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Abstract

This study started from the empirical puzzle related to the Romanian
diaspora’s vote for AUR in the 2020 parliamentary elections. Although
the literature on AUR offers a variety of explanations for its success
both in the country and in the diaspora, my study proposes a further
explanation inspired by the concept of fantasy developed in Lacanian
psychoanalysis and later translated into nationalism studies. The method
of data collection used in this study was social media ethnography. My
dataset is a collection of 25 primary sources from the party’s online
campaign for the 2024 European elections. Based on this dataset, this
study argues that AUR produces a political fantasy through its discourse,
which is structured around three components: a golden-age nostalgia,
which is a metaphor for different historical periods of Romania; a set of
two villains, which embody the current Romanian political establishment
and the Brussels neo-Marxists; and an identification mechanism, namely
the concept of “AUR militia” (or oaste, in Romanian), which refers to
all those who support the idea of a sovereign Romania. This study
contributes to the literature from a theoretical perspective by presenting
a hypothesis on the 20% that the AUR obtained in the diaspora in the
2020 parliamentary elections, as well as the result that it obtained in
the 2024 European elections. From an empirical perspective, this is the
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first academic analysis of the AUR’s campaign for the 2024 European
elections, although my research does not examine the entire campaign,
but only its online component.

KEYWORDS: populism, diaspora nationalism, Lacanian psychoanalysis,
national nostalgia and trauma, political fantasy and identification

SLOWA KLUCZOWE: populizm, nacjonalizm diasporyczny, psycho-
analiza lacanowska, nostalgia narodowa i trauma, fantazja polityczna
i identyfikacja

Introduction

This paper focuses on Central and Eastern Europe and the increasing pow-
er of nationalist parties in this region. In the case of Romania, nationalist
parties have attempted to enter Romanian politics, but with little success
(Soare and Tufis 2023). However, in the 2020 parliamentary elections, a con-
servative or, according to some commentators, right-wing party managed
to pass the Romanian electoral threshold and enter parliament. In these
elections, the Alliance for the Union of Romanians (hereafter referred to
as AUR), founded in 2019, entered the Romanian parliament with 20% of
the expatriate vote. Four years later, AUR received 14.65% of the votes of
Romanians living abroad in the 2024 European Parliament elections; these
results show that the Romanian diaspora is increasingly leaning towards
the right. The literature attempting to explain AUR’s success has offered
a variety of explanations. One explanation concerns AUR’s strategy; the
party leadership’s previous ties with diaspora communities may shed light
on how it succeeded (Soare and Tufis 2023). A second explanation examines
the policy agenda set out in its manifesto, with the aim of understanding
the national vote and diaspora support. This explanation reveals the multi-
layered construction of AUR’s ideology and the party’s tripartite concept of
the nation, which includes not only the Romanian population living with-
in Romania’s borders, but also the historical diaspora from neighbouring
states and the economic diaspora in Western Europe (Popescu and Vesalon
2023). A third explanation suggests that the Covid-19 pandemic was seen by
the party as an opportunity to gain electoral capital (Craciun and Taranu
2023). Thus, AUR’s anti-Covid rhetoric and stance against government re-
strictions boosted its popularity.

This paper will examine the AUR campaign during the 2024 European
Parliament elections. Unlike the previous elections, neither social unrest
nor government health restrictions affected the 2024 campaign or elections.
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From a theoretical point of view, the aim here is to add a fourth explana-
tion for the success of the AUR in the Romanian diaspora. This work is in-
spired by the concept of fantasy, developed in Lacanian psychoanalysis and
then transferred to nationalism studies. Based on Lacanian psychoanaly-
sis, a fantasy is a story that explains why something happened the way it
did, and it has some main elements, namely a golden age to which people
want to return, a villain who prevents people from enjoying that fanta-
sy in the present, and an identification mechanism. A fantasy can also be
an imaginary instrument of consolation by providing an explanation for
the problems of the present (Nobus 2020, 244). It is very important to note
that fantasies operate at the emotional level of the audience. In addition to
being a useful complement to the three hypotheses discussed above, this
psychoanalytic explanation can also be used as a means of providing an
alternative interpretation of AUR’s discourse on the Romanian nation. Ac-
cording to psychoanalysis, a political discourse functions as an identifica-
tion mechanism because it presents the electorate with a variety of iden-
tity elements from which to choose and internalise. Therefore, examining
a political discourse as a fantasy establishes a causal relationship between
the political discourse and the reasons that voters, including those living
abroad, may have for voting for the party. Simply put, Romanian citizens
in the diaspora may vote for AUR because they identify, on a more or less
emotional level, with its discourse and its proposed version of Romani-
an identity.

