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1. Academic Degrees

Two doctorates were earned in legal history in Hungary in 2019. One went to Lilla Anna 
Árkosy from the Department of Roman Law of the University of Szeged Faculty of Law. 
Dr. Árkosy’s research topic1 is related to trademark law. The title of her doctoral thesis 
is “Az árujelzőktől a védjegyig”. Her supervisor was Professor Éva Jakab.2 The public 
submission of her thesis took place at the Szeged branch of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences on 23 September 2019.

The second went to Márton Kálnoki-Gyöngyössy from the Doctoral School of 
Public Administration Sciences of the National University of Public Service for 
his  research on legal history. Dr. Márton’s research topic was the legislative procedures 
related to Hungarian museums. The title of his doctoral thesis is A magyar múzeumügy 
a jogszabályalkotás tükrében (1777–2010) [Hungarian Museums and Legislation 
(1777–2010)],3 The submission of Dr. Márton’s doctoral thesis took place at the National 
University of Public Service on 12 April 2019. His supervisor was Zsuzsanna Peres.4

1 Árkosy, “Védjegyjog határok”; Árkosy, “Védjegyjog a játékpiacon”.
2 Jakab, “Szerződés és konszenzus”; Jakab, “Ein fideicommissum”.
3 Kálnoki-Gyöngyössy, A magyar múzeumügy. 
4 Peres, “A relational contract”.
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2. Monographs and Books in the Sphere of Hungarian Legal 
History

Several books on legal history were presented in Hungary in 2019. On 4 October 
Fejezetek a Szegedi Törvényszék 150 éves joggyakorlatából, the latest volume of the 
series of books presenting the history of the Szeged Regional Court, managed by the 
University of Szeged Faculty of Hungarian Legal History was solemnly presented in 
the building of the Szeged Regional Court.5 The editors of the book were: head of the 
Department of Hungarian Legal History, Mária Homoki-Nagy6, Associate Professor 
Norbert Varga7 and senior lecturer Máté Pétervári.8 The volume is the fourth book that 
endeavours to explore the history of the Szeged Regional Court through judicial prac-
tice.9 In the present volume, we find several stories related to cases of private law, ac-
counts of loan-sharking, and glimpses into judicial practice related to bankruptcy pro-
ceedings.

Tamás Antal, an instructor in the Department of Constitutional and Legal History at 
the Faculty of Law, had two monographs published in 2019. In one of them, he deals 
with the history of the jury, while in the other one, he covers the history of the Szeged 
Court of Appeal. The latter is the fourth and final part of our series of books.10 The work 
presents the history of the court between 1938 and 1950, thus ending with the termina-
tion of the regional courts.

In 2019, the book by Professor András Patyi of the National University of Public 
Service on the history of administrative jurisdiction was published. The purpose of the 
book is to support the understanding of 21st-century contemporary administrative juris-
diction, especially that of administrative procedural law, by demonstrating its theoretical 
and historical background.11

The work by Instructor Zoltán Megyeri-Pálffi of the University of Debrecen Faculty 
of Legal History exploring the history of the Royal Court of the Pest Region was also 
published.12

The work by Barna Mezey, head of the Hungarian State and Legal History Department 
of the Eötvös Lóránt University Faculty of Law, exploring the history of the Hungarian 
prison system was presented.13

Public notary Gábor Rokolya’s book demonstrating the history of nationalized public 
notaries was published.14

5 Homoki-Nagy, Varga, Pétervári, A Szegedi Törvényszék.
6 Homoki-Nagy, “Történetek a Szegedi”.
7 Varga, “Árdrágító visszaélésekkel”.
8 Máté Pétervári, “Csődeljárások a Szegedi”.
9 Homoki-Nagy, Krusóczki, Pétervári, A Szegedi Törvényszék; Homoki-Nagy, Masa, A Szegedi 

Törvényszék története.
10 Antal, Fejezetek a Szegedi; Antal, Az angol.
11 Patyi, A magyar közigazgatási.
12 Megyeri-Pálffi, Epizódok a Pestvidéki.
13 Mezey, Lőrincz, A magyar.
14 Rokolya, Az államosított.
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Háborúk alkotások, életutak. Tanulmányok a 17. század közepének európai 
történelméről, a volume of studies edited by Gábor Nagy and Noémi Viskolcz, managed 
by the Miskolc University Press was published. Legal historian György Képes’s study 
entitled The effects of the peace treaties of 1658 and 1660 on Denmark’s constitutional 
development was also included in the volume.15

