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CALL FOR PAPERS

Measuring Cultural Heritage: 
Indicators for Cultural Heritage Law  
and Policy Development

The measurement and quantification of various phenomena 
have had a profound impact on human perception, facilitating 
the comprehension of the world around us and the attribution 
of significance. Nonetheless, in the current era of globalization, 
their role has become of paramount importance. Indicators are 
being used with increasing frequency as a basis for evaluation, 
decision-making, and justification, in terms of both their sub-
stance and their methodology. The consolidation of complex 
data into a simple number or ranking that is meaningful to pol-
icymakers and the public is thus a key objective. Governance 
through quantification is often viewed as enhancing the trans-
parency of political processes and promoting democratic par-
ticipation. 

In recent decades, a range of international authorities and 
regional organizations have been developing cultural heritage 
statistics and indicators. These include UNESCO, the World 
Tourism Organization, the International Council on Monu-
ments and Sites (ICOMOS), and the International Centre for 
the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
Property (ICCROM). Regionally, the European Union and the 
Council of Europe have been particularly active, while numer-
ous national bodies, such as Historic England, have also con-
tributed to this development. The majority of these initiatives 
are designed to quantify the level of creative and/or cultural 
expression within a specified geographical area. They gener-
ally encompass economic indicators, such as revenue, and be-
havioural measurements, including the number of ticket buy-
ers, book readers, and visitors to heritage sites and monuments.
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However, the tools and programmes dedicated to protecting and safeguarding cul-
tural heritage, and their outcomes, have yet to be measured. In fact, practical tools 
to measure the effectiveness, impact, and sustainability of heritage protection re-
main limited.

The present call, launched by the “Santander Art and Culture Law Review” 
(SAACLR), seeks to address these gaps by inviting interdisciplinary scholarship, 
empirical research, and policy-focussed analyses on the design, application, and 
implications of cultural heritage indicators by providing a bridge between cultural 
heritage law, policy development, and empirical evaluation. It also aims at present-
ing insights that can guide scholars, policymakers, and practitioners in measuring, 
protecting, and promoting cultural heritage in ways that are sustainable, inclusive, 
and evidence-based.

We welcome contributions from legal scholars, policymakers, cultural heritage 
practitioners, and interdisciplinary researchers. Submissions should offer original 
research, comparative analysis, or innovative methodologies that contribute to the 
understanding, assessment, and governance of cultural heritage. They may explore 
the following themes:

–– Conceptual Foundations – defining and operationalizing “value”, “impact”, 
and “effectiveness” in cultural heritage law and policy.

–– International Compliance – using indicators to monitor and evaluate ad-
herence to international heritage treaties and conventions.

–– Community and Participatory approaches – designing indicators that in-
corporate local, Indigenous, and community-led knowledge systems.

–– Methodological Challenges – addressing ethical, cultural, and technical 
challenges in measuring cultural heritage.

–– Digital and Technological Tools – leveraging AI, GIS, big data, and digital 
repositories for measuring and monitoring heritage.

–– Policy Evaluation – assessing the implementation and impact of national, 
regional, and international cultural heritage policies.

–– Comparative and Cross-Jurisdictional Studies – evaluating differences 
in heritage governance and measurement approaches across legal systems.

–– Interdisciplinary Approaches – integrating legal, archaeological, anthropo-
logical, economic, or environmental perspectives to create comprehensive 
assessment frameworks.

–– Sustainability and Development – linking heritage indicators to broader 
social, economic, and environmental objectives, including human rights 
and the SDGs.

–– Provenance Transparency – developing indicators to assess the availabil-
ity, accessibility, and reliability of provenance information for cultural ob-
jects, including tools to support due diligence, market transparency, and 
restitution processes. Transparent and accessible provenance information 
is a cornerstone of contemporary cultural heritage governance, underpin-
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ning due diligence obligations, ethical museum practices, and restitution 
processes, yet significant disparities persist in whether and how prove-
nance data is recorded, shared, and evaluated. 

In short, this call welcomes contributions that propose innovation and in-
ter- and multidisciplinary contributions that explore the programmes and meth-
ods of evaluating cultural heritage – tangible, intangible, natural, digital, and 
community-based – through measurable indicators that can inform legal frame-
works, public policies, and governance practices. 

Details concerning submissions: content, length, and due date
The deadline for submitting manuscripts is 15 May 2026. Decision letters will be 
provided to the author(s) by 31 July 2026. We expect to publish the issue at the end 
of 2026. Manuscripts should be submitted via e-mail to: saaclreditors@gmail.com 
in DOC format, and they should not exceed 9,500 words, including the referenc-
es, abstract (up to 250 words), keywords (up to 5), and bio note (up to 120 words). 
A  longer article may be accepted only by specific arrangement with the editors. 
More information concerning guidelines for authors and editorial rules is available 
on the journal’s website: http://www.ejournals.eu/SAACLR.

For questions or additional information, please contact:
–– Andrzej Jakubowski (Institute of Law Studies of the Polish Academy 

of Sciences): a.jakubowski@inp.pan.pl
–– Evelien Campfens (University of Amsterdam): e.campfens@planet.nl