The argument of this paper is that the AUR campaign for the 2024 Eu-
ropean Parliament elections is structured as a political fantasy consisting of
three components: (1) a villain who creates a specific trauma (Homolar and
Lofflmann 2021, 5) that prevents people in the present from experiencing the
benefits of (2) a golden age in which they found enjoyment (Mandelbaum
2020, 467). The third component is an identification mechanism that allows
voters to construct their identity based on the party’s narrative (Kabgani and
Clarke 2017). In AUR’s campaign for the 2024 European elections, the gold-
en age is a nostalgic construction, namely a metaphor for several historical
periods of Romania. According to the party’s message in this campaign, dur-
ing the golden age, the nation was united and sovereign because its leaders
embodied the true Romanian spirit. Each of these leaders embodies an im-
portant aspect of it. As a result, five historical leaders feature prominently
in both the party’s offline and online campaigns: Alexandru Ioan Cuza, the
reformer; Avram lancu, the brave; Vlad the Impaler, the leader who brought
justice; Stephen the Great, the defender of Christianity; and Michael the
Brave, the first voivode to unite the Romanian principalities.
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This article is organised as follows. In the theoretical framework section,
the main concepts of this study explain the role of fantasies and nostalgia
in the process of diasporisation. The methodology sections explain why
I chose AUR as a case study, how the data was collected and analysed, and
why I analysed the EU 2024 campaign. The case study presents the four cat-
egories that were developed based on the theoretical framework, revealing
the components of AUR’s political fantasy for this campaign. The final sec-
tion of this paper summarises the findings, discusses limitations, as well as
a brief discussion on the presidential candidate Calin Georgescu.

Theoretical Framework

Diasporisation Through a Psychoanalytical Lens

Diasporisation is a process in which a political actor constructs a distinct
identity for a group of people living outside of their home country’s borders.
This construction takes place through the use of discourse and symbols (Ad-
amson 2008, 14). However, the literature fails to explain why people living
abroad participate in the discursive process of diasporisation, such as that
shaped by nationalist political actors. I argue that a psychoanalytic approach
is needed to better understand migrants’ motivations for participating in
the process of diasporisation driven by political actors. This approach sees
immigration as a traumatic experience because migrants ought to assimi-
late into a new culture after leaving their home country (Lobban 2006, 74).
But when migrants cannot assimilate or invest in their host countries, they
develop national melancholia. In a psychoanalytic reading, national melan-
cholia has negative social implications because migrants’ identity and de-
sire to belong to the host society are not fulfilled (Eng and Han 2000, 673-
74). States and political actors are important in this context because they
are the main agents of the identification process. Through discourse and
public narratives, actors also produce fantasies. In psychoanalytic theory,
identification begins with the diaspora identifying with a fantasy proposed
by a political actor.

Fantasies and Identification
Fantasies proposed by political actors have two components. The first

one is the appeal to a lost golden age (Mandelbaum 2020, 467). This gold-
en age is an imagined past, but it is used in political campaigns to argue

PJAC New Series 21 (1/2025): 9—28



ERDEI, Chosen Traumas and National Nostalgia... 13

for a “recapture of the golden age,” as seen in Brexit and Trump discours-
es (Eberle 2018, 176). The second component is the appeal to nostalgia. In
the context of diasporic nationalism, migrants turn to nostalgia when they
perceive a loss of community, family or nation. Nostalgia can serve as a ba-
sis for political programmes. For example, nationalists may use nostalgia
to recall a country’s golden age in response to a sense of national decline
(Muro 2005, 576). Nostalgia resonates on a personal or collective level. For
individuals, nostalgia protects their identity, helping them cope with an
uncertain present or loss by recalling memories of an idealised past, but
it can also be seen as a form of self-affirmation (Sedikides, Wildschut, and
Baden 2004). Collective nostalgia is an important mnemonic tool that po-
litical actors can use to normalise a discourse of loss. It is usually deployed
as an effective means by which political groups can claim moral and polit-
ical legitimacy, framed as attempts to restore a lost golden age (Rogenhofer
et al. 2023, 177).