Finally, among notable works published in 2019 was the monograph by, university 
professor and head of department (University of Szeged Faculty of Law, Department 
of Legal History) Prof. Dr. Mária Homoki-Nagy entitled Az általam megkért hiteles 
tanúk előtt a következő végső rendelésemet tészem… Jobbágy-parasztok végrendeletei 
Szentes mezővárosban which was presented in the Klebelsberg Library of the University 
of Szeged, on 11 June. On this occasion, historian (University of Szeged, Faculty of Arts, 
Department of Modern-day Hungarian History) Dr. László Marjanuczhad moderated 
a discussion with the author. 

3. Collections of Essays and Conferences

A conference entitled Az emlékezés erejével... which was a part of the jurisdictional 
history exhibition and conference tour took place in Győr on 7 February 2019, organised 
by the National Office for the Judiciary, the Győr Regional Court, and the Szent István 
University Deák Ferenc Faculty of Law and Political Sciences. The opening lecture of 
the conference, entitled A polgári peres eljárás kodifikációjának első fejezete – Az ok-
trojált normától a kodifikációig, was presented by Professor Barna Mezey. The princi-
ples and system of Article LIV of 1868 on civil procedures were reviewed by Associate 
Professor Attila Barna, while Attila Menyhárd, dean of the Eötvös Lóránd University 
Faculty of Law, talked about the role of the judge in jurisdictional issues.16

On 12 February 2019 the round of events of the Saint Adrian Millennium Memorial 
Year of the Hungarian law-enforcement agency started with an academic conference 
entitled Ezer év hazánk és szakmánk történetében. Following the conference held at 
the Eötvös Lóránd Faculty of Law, an interactive three-day informative series of pro-
grammes started in order to demonstrate the new procedures implemented by the law-
enforcement agency to increase their social awareness and acknowledgement.

On 4 April 2019 the Faculty of Political Sciences and Public Administration of the 
National University of Public Service organized a conference entitled 150 éves az 1869. 
évi IV. törvénycikk. At this jubilee conference, university professor and head of depart-
ment Barna Mezey gave a lecture entitled Az 1869. évi IV. törvénycikk hatása a mag-
yar börtönügy profiljára. Associate Professor Kinga Bódiné Beliznai gave an overview 
of 19th and 20th century judicial payment clearing pursuits in her lecture entitled Adj 
a bírónak aranyat, tied az igazság. A bírók anyagi függetlensége. University tutor Attila 

15 Képes, Az 1658. és 1660.
16 Mezey, “A dualista”; Menyhárd, “Közjogi vagy”.
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Horváth discussed the question of the jurisprudence of the 1950s in a lecture entitled 
Amikor nem érvényesült a hatalommegosztás elmélete.17

On 6 September, 2019, the Court of Gyula organized a jurisdictional history con-
ference entitled Részletek az ítélkezési tevékenység történetéből, különös tekintettel 
a Békés megyei vonatkozásokra. After President of the Court Árpád Gyula Bagdi’s open-
ing speech, judge Mária Bagossyné Körtvélyesi conveyed a message of greeting from 
Tünde Handó, President of the National Office for the Judiciary. University professor 
Mária Homoki-Nagy (University of Szeged Faculty of Law, Department of Hungarian 
Legal History) elaborated on the jurisprudence of the Court of Gyula with examples 
from cases of family law and inheritance law from the 1920s.18

Organised by the National Office for the Judiciary and the Hungarian Academy of 
Justice, on 19–20 September, an international conference, at which Hungarian and for-
eign legal scholars praised the significance of Article IV of 1869 on exercising judicial 
power, took place in the course of the Jurisdictional History Week at the Palace of Justice. 
At the conference, Révész T. Mihály, a member of the research group, talked about the 
elimination of judicial freedom in the 1945–1950 period, and Prof. Barna Mezey ana-
lysed the relations between Article IV of 1869 with the historical constitution.19

