successfully his doctoral thesis titled, 
“A rendi dualizmus garanciáinak jelentősége a Magyar Királyságban. Különös tekintettel 
a 16–17. századi Habsburg-magyar (közjogi) viszonyra” (The Importance of Guarantees 
of the Dualism of the Estates in the Hungarian Kingdom with a Special Regard to the 
Habsburg-Hungarian Public Legal Relationship in the 17th century)11 on February 18, 
2021, at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University. The candidate’s research included 
the political institutions of the early modern Hungarian Kingdom and the history of the 
Spanish Habsburgs.12

(4) Izabella Drócsa, PhD student at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest, 
and nominated lecturer in the Department of Legal History of the same university, had 
her PhD degree successfully granted on March 18, 2021. The title of her thesis was 
“Rendtörvények a két világháború között, különös tekintettel az állami és társadalmi 
rend hatályosabb védelméről szóló 1921. évi III. törvény anyagi és eljárásjogi elemzé-
sére a Budapesti Királyi Törvényszéken kialakult bírói gyakorlaton keresztül” (Laws 
of Order in Interwar Hungary). With a Special Regard to the Material and Procedural 
Analysis of Act III in 1921 on the More Efficient Protection of the Public and Social 
Order of the State in the Practice of the Royal Court of Budapest]. Her preliminary re-
search included several case studies and the history of landmark cases of political crimes 
committed in the epoch.13

(5) Gábor Bathó, assistant lecturer at the University of Public Service, Budapest, defend-
ed successfully his doctoral (PhD) dissertation entitled, “A magyar kormány szerkeze-
tének változásai és működése egyes aspektusai Magyarországon 1848 és 1944 között” 
(Changes in the Structure and Certain Aspects of the Government in Hungary between 
1848 and 1944) at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University on May 31, 2021.14 His 

10   Among his research the following papers may be mentioned. Rigó, “Ancient Roman History” or Rigó, 
“Essay”. For the summary of the thesis see https://edit.elte.hu/xmlui/static/pdf-viewer-master/external/pdfjs-
2.1.266-dist/web/viewer.html?file=https://edit.elte.hu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10831/50311/Rigo_B_Theses.
pdf?sequence=3&amp;isAllowed=y (access: 3.03.2022).

11   For the Spanish summary of the dissertation see https://jak.ppke.hu/uploads/articles/12332/file/Lik-
tor_Zoltan_Attila_tezissv.pdf (accessed: 23.03.2022).

12   For the main papers on the topic see Liktor, “A trónbetöltés”.
13   Drócsa, “The Transformation”, or Drócsa, “Köztársasági elnökből”, or Drócsa, “Bűncselekményt”.
14   For the English abstract of the dissertation see (accessed: 14.02.2022) https://jak.ppke.hu/uploads/

articles/12332/file/Batho_Gabor_tezisav.pdf.
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preliminary research focused mainly on the 19th century and on the early formation of 
the governmental structure.15

(6) Szabolcs Nagy, PhD student defended his thesis successfully at the Széchenyi István 
University, Győr on September 7, 2021. The title of his dissertation was “1919-es 
«kommunista bűnperek» az Észak-Dunántúlon. A Tanácsköztársaság vidéki szervei 
működésének és az azokkal kapcsolatos büntetőjogi felelősségre vonásnak egyes kérdé-
sei a helyi perek tükrében” (“Communist trials” of 1919 in Northern Transdanubia Some 
Issues Related to the Functioning of the Rural Bodies of the Soviet Republic of Hungary 
and Related Criminal Liability in the Light of Local Trials).16

(7) Dóra Frey, PhD candidate and assistant lecturer at the Andrássy Universität, Budapest, 
defended her doctoral dissertation on November 12, 2021. The title of her work was 
“Jogi eszközök a népességmozgás megvalósításában Tolna megyében 1944–1948 
között” (Legal Means in the Execution of the Forced Migration in County Tolna between 
1944–1948).17 It should be mentioned that the preliminary research of the candidate was 
significantly extended, touching even the field of legal ethnography.18

2. Monographs and Edited Books in the Sphere of Hungarian 
Legal History

The silence in the conferences also allowed for the publication of monographs, among 
which there are volumes of former PhD students and works of Professors. Chronologically, 
the pieces range from Antiquity to the end of the 20th century.