Nostalgia and Diasporisation

Nostalgia is an important component of any political discourse, particularly
when directed at a diaspora, because it addresses a sense of loss that affects
groups rather than individuals. It is also important to examine nostalgia-
based narratives because people who have experienced loss are uncertain
about how to interpret or remember it (Boym 2002, 30). Populist/nationalist
narratives compare the insecure present to a glorious national past, fuelling
the idea of deprivation from the greatness of the past (Homolar and Loffl-
mann 2021, 4). A narrative of a lost past is associated with what the literature
refers to as a “chosen trauma,” namely a political discourse in which specific
moments or events in the past are remembered and given exaggerated emo-
tional and historical significance. The remembrance of these past traumas in
political discourse can instil specific fears, shape a group identity, and justify
a desire for vengeance (Homolar and Lofflmann 2021, 5-6). Such discourse
fosters a sense of group identity while also acting as a psychological mecha-
nism for bringing together those who are afraid, powerless, or betrayed. This
story can create a tension between the present and the past, based on which
the audience experiences nostalgia. Nostalgia can be an effective political
tool (Homolar and Lofflmann 2021, 5) because a narrative of suffering and
loss inspired by historical events in a country’s past can elicit an emotional
reaction. It is important to note that this story is more than just a fantasy: it
has the potential to become an essential part of people’s identities (Homo-
lar and Lofflmann 2021, 6).
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Methodology

Case Selection and Data Collection

I picked AUR as a case study for two reasons. Firstly, I looked at the real-life
implications of its political rise, in particular the increasing support for pop-
ulist and nationalist parties and the consequences this may have for democ-
racy in the CEE region. The 2020 Romanian elections prove this assertion:
a newly formed party, the AUR, received support from the Romanian dias-
pora, even though they had never voted for a populist party before. The sec-
ond reason stems from the academic implications of analysing the AUR. In
particular, its nationalist orientation and its success in the diaspora make it
necessary to analyse the party not only at the national level, but also to con-
sider its transnational impact. The data collection focused on the AUR cam-
paign for the 2024 European Parliament elections, as this campaign is aimed
at Romanians living abroad. The method of data collection was social media
ethnography, used to analyse patterns or behaviours expressed in posts or
videos on social media (Delli Paoli and D’Auria 2021, 263). I selected videos
of the 2024 AUR campaign, speeches by party members and videos of histor-
ical figures that I had collected on Facebook. I chose this platform because
the media consumption behaviour of the Romanian diaspora is unique. Ro-
manian emigrants used forums and blogs to keep in touch with family and
friends but as social media platforms grew, the majority of communication
shifted to Facebook (Mocanu 2021, 31).

Data Analysis

This study used MaxQDA software to help analyse a variety of data sets such
as video recordings, web pages, images, text or tables. This software does
not perform the analysis itself, but rather facilitates the process of organ-
ising, annotating, and retrieving data. I chose a qualitative method of anal-
ysis because this work is an exploratory study and my research objective
is to conceptualise the 2024 AUR campaign for the European Parliament as
a fantasy and identify the elements that correspond to this idea. My research
uses psychoanalytic theory, which introduces concepts such as fantasy, trau-
ma or national nostalgia, to understand how fantasy narratives are created.
Therefore, a quantitative method was not appropriate for the purposes of this
study. I coded my data into four categories that I designed myself based on
the theoretical framework presented in the previous section. Discourse anal-
ysis is helpful when examining the political language of a discourse. In this
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type of analysis, the context in which language is used is important because
a discourse can be shaped or conditioned by a particular social environment
(Wodak and Busch 2004, 108). The data obtained from the social media eth-
nography can be divided into four main codes or categories, which I created
in MaxQDA and then added the empirical material to each.

The AUR Political Fantasy — Chosen Traumas,
National Nostalgia and Identification Mechanisms

An Alliance of Villains and the Chosen Traumas of National
Decline

In this section I will show how AUR used the idea of a villain to create the
political fantasy for its 2024 European election campaign. Based on the par-
ty’s public statements and messaging during the campaign, I distinguish
two types of villains: the internal villain is the Romanian political establish-
ment, and the external villain is represented by the bureaucrats in Brussels,
particularly embodied in the President of the European Commission, Ursu-
la von der Leyen. Although these villains can be seen as separate collective
entities, AUR argues that they are linked because their alliance has resulted
in Romanian national decline. These villains are characterised as an alliance
in which Romanian representatives carry out the instructions of European
bureaucrats, thus humiliating Romania and undermining its identity and in-
tegrity as a nation. AUR is able to select certain historical traumas and in-
terpret them in its campaign, creating a political fantasy in which these vil-
lains conspire against the well-being of the people. The Covid-19 pandemic
is a recent trauma in which sanitary regulations, the number of deaths and
the government’s allegedly poor handling of the pandemic situation are used
by AUR to support the idea that a coalition of elites, both inside and outside
the country, wanted to harm the population.

