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1. Academic degrees

Ph.D. in legal history 

Dominika Patrícia Niklai defended her Ph.D. thesis at the University of Pécs, titled “A 

közoktatásügyi igazgatás modernizációja Magyarországon 1848-tól a második világháborúig. 

Felekezeti érdekérvényesítés és állami közoktatáspolitika” (The Modernisation of Public

Education Administration in Hungary from 1848 to the Second World War. Advocacy of

Confessions and Public Education Policy) successfully and was granted a doctorate degree on 

May 27, 2024.1

2. Monographs, Edited Volumes and Individual Chapters, Essays

Due to the similarities in topics of publications in the year, it is reasonable to first present the 

monographs, followed by the edited volumes, finally, the chapters of books, essays and papers 

in the same subchapter, however, in thematic sets and one genre after the other, respectively, 

and in alphabetical order. I follow the same pattern in the bibliography as well to make it easier 

to identify specific works, as is done with a manual. Most of the papers of journals that are 

originally written in English can easily be accessed through the Internet even if I have not 

provided the specific hyperlink. 

(A) Edited Volumes and Individual Chapters, Essays on Constitutional Law

1 For her thesis, see https://pea.lib.pte.hu/bitstream/handle/pea/44784/niklai-patricia-dominika-phd-
2024.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (accessed: 3.10.2025). Her previous or recent works include, Niklai, “Porosz 
közoktatásügyi reformok”; Niklai, “Challenges of Developing”; Niklai, “Schriften über Bildung”; Niklai, “Die 
Volksunterrichtspolitik”; Niklai, “Hungarian Cultural and Educational Policy.” 
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This year was quite calm as we did not celebrate any jubilees, and there were a minimum of 

Ph.D. and habilitation dissertations,2 although research and publication continued. Besides the 

topics concerning the overwhelming quantity of the perennial topics of jurisdiction and judges 

in connection with constitutional history and the judicial system, issues connected with 

constitutional questions and the structure of the state, and the extension of authority remained 

of interest to scholars. However, in this historiographic summary, there is space only for an 

itemization of the most relevant works,3 including edited volumes,4 chapters,5 and journal 

articles.6 

 

(B) Criminal Law – Books, Chapters and Essays 

Apart from the criminal justice system and the liability of judges, topics concerning criminal 

law were not so extensive this year; however, the much-anticipated volume7 on the Draft of 

Penitentiary Code of 1843 was published. Certainly, the chapters8 and articles9 devoted to that 

topic were not missing from research publications. 

 

(C) Volumes, Chapters of Books and Articles on Universal or Comparative Legal History 

The topics of universal legal history heavily rely on the abilities of the scholar, i.e., the 

availability of ancient and forgotten sources; therefore, it was a pleasure to see that in 2024 

2 It should be mentioned here that Imre Képessy’s dissertation ‟Az Országbírói Értekezlet története és öröksége” 
[The History and Legacy of the Conference of the Justice of the Realm] was awarded the prize ‟Pro Dissertatione 
Iuridica Excellentissima” by the HUN-REN Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for Legal Studies. For more on 
the dissertation, see Képessy, Az Országbírói Értekezlet. 
3 Beliznai, Mily esetekben; Horváth, A szovjet típusú; Koncz, The Impact of Industrial and Technological Changes. 
4 Barna, Bathó, Deli, Peres, Pókecz Kovács, Laudator temporis acti; Beliznai, Megyeri-Pálffi, Guarantees; 
Gosztonyi, Képessy, Milotić, Sic Itur ad Astra VII.; Heil, Az országbírói bíráskodástól; Megyeri-Pálffi, Épített 
közigazgatás; Megyeri-Pálffi, Elfeledett bíróságok; Schweitzer, Szentgáli-Tóth, „…aki bátor; Schweitzer, Szente, 
‟A történeti alkotmány. 
5 Balogh J., “Rebuilding”; Balogh J., “Adalékok”; Bathó, “Minisztériumok”; Bathó, “A kormány”; Beliznai, 
“Judicial”; Biró, “The Golden Bull”; Cs. Herger, “Königreich Ungarn”; Cs. Herger, “NS-Rechtstransfer”; Frey, 
“Teil der historischen”; Heil, “A történeti populizmusok”; Heil, “A polgári átalakulás”; Horváth, ‟The 
Sovereignty”; Kelemen, “Historical Overview”; Korsósné, “Baranya”; Kovács-Szépvölgyi, “Elhagyottnak 
nyilvánítás”; László, “The Legal Status”;  Liktor, “The Historical Hungarian”; Máthé, “Kingdom of Hungary”; 
Megyeri-Pálffi, “Fordulatok”; Mezey, “Zwischen Ständevertretung; Nagy, “Egy 18. századi”; Peres, “The 
abolition”; Schlachta, “The Disciplinary Cases”; Szabó, “Die Goldene Bulle”; Völgyesi, “Idegen jogrendszerek”. 
6 Antal, “Szilágyi Dezső”; Antal, “Fiume bíróságai”; Beliznai, “Houndsmen”; Beliznai, “Code de comportement”; 
Biczó, “Die doppelgesichtigen”; Cs. Herger, “Theory and Practice”; Cs. Herger, ‟Die Auslegung”; Gedeon, 
“Friedrich Naumann”; Gedeon, “Az Aranybulla”; Gosztonyi, “Sajtószabadság”; Gosztonyi, ‟Freedoms”; Képessy, 
“Press Law”; László, “Közjogi elemek”; Pap, Lehotay, “Jewish by Law”; Schlachta, “The Disciplinary”; Szabó, 
“Die ungarischen”; Varga, “Administrative Reforms.” 
7 Mezey, Az első magyar. 
8 Barna, “Die Reform”; Drócsa, “A Komintern”; Lehotay. “Entrechtung der Juden”; Stipta, ”Egy legendás.” 
9 László. “A hazai bűncselekmény-fogalmak”; Rácz. “A sepsiszéki.”  
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there were many works, volumes,10 chapters11 and journal papers12 dealing with international 

issues. Certainly, the aim of universal or comparative legal history differs from that of national 

legal history, yet it is of great importance to broaden the horizon of scholars and readers as well. 

 

(D) Chapters and Articles on Private Law 

Besides the topics mentioned above, private law played a role in last year’s research and results. 

This year, the history of marital law was joined by the law on insolvency and cartels and 

commercial law.13 
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