There are two monographs from the Ancient Times. Professor, Éva Jakab analyzed 
the relationship between the antique state and democracy,19 while Miklós Kelemen dealt 
with the crisis of the late Roman Empire.20

Professor emeritus László Blazovich published two works. One is a bilingual Latin-
Hungarian edition of the Summa legum brevis, levis et utilis by Raymundus Parthenopei, 
which is an Italian course book from the late Middle Ages used in Hungary, and the other 

15   Bathó, “Changes”, or Bathó, “The Original Structure”, or Bathó, “Les signes”, or Bathó, “Govern-
ment”.

16   For the most recent papers of his research see Nagy, “Kommunistische Strafprozesse”, or Nagy, 
“Adalékok”, or Nagy, “Paranoiás Nagy-Románia?”. For the English summary of the dissertation see https://
doktiskjog.sze.hu/downloadmanager/details/id/39288/m/3620 (accessed: 10.03.2022).

17   For the German summary of the thesis see https://edit.elte.hu/xmlui/static/pdf-viewer-master/ex-
ternal/pdfjs-2.1.266-dist/web/viewer.html?file=https://edit.elte.hu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10831/57924/
T%c3%a9zisek%20n%c3%a9met__Pdfa.pdf?sequence=3&amp;isAllowed=y (accessed: 01.02.2022).

18   Frey, “The Influence”, or Frey, “Vom Nationalitätenministerium”, or Frey, “Kollektive Bestrafung”, 
or Frey, “Regulation of the Citizenship”.

19   Jakab, Állam és demokrácia.
20   Kelemen, A megmentett válság. Besides this volume, he had a paper of the similar topic. Kelemen and 

Csehes, “Válság vagy reform?”.
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is the Law Code of Buda from the Middle Ages.21 Remaining in the Middle Ages, Prof. 
Elemér Balogh published a work on the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of Bavaria.22 
Prof. Balogh also published and edited a volume of collected essays on topics at the end 
of the 19th century, both in European and Hungarian legal history23.

Professor Béla P. Szabó published a work examining the influence of German po-
litical science on Hungarian political thought in the 17th century.24 Remaining in the 
early modern age, Péter Nagy published his first monograph on Calvinist marital law in 
Transylvania.25

Professor emeritus Gábor Máthé issued a thorough comprehension of the legal sourc-
es of Hungarian public law from the beginnings of the early modern age to the very 
present.26 Máté Pétervári also published his first monograph on the establishment of the 
lower administrative districts, the township.27 To honor and appreciate Professor Máthé, 
a huge volume was also published by Zsuzsanna Peres and Gábor Bathó.28

Professor Barna Mezey edited several volumes, too. He both had his own collected 
essays,29 and a collection of his colleagues’ papers.30 This last volume, the Interferences, 
had more than a dozen contributions, among which the notable ones deserve a spe-
cial mention.31 Meanwhile in 2021, two special issues were published in the frame of 
Jogtörténeti Szemle (Journal of Legal History) by Mezey as editor-in-chief in English 
and German languages, which can be regarded as edited volumes because of their 

21   Parthenopeis, A törvények rövid.
22   Balogh, Középkori bajor egyházi.
23   Balogh, Centenaria. There is a short summary of Raymundus’s Summa by prof. Blazovich’s in this 

volume, Blazovich, “Zusammenhänge zwischen den Quellen”. Professor Balogh also published several 
papers of which these are to be mentioned. Balogh, “Anfänge der ungarischen Strafrechtsdogmatik”, and 
Balogh, “Die Rolle”. However, in the Centenaria volume for a topic of excursion see Szabó, “The Right of 
Asylum”.

24   Szabó, A német politikatudomány hatása. Besides this monograph, Professor Szabó also wrote other 
papers on the history of early modern jurisprudence. Szabó, “Die Organisation”, and Szabó, “Grenzenlose 
(Rechts) Wissenschaft”, and Szabó, “Egy 17. századi magyar «közjog»”.

25   Nagy, Erdélyi református házassági bíráskodás.
26   Máthé, Közép-Európa. Besides this volume, he also published a paper on the same topic. Máthé, 

“Die klassische Epoche”. Megyeri-Pálffi had several edited volumes in years 2020–2021, like Megyeri-Pálffi, 
A jogszolgáltatás, or Megyeri-Pálffi, A Székesfehérvári Törvényszék, or Megyeri-Pálffi, Szuverenitáskutatás.

27   Pétervári, A járások kialakítása. Besides this monograph, Pétervári published some biographs of 
legal scholars too and a paper on bankruptcy. Pétervári, “Ereky István”, and Pétervári, “Óvári Kelemen”, and 
Pétervári, “The Bankruptcy Act”.

28   Peresand Bathó, Ünnepi. Beke-Martos, “William Howard Taft”, Kelemen, “Adalékok a katonai”, 
Képes, “A parlamenti képviselet, Korsósné, “Álorcásság és stellionatus”, Szabó, István. “A Szent Korona”.

29   Mezey, Ungarische Rechtsgeschichte. For prof. Mezey’s another paper see, Mezey, “Was von der 
ersten Strafnovelle ausblieb”.