In AUR’s campaign discourse, the internal villain stands for those poli-
ticians who amassed the nation’s wealth after the fall of the communist re-
gime in 1989. However, as various party figures have shown throughout the
campaign for the 2024 EU elections, the process of state capture has taken
different forms throughout Romania’s history. Party members explain state
capture in their national campaign speeches (Alianta pentru Unirea Roma-
nilor — AUR 2024d). The idea of state capture is then repeated in other on-
line campaign materials, where viewers can understand the process through
videos on an online platform called “Captured State” (AUR 2024c), which
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provides an explanation of the mechanism that enables state capture. Accord-
ing to AUR’s logic, Romania’s political establishment consists of two villains.
On the one hand, the National Salvation Front Council (Consiliul Frontului
Salvirii Nationale, CFSN) emerged after the 1989 Revolution as the largest
post-communist political party, winning the elections of the 1990s and es-
tablishing its dominance until 1996. Its offspring, the Social Democratic Par-
ty, has ruled Romania ever since. It took power between 2000 and 2004 and
has held it since, with brief interruptions. The party achieved this by taking
control of the media and capturing all state institutions.

A second domestic villain in AUR’s story is the so-called parallel or deep
state, which has emerged through the control of the media, institutions and
the legislature. According to AUR’s rhetoric, Traian Basescu, the former pres-
ident of Romania from 2004 to 2014, invented this parallel state. He was able
to maintain it by passing laws against corruption with the help of the mili-
tary commanders of the Romanian Intelligence Service and Laura Codruta
Kovesi, the former chief prosecutor of the National Anti-Corruption Direc-
torate. They are described as those who seized power and looted all the na-
tion’s financial resources (“Petrov (Basescu), Coldea and Kovesi Destroyed
Romania” 2024).

In addition to the local villain, AUR’s campaign presents an external
villain, which, according to the party’s narrative, pursues a more nuanced
strategy. In the final days of campaigning for the 2024 European elections,
the party released a series of Facebook videos featuring interviews with ac-
tors impersonating prominent Romanian historical figures, including Avram
Iancu and Alexandru Ioan Cuza. In these videos, the historical figures talk
about the battles they had to fight in their day and the successes they man-
aged to achieve. These conversations allow the interviewer to draw connec-
tions between the historical challenges of defending the nation and those
of the present.

For example, Avram Iancu, who was one of the main leaders of the Ro-
manians in Transylvania in the nineteenth century, when the region was
part of Hungary, and who is still an icon today, especially among Romanian
nationalists, argues that it is easier to defend the Romanian people and na-
tion today than it was in his time. The interviewer elaborates on this point
by describing how Brussels replaced the Ottoman Porte, the central govern-
ment of the Ottoman Empire to which each state used to send delegates to
defend the interests of its citizens (Europarlamentari AUR 2024c). Another
video features Alexandru Ioan Cuza, a leader elected in both Wallachia and
Moldavia who brought about the unification of the two Romanian princi-
palities in 1859. He asks whether Romanians today respect his legacy. The
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interviewer replies that while globalisation has helped the country’s econo-
my to flourish, its negative effects have hollowed people’s souls (Europarla-
mentari AUR 2024a). While in these speeches the external villain is alluded
to as Brussels, in the speeches of other party members this allusion becomes
clearer, as they name the Brussels bureaucrats under the leadership of Ursula
von der Leyen, a neo-Marxist who is said to be destroying not only Europe
but also Romania (Terhes 2024).

Because of their perceived connections, the two villains highlighted in
AUR’s campaign discourse are significant. In most of their speeches, AUR
party members emphasise their reasons for fighting both the domestic and
the European establishment. Over the past 30 years, not only has the current
political establishment humiliated the Romanian people at the national lev-
el, but its representatives in the EU have also bowed their heads and surren-
dered Romania’s interests to foreign powers (Sturdza 2024). The party lead-
ership’s similar stance supports the narrative that Romanian interests have
been abandoned to foreigners. One of AUR’s co-presidents credits the group’s
campaign for the European Parliament with adopting the slogan “Defend-
ers of the Romanian Homeland” because, according to him, the organisation
has to protect the future of Romanian families — and, implicitly, children -
from evils like gender ideology, same-sex relationships and the teaching of
pornography in EU schools (Tarziu 2024). The party also discussed what
they called the eco-Marxist policies within the EU, in particular, the Euro-
pean Green Deal, which is perceived as a step closer to the destruction of all
member states’ economies (AUR 2024d). AUR has also exploited the trauma
of the Covid-19 pandemic. In a campaign song performed by a well-known
Romanian actor who supports the party and is running on its list in the Eu-
ropean elections, the verses “They humiliated you, they vaccinated you / You
couldn’t even bury your dead / They put a muzzle on your mouth” allude to
the restrictions and measures imposed at the time (Alianta pentru Unirea
Romaénilor — AUR 2024b) due to the disrespect that both the Romanian and
European political establishment had for the Romanian people.