In 2019 the Szegedi Jogtörténeti Napok conference, which is held every other year, 
took place for the ninth time, organized by the University of Szeged Department of 
Legal History and led by Prof. Dr. Mária Homoki-Nagy, between 13 and 15 November, 
2019 at the headquarters building of the Szeged Regional Committee. The agenda of the 
conference was broadened by the dedicated session that, commemorating the 135th an-
niversary of the introduction of the first Hungarian copyright law, dealt with the issues 
of copyrights, and was carried out on the initiative and with the support of the National 
Intellectual Property Office. At the conference, researchers dealing with legal history 
presented their latest research findings.20

17 Mezey, “Az európai”; Beliznai, “A bírák”, Horváth, “A bírósági”. 
18 Homoki-Nagy, “A magyar”; Homoki-Nagy, “A három”.
19 Gosztonyi, Révész, “Laudatio”.
20 László, “Caducitas és devolutio”, László, “Az Árpád-kori”; Biró. “Foundations of the Uncodified”; 

Biró. “The legal institution”. Rigó. “The Methods”; Rigó, “Norms and Legal Practice”; Liktor, “„Közjogi vihar 
a Széll-csendben, Biczó, “Benedikt Carpzov”; Bathó, “A főrendiház közjogi”; Nagy, “Az erdélyi református”, 
Szépvölgyi, “A fogyasztói jogviták”; Szépvölgyi. “A szigorított őrizet”; Drócsa, “Határ a királysértés”, 
Szivós. “The Eventualmaxime”; Szivós. “Questions about the Principle”, Szabó, “Nagyszebentől Bécsig”; 
Legeza. “Development of the Hungarian”; Völgyesi, “Church Archival”, Nagy, A jogi kultúrtörténet; Béli, 
“Időmúlás”; Béli, Benedek Ferenc; Herger, “Az igazságosság”; Korsósné Delacasse, “A calumnia”; Papp, 
“A rendi dualizmustól”; Lehotay. “Büntetőjogi joggyakorlat”; Szabó, “Az 1919-es Erzberger-féle”, Bognár, 
Farkas, Györkő, Nagy, Varga. “A családról”; Koncz, “The development”; Képessy, “Az út a kiegyezéshez”; 
Balogh, “A városi bíráskodás”; Balogh, “How to Make”; Varga, “The Jurisdiction”; Frenkel, Varga (ed.). New 
Studies in History and LawVarga, “Regulation and Practice”; Varga, “A főispán”; Varga “Az I. világháború”; 
Beke-Martos, “Strukturwandel und Privatrecht”; Frey, “Strafe ohne Schuld”; Mezey, Die Auswirkungen 
politisch-sozialer.
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4. Appointments and Awards

On 23 August 2019 Dr. Szabolcs Szuromi, Rector of Pázmány Péter Catholic University 
appointed legal historian Professor Dr. István Szabó dean for another three year term.

The management of the Eötvös Lóránd University Faculty of Law gave the Lippay 
Award of 2019 to professor of legal history and head of department Dr. Barna Mezey in 
acknowledgement of his university management work over the course of several dec-
ades, his efforts taken in favour of the development of the Faculty of Law, and his im-
pressive activity in establishing a new school of thought in the field of the Hungarian 
state and legal history.

Based on the decision of the Board of Trustees of the Szegedért Alapítvány [For 
Szeged Foundation], the major award of the Foundation in 2019 was awarded to le-
gal historian and university professor, Dr. Mária Homoki-Nagy. The presentation of the 
award, which acknowledged the award winner’s work as an instructor, researcher, and 
supervisor, took place on 12 March 2019, in the National Theatre of Szeged.

Finally, on 31 October 2019, the award ceremony of the Pro Scientia, Pro Arte and 
Junior Pro Scientia Gold Medals took place at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
Altogether four medals were awarded in 2019 in the fields of political sciences and law. 
Two of the four medals were awarded to young researchers researching legal history. In 
2019, Enikő Szépvölgyi, doctoral candidate of the Széchenyi István University Doctoral 
School of Law and Political Sciences (supervisor: Professor Barna Mezey) was awarded 
the Pro Scientia Gold Medal. Enikő’s research topic is connected with the development 
of issues of poverty in Hungary. Furthermore, Bence Krusóczki, doctoral candidate of 
the University of Szeged Doctoral School of Law and Political Sciences was awarded 
a Pro Scientia Gold Medal (supervisors: Prof. Mária Homoki-Nagy and Norbert Varga). 
Bence’s research topic is in connection with the jurisprudence of the first competition 
law in Hungary.
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