30   Mezey, “Kölcsönhatások”. Prof. Mezey’s paper in the Wendepunkte volume is the “Änderung der 
ungarischen Verfassung”. In the Wendepunkte volume besides the above mentioned ones, the followings are 
to be noted. Horváth, “Geschichte”, and Képessy, “Der Einfluss”.

31   Homoki-Nagy, “A nemesi magánjog”, and Beke-Martos, “Az elfeledett (alkotmányos) dokumentum”, 
Képes, “A magyar kereskedelmi jogi”, Képessy, “Az Ideiglenes Törvénykezési”, Heil, “Adalékok”.
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content.32 He also launched the new version of Hungarian Constitutional History with 
Gergely Gosztonyi.33 

Besides the anniversary of the 30 years of the regime change,34 there were other jubilar 
works. Professor Attila Barna published a volume of collected papers on the Centenary 
of the Trianon Peace Treaty.35

There was even an edited collection of papers from a Croatian-Hungarian Seminar 
between the University of Zagreb and ELTE Eötvös Loránd University.36	

3. Papers and Essays

Although the significant amount of the abovementioned titles and topics, some tenden-
cies can be perceived. Namely, besides the codification and legislation,37 the biogra-
phies, the history of jurisprudence38 and the history of family law39 in a broad sense were 
popular in the present two years just as papers on social policy.40 The history of criminal 
law is an always-popular topic in Hungarian legal history, just like the public law of the 
interwar period41 and the centenary of the reign of Charles IV including his coronation 

32   Homoki-Nagy, “Entwicklung”, Révész, “Die Formveränderung”, Szabó, “Innere Autonomien”, Ba-
logh, “Settlement”, Gosztonyi, “Early Regulation”, Képes, “A brief history”, Korsósné, “Definitions and 
Interpretations”, Megyeri-Pálffi, “The Architectural Background”. For the German issue see: https://majt.
elte.hu/media/9e/97/c2001be0b99ed5bbceee59bf5a857e4761b1a61ef180920e529e04d996e8/MAJT-Jogtor-
teneti-Szemle-2021KSZ-nemet.pdf (accessed: 31.03.2022). For the English issue see https://majt.elte.hu/
media/2f/d5/a8652e0040175bd6a93a056e1700c41d6bf6ac7802b2514f07628dec1daf/MAJT-Jogtorteneti-
Szemle-2021KSZ-angol.pdf (accessed: 31.03.2022).

33   Mezey and Gosztonyi, Magyar alkotmánytörténet.
34   For a great paper of the political-legal settlement of the time see, Papp, “A rendszerváltás mint”.
35   Barna, Trianon 100. Professor Barna also had an article in the volume of Wendepunkte, Barna, “Das 

Weiterleben”.
36   Gosztonyi, Képessy and Kosnica, Sic itur ad astra V.
37   Földi, “The transformations”. Balogh, “Debates in Articles”, from the same author see further Balogh, 

“How to Make a Civil Code”, Képes, “An Overview”, Képes, “Abolishment”, Heil, “A nemesi vármegye”, 
Heil, “Országos és vármegyei büntetőjogi”.

38   Földi, “False friends”, and Szabó, “Helle Károly”, and Szabó, “Kiss Mór”, or see for example Peres, 
“Ifj. Mailáth György”, or see Nagy, “Ujlaki Miklós”, Rigó, “From the Student’s Drama Group”.

39   E.Cs. Herger had several articles on marital law, among them the most important are Herger, “Das 
Nebeneinanderleben”, Herger, “Eherecht in Ungarn”. In the same volume see Professor Barna’s paper, Bar-
na, “Strafrechtlicher Schutz”. Further, see Herger, “Die Errungenschaftsgemeinschaft”, Peres, “Prenuptial 
Agreements”, Peres, “Az özvegyek jogai”. Or see Szabó, “Let her remain”. See further Nagy, “A per viam 
instantiae”.

40   Szépvölgyi, “A szegényügy dualizmuskori rendezése”, Szépvölgyi, “Gondolatok”, Rigó, “Guild Sup-
port”, Tussay, “Plague discourse”.

41   Szabó, “Kampf um das Wahlrecht”, Képes, “Regent”. In the same volume see further Képessy, “The 
Development”.

Balázs Rigó
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gave inspiration42 for research too, besides other very useful and thought-provoking pa-
pers that could not be included into this categorization.43

In a short conclusion, we can firmly state that though the pandemic situation hindered 
the organization of conferences and caused a shortage of literature and libraries, the sum-
mary of the most important articles and books in this paper shows that science should 
prevail and find its way even in hard times.
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