Nostalgia for the Authentic Romanian Greatness — the Epoch of the
Voivodes

This section explores how the AUR campaign for the 2024 European elections
is using the historical characters of the Romanian voivodes in the campaign
messaging. These historical figures are at the centre of the party’s narrative
for these elections because they embody qualities such as justice, bravery and
love for the nation and its people. As such, they represent the authenticity
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of the Romanian people, as opposed to the baseness of the current political
establishment. As such, they are an integral part of the national nostalgia
constructed by the AUR in its campaign. The first aspect of this national nos-
talgia is that the voivodes represent the glory of Romania’s past: they are
a reminder of the time when Romania was sovereign and free. In addition,
the campaign’s emphasis on these historical personalities draws attention to
the enjoyment at the heart of AUR’s political fantasy in this campaign: vot-
ers can connect with and experience the glory of the voivodes by watching
them online, which is a powerful mechanism of national nostalgia. Howev-
er, the current political climate makes it impossible to fully enjoy this gold-
en age represented by the voivodes, especially its main quality, the nation’s
sovereignty, due to the actions of the two villains mentioned in the previous
section: the elites in Brussels and the national political establishment. Fur-
thermore, the AUR creates a counter-memory with these historical figures
in order to differentiate itself from other political groups.

In previous political campaigns in Romania, parties and candidates typ-
ically promoted public policies such as the need to improve infrastructure,
fight corruption or strengthen the national economy. In the 2024 elections,
however, AUR’s campaign strategy was very different. Its strategy appealed
to the masses, especially the non-voters, by using well-known voivodes or
historical leaders who appear in all Romanian history (text)books, such as
Vlad the Impaler, Michael the Brave or Alexandru Ioan Cuza. One such ex-
ample is a campaign video featuring Alexandru Ioan Cuza, who invokes the
concept of the Romanian spirit. According to the actor playing Cuza, the Ro-
manian spirit remained untouched by the many occupations that Romania
has endured throughout its history, despite the attempts of invaders. Anoth-
er reason why the Romanian spirit endured over time was the unity of the
people (Europarlamentari AUR 2024a).

AUR uses five historical figures in their campaign, with the reasoning
being their authenticity as Romanians. Each historical figure used in the
campaign’s narrative represents an authentic aspect of the Romanian spir-
it that has given the country its dignity and resilience in the face of a diffi-
cult history. Alexandru Ioan Cuza represents the country’s unifier, having
not only unified Romania for the second time in the nineteenth century but
also enacted significant reforms. Avram Iancu stands out for his bravery in
representing the Romanian people in Transylvania in front of the Hungari-
an Monarchy and the Habsburg Empire in the nineteenth century (Europar-
lamentari AUR 2024c). Vlad the Impaler is the leader who, in the fifteenth
century, established justice in the country by punishing treason and theft
committed by foreigners who plundered it (AUR 2024b). Stephen the Great,
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ruler of the Principality of Moldavia in the fifteenth century, represents the
defender of European Christianity. Finally, Michael the Brave was the first
voivode to temporarily unite the Romanian principalities in the sixteenth
century. In the campaign narrative, he leads the AUR militia (AUR Germa-
nia Alianta pentru Unirea Romanilor 2024), namely the identification mech-
anism which is central to the political fantasy constructed in this campaign
and which shall be discussed in the next section.

The voivodes are used not only to serve as role models for what the Ro-
manian spirit should be, but also to emphasise the importance of reclaim-
ing the country. These voivodes overlap with the party’s slogan presented
at the start of the election campaign: “On June 9, we are taking our country
back!” (Alianta pentru Unirea Roménilor — AUR 2024c) and produce what
Lacanian theory refers to as enjoyment. The enjoyment emerges as the par-
ty alludes to the glory of Romanian voivodes while also framing the voters
as descendants of the voivodes. In one of his campaign speeches, the AUR
leader framed the party’s use of the voivodes in the campaign as a reminder
of past glory, of times when the nation did not have to kneel before foreign-
ers (Alianta pentru Unirea Roménilor — AUR 2024e).

However, the enjoyment of the people regaining the country and re-
storing Romania’s lost glory has yet to be realised. The obstacle to this goal
is the elections, which are described as a battle between “us,” the defend-
ers of the homeland, and “them,” the system, both domestic and foreign,
who yielded to foreign interests and betrayed national interests (Alianta
pentru Unirea Roméanilor — AUR 2024f). Various party members have em-
phasised the concept of worthiness in their speeches. The term “worthy”
was used to disparage other political candidates by comparing them with
the voivodes (AUR 2024a). The appropriation of the voivodes’ attributes
with the intention of challenging the current political leadership serves
as a counter-memory mechanism (Jansen 2007). In AUR’s framing of the
voivodes, each of these historical figures brings a quality that contests the
party’s political opposition.

For instance, the vigilante image of Vlad the Impaler contrasts with that
of the politicians who are currently in power because they are traitors. While
the current leaders are betraying the interests of the country, Michael the
Brave is a symbol of the leadership and unity of the people. Stephen the Great
makes a great personal sacrifice to defend Christianity, thus being presented
in contrast to today’s politicians who reject Christian values. While modern
politicians prioritise their own interests, Alexandru Ioan Cuza championed
ideals such as fraternity and unity of the people. On the other hand, Avram
Iancu taught the country how to negotiate with foreign powers in order to
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protect the Romanian people, thus standing in contrast to today’s politi-
cians who lack integrity and weakly submit to foreign interests. In conclu-
sion, based on Michel Foucault’s essay (Foucault 1977), which introduced
the term “counter-memory, I argue that AUR creates a counter-memory not
only by appropriating the voivodes, but also by framing Romanian voters as
descendants of these historical figures in their discourses.

Saving the Romanian Nation Through Identification with the AUR
Militia

Previously, I introduced the concept of the “AUR militia/oaste,” which in par-
ty jargon refers to all those who join the party in its fight against the villains
discussed in the first section, namely the European and Romanian political
establishments. From a psychoanalytic point of view, the use of this term
creates an identification mechanism, firstly by creating a sense of alienation
from the nation’s aggressors, and then by providing the population with an
identity with which they can identify as participants in the struggle to re-
gain the country. In Romanian, the word “oaste” is closely associated with
the historical Romanian voivodes, who organised this type of militia com-
posed of ordinary people whenever the country was invaded. The English
word “militia” itself is my chosen translation of the Romanian word “oaste,”
which AUR uses as one of its campaign slogans. The Romanian word itself is
of Latin origin and refers to the civilian population organised by the voivodes
in conflict with various enemies. Since the English definition of “militia” re-
fers to a civilian population mobilised in armed conflicts, this is how I have
chosen to translate the Romanian word “oaste,” which also corresponds to
the Romanian usage of the word.

The term “oaste” was used in AUR public discourse well before the 2024
election campaign. Specifically, at the 2022 National Congress, a resolution
was passed to begin bilateral consultations to determine possible steps to
reunify the Romanian nation, including Romanians and Moldovans. It was
during this congress that one of the party’s co-presidents introduced this
concept. Co-president Claudiu Tarziu described AUR as the apostles of the
nation, adding that his party was a militia/oaste capable of reviving the na-
tion and the country (Alianta pentru Unirea Romanilor - AUR 2022). As
noted above, the term “militia” or “oaste” is associated with the voivodes in
the 2024 European election campaign. In the official campaign film featuring
Michael the Brave, the AUR is the party that this voivod has given the au-
thority to lead the militia and fight for international recognition and honour
for Romania. During the campaign, the Michael the Brave character states
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that the AUR militia is ready for battle, but that Romanians must mobilise —
or rather “return home” — because their return will provide the militia with
fuel (AUR Germania Alianta pentru Unirea Romanilor 2024).

My analysis shows that there are three different meanings associated with
the term “militia” in the AUR discourse during the 2024 European election
campaign. One of the three functions of the word “militia” or “oaste” is to
strengthen national unity. Secondly, it emphasises the resilience of ordinary
individuals who embody the Romanian spirit. Thirdly, the word connotes the
mobilisation of a militia to fight for the restoration of individual and national
sovereignty. Firstly, the AUR interprets the word “militia” or “oaste” as a ref-
erence to national unity and uses it as a tool to counteract national division.
The nationalist songs used in this campaign reinforce the idea of division by
illustrating how at different points in the nation’s history the Romanian peo-
ple lived in peace and brotherhood, but that at other times various villains
tried to divide the country (Europarlamentari AUR 2024b). In another vid-
eo, the actor portraying Alexandru Ioan Cuza calls for the unification of the
Romanian people, further strengthening the idea of a brotherhood amongst
them. The Unification of Moldavia and Wallachia in 1859 is cited as an ex-
ample of how the Romanian people’s unity was the only thing that allowed
the country to accomplish such a significant milestone that was recorded in
Romanian history (Europarlamentari AUR 2024a).

The word “militia” or “oaste” is also used to refer to the strength of the
common people, who represent the Romanian spirit. The members of AUR,
as well as the videos showing the voivodes, evoke this spirit. In a video in
which an actor portrays Avram lancu, there are allusions to the bravery of
ordinary people who motivated others to join the country’s struggle against
the oppressive powers. Comparable to Avram Iancu’s struggle against the
Hungarian monarchy and the Habsburg Empire is today’s struggle to choose
a successor to carry on his legacy. In the same video, the actor portraying
Avram lancu says that in our time, courage is expressed in love and patriotism
for the country. He goes on to say that only by daring to have a Romanian
spirit can ordinary Romanians make a difference in an age of cosmopolitan-
ism and globalisation (Europarlamentari AUR 2024c). In the context of the
AUR’s campaign for the 2024 European elections, a third interpretation of the
word militia/oaste relates to the reclaiming of sovereignty. This reclaiming
is twofold: on the domestic front it means getting rid of the villains, and on
the foreign front it means taking back control from Brussels. AUR describes
the current political party leadership at national level as a network similar
to the Phanariot regime that ruled the Romanian principalities of Moldavia
and Wallachia during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Since the
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attainment of personal wealth was one of the main goals of the Phanariots,
the Phanariot regime in the Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia under
Ottoman rule has been characterised by most Romanian historians (Iordachi
2020), as well as in common parlance, as one of the darkest periods in Roma-
nian history. This regime also brought political instability and corruption.
According to the AUR, the current political system in Romania is similar to
that of the Phanariots, as all political parties on the national scene, as well as
their members, prioritise their own interests over the needs of the population
(Alianta pentru Unirea Roméanilor — AUR 2024a). From an external perspec-
tive, the lyrics “To be Romanian, to be masters / To make the surroundings
a better place / Where a man is a man and a girl is a girl / Where one can
call one’s parents mother and father” (Alianta pentru Unirea Romanilor -
AUR 2024b) help to explain the idea of Romania gaining sovereignty from
Brussels. These lyrics explain what the sovereignty of the Romanian people
from Brussels means — that is, it is a means of resistance against the ideo-
logical policies imposed by the EU, especially gender policies. These lyrics
also have the ability to unite Romanians against those who have sold out
the nation and those who have subordinated its interests to external forces,
thus marking their affiliation to the AUR militia/oaste.

Romanian Diaspora’s Role in the AUR Militia

As mentioned above, AUR uses symbolic and imaginary references to the
historical figures of the Romanian voivodes to give its supporters a sense of
identity by offering them something to identify with. However, this identi-
fication goes beyond those living within Romania’s borders, as the AUR dis-
course makes several references to the fact that members of the Romanian
diaspora are full members of the AUR militia. To give this narrative force,
the trauma of exile lies at the centre of the story of Romanians living abroad.
The party uses this trauma to create a fantasy that Romanians in the dias-
pora can identify with. The party argues that, firstly, the Romanian diaspora
should join the AUR miilitia and, secondly, that by doing so they will be able
to overcome their split identity. Both of the diaspora’s roles in the AUR mi-
litia — as supporters and as militia members in their own right — are crucial
to the party’s efforts to save the country.

According to a speech by the president of AUR, the trauma of exile ex-
perienced by the Romanian diaspora is wrongly characterised as purely
economic. Members of the diaspora have acquired the necessary skills and
financial resources through years of living abroad, and their return to Ro-
mania may indicate a reinvestment of their funds and expertise. However,
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this speech argues that the government is deliberately keeping the diaspo-
ra abroad because its members are seen by the political parties currently in
power as a mere source of remittances. Adopting policies that would allow
them to return could jeopardise the current political status quo. The politi-
cal agenda behind this is that the ruling parties want to keep the same rep-
resentatives in the EU. According to AUR, this is one of the reasons why the
ruling parties oppose increasing the number of polling stations abroad or
why they thwart AUR-recommended laws that would increase the number of
seats in the Romanian Parliament given to Romanian citizens living abroad
(AUR 2023a). AUR claims that these measures deliberately weaken the dias-
pora politically, as Romanians living abroad have the ability to overthrow
the current political system with their votes if they were adequately repre-
sented (Alianta pentru Unirea Roméanilor — AUR 2024d).

The current political establishment keeps the diaspora in exile abroad, but
AUR refers to them as a nation outside their country of origin. When visiting
Romanian diaspora communities, the party leadership characterises these Ro-
manian citizens as heirs to a bygone era of European and Romanian civilisation.
Every citizen in the Romanian diaspora is characterised in the AUR’s discourse
as possessing inviolable components of national identity, including the nation-
al flag, language, customs, chants and Christian values (Alianta pentru Unirea
Roménilor — AUR 2024d). This discourse functions as an identification mecha-
nism by organising the Romanian diaspora into what the AUR calls its militia,
or oaste. In this militia, or oaste, there are two important roles for the diaspora.
First and foremost, the Romanian diaspora is portrayed as a domestic political
influencer in Romania, because individuals living abroad send money home and
thus have an authority that allows them to influence their relatives living there.

AUR’s campaign messages make a strong case for the diaspora’s increased
involvement in this role, emphasising that the diaspora should use its influence
to persuade Romanians in the country to support AUR’s national and global
campaigns. This, in turn, would allow them to live up to the Romanian spir-
it. In this sense, the messages of the AUR campaign heavily emphasised the
word “struggle,” presenting the 2024 European elections as a struggle for the
survival of the Romanian nation, making it a conflict between good and evil.

The second function of the diaspora in the 2024 campaign is external. This
level of the party’s discourse emphasises the diaspora’s ability to influence the
European elections. At this level, the campaign’s messages aim to create a nar-
rative of mobilisation that will compel members of the diaspora to vote for the
party. Resolving the split identities of the diaspora is another aim of the AUR
identification mechanism, developed through the use of the terms “oaste” or
“militia” during the EU election campaign. As shown in the theoretical section
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of this article, migration involves a significant change of context, which typi-
cally leads to difficulties in adapting to the new social and political landscape
in the host country. Because it allows migrants to reclaim their true identity as
Romanians, the identification that AUR offers the Romanian diaspora through
its discourses is a powerful tool. I have chosen two stories of AUR party mem-
bers from the diaspora used in the campaign to illustrate this mechanism.

The first such example is the Romanian expatriate who welcomed guests
to the AUR event “Diaspora revives patriots” in Germany, which took place
during the campaign for the 2024 European elections. In his speech, he ex-
pressed his disappointment with what he termed “the so-called Romanian
intellectual elites” of the last 30 years for their mismanagement of the coun-
try. Despite having lived abroad for more than 17 years, he felt he could make
a contribution to his home country and set up an AUR branch in the German
state of Baden-Wiirttemberg. His two children served as one of his justifica-
tions for supporting the AUR-led movement, as he claimed that gender ide-
ology may harm them (AUR 2023b). The second example is the coordinator
of the AUR Diaspora branch, Ramona Lovin, who lived abroad in Italy for
more than a decade. The AUR coordinator has stated in several speeches in
Romania and abroad that the unreliability of the current Romanian political
class was her main reason for joining AUR, although she joined the party after
considering returning home (Alianta pentru Unirea Romanilor Italia 2024).

Conclusions

Summary of Results and Limitations

The empirical focus of this work was the AUR’s online campaign and cam-
paign messages for the 2024 European elections. From a theoretical perspec-
tive, the focus was to conceptualise the political and electoral discourse of
the AUR as a political fantasy. To do this, I first applied the Lacanian defini-
tion of fantasy as translated into nationalism studies (Stavrakakis and Chry-
soloras 2006). I concluded that AUR uses three elements in its discourse to
create a political fantasy. The first is a golden age which is a nostalgic meta-
phor for several periods in Romanian history when, according to the party,
the people were united and the country was sovereign. Second, the Brussels
neo-Marxists and the current Romanian political establishment are the vil-
lains in AUR’s campaign, as they prevent people from enjoying the fantasy
in the present. Third, the identification mechanism in the fantasy produced
by AUR in this campaign is the idea of the “AUR militia”, which allows voters
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to identify with the party’s platform. This research has two limitations. First,
since this is a qualitative study, I used a small sample of twenty-five prima-
ry sources. Second, I selected only one category of data from the campaign,
namely online sources. If  had conducted interviews, the results might have
been different or more complex.

Further Implications: Fantasies and the Presidential Candidate
Calin Georgescu

In addition to the AUR campaign, another example of the use of fantasy in
political discourse is the presidential candidacy of Calin Georgescu. During
the first round of the 2024 presidential elections, Georgescu, an independ-
ent candidate who had previously been ignored by the press and polls, man-
aged to lead with 22.94% of the vote domestically and 43.16% in the diaspora.
Despite his surprising result, Georgescu is not a new name in the political
landscape. In 2020, he was nominated by AUR for the office of Prime Minis-
ter, while in 2022 he was proposed as Honorary President of AUR. The party
later parted ways with Georgescu due to his radical positions. Later, the first
round of the presidential election was annulled by the Romanian Constitu-
tional Court after reports were released by Romanian intelligence services
pointing to Russian interference in the electoral process. Georgescu’s 2024
presidential campaign focused exclusively on TikTok, where his statements
were disseminated with the help of bots and influencers. Although reports
show that his campaign was funded by external actors, including Russia,
this does not fully explain why his discourse convinced more than 2,000,000
people to vote for him. To better understand Georgescu’s political success,
I suggest that his political discourse must be analysed through the lens of
Lacan’s concept of fantasy to explore its emotional appeal, as the notoriety
he has gained through his wide presence on TikTok is not enough to explain
his surprising electoral success.
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