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Restoring the Law of Restitution 
of Cultural Property: 
Complex Colonial Histories 
Christa Roodt

ISBN 9781032952499 
Routledge, Abingdon–New York 2025, pp. 214 
Published: 31 January 2025

This book develops a fresh, deeply interdisciplinary framework 
for understanding restitution and repatriation claims involving 
“sacred” cultural property taken during the colonial era. Chris-
ta Roodt, Senior Lecturer at the School of Culture and Creative 
Arts of the University of Glasgow, argues that restitution can-
not be approached as a purely legal matter; instead, it must be 
examined from a perspective that integrates law, ethics, his-
tory, anthropology, and provenance research. To this end, she 
proposes a working definition of what “sacred” means in the 
context of colonial dispossession, drawing on tensions in real 
disputes to show how the legal, material, and spiritual worlds 
intersect and often resist neat separation.

Using high-profile case studies – particularly the Parthe-
non Marbles (Sculptures) and the Zhanggong Zushi mummy 
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found within a Buddha statue – Roodt demonstrates how existing legal structures, 
especially in private international law, can be “defragmented” and reconfigured. 
She shows that rethinking how law engages with the time, space, and ontology of 
colonial wrongs can produce more effective governance tools and more ethically 
informed restitution practices. The book’s emphasis on private international law is 
both innovative and urgently needed in current restitution debates involving com-
plex colonial histories. Ultimately, Roodt makes a case for restoring the law – not 
merely reforming it – to align more closely with the lived realities of cultural loss, 
spiritual harm, and colonial power. The book, published within the Routledge series 
Studies in Cultural Heritage and International Law, will appeal to researchers engaged 
in interdisciplinary work across the humanities and social sciences, including public 
and private international law, cultural property law, heritage law, and provenance 
research and practice.

Law, Ethics, and the Visual Arts 
6th edition 
edited by John Henry Merryman, 
Stephen K. Urice, and Simon J. Frankel 

ISBN 9781139811828
Cambridge University Press, New York 2025, pp. 1198 
Published: 1 May 2025

Since its first publication in 1979, Law, Ethics, and the Visual Arts 
has been the definitive guide to the legal and ethical issues 
shaping the art world. Now in its thoroughly updated sixth 
edition, the book provides a comprehensive exploration of the 
complex, interdependent world of artists, collectors, dealers, 
museum professionals, auctioneers, and the many supporting 
actors – from historians and critics to insurers, regulators, and 
law enforcement. While art often celebrates creative freedom 
that transcends rules and conventions, law and ethics establish 
the boundaries within which the art market and cultural heri-
tage operate. This edition examines how legal systems protect 
artists’ rights, regulate transactions, safeguard works from 
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theft and misrepresentation, facilitate museums and exhibitions, and balance the 
competing interests of collectors, dealers, and the public. Through vivid anecdotes 
and landmark cases – from stolen, looted, or disputed artworks to questions of au-
thenticity, title, and cultural property – the book illustrates the practical and ethi-
cal dimensions of law in the visual arts.

Building on decades of scholarship, this edition combines rigorous legal analy-
sis with engaging storytelling, providing case studies, discussion questions, and il-
lustrative examples. It covers copyright and moral rights, the legal and ethical rules 
for collectors and the art market, considerations for taxes, estates, and divorce, 
international trade in antiquities, museum governance, and freedom of expression 
in visual culture. Adaptable as a core text for law and graduate courses or as a refer-
ence for lawyers, museum professionals, and cultural practitioners, the book inte-
grates judicial opinions, international treaties, statutes, and scholarly commentary 
to illuminate the intersection of law, ethics, and artistic practice. With its clarity, 
depth, and breadth, this book remains an indispensable resource for students, art-
ists, collectors, dealers, legal practitioners, and anyone interested in the vibrant 
and multifaceted world of the visual arts.

Art and Copyright Law:
An Interdisciplinary Study on Interpictoriality
Giulia Walter

ISBN 9781032974484 
Routledge, London 2025, pp. 264 
Published: 8 May 2025

This book examines the ongoing tension between contem-
porary artistic practice and copyright law, offering practical, 
interdisciplinary tools to navigate this complex relationship. 
Over recent decades, high-profile lawsuits have targeted art-
ists such as Jeff Koons, Barbara Kruger, and Andy Warhol for 
alleged plagiarism. Authored by Giulia Walter, a lawyer based 
in Zurich, Switzerland, and published in open access, the book 
demonstrates that these cases often conflict with the realities 
of contemporary art, where the appropriation and transfor-
mation of existing visual forms are central to creative practice. 
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Focussing on the dichotomies of “original versus copy” and “old versus new”, it ex-
plores these issues through both theoretical and legal perspectives, highlighting 
the limitations of traditional copyright frameworks in accommodating the nuances 
of artistic expression.

Using Swiss copyright law as the primary case study, the book also provides 
a  comparative analysis of international legal frameworks, revealing differences 
and shared challenges in addressing disputes surrounding appropriation. By trac-
ing the historical and conceptual origins of the conflict between art and copyright, 
Walter proposes a new methodological approach for assessing and resolving cas-
es in  a  manner that aligns with contemporary artistic norms. This book will be of 
particular interest to researchers and practitioners in the fields of art and copyright 
law, intellectual property, and the broader intersection of law and creative practice.

Digitising Cultural Heritage:  
Clashes with Copyright Law 
Pınar Oruç 

ISBN 9781509959280
Hart Publishing, Oxford–London 2025, pp. 272 
Published: 10 July 2025

This book explores the role of copyright in the digitization of 
cultural heritage, addressing this important topic from three 
distinct perspectives: the tension between cultural property 
law and copyright theories, a comparative analysis of the EU, 
UK, and USA, and an examination of current practices and 
concerns informed by empirical research. Pınar Oruç, Lecturer 
in Commercial Law at the University of Manchester, demon-
strates that as digitization projects expand for purposes such 
as preservation, access, and reuse, copyright has become an in-
creasingly significant – and often problematic – factor. To pro-
vide a clear, up-to-date account of these challenges, the book 
begins by outlining key debates on the scope and ownership of 
cultural heritage and reviewing the copyright implications of 
digitization and emerging technologies, including 2D and 3D 
scanning, virtual and augmented reality, text and data mining, 
and artificial intelligence.
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The core analysis is structured around three “clashes with copyright”. The first 
is a theoretical clash between cultural property law and the justificatory frame-
works underlying copyright. The second examines differences in legal approach-
es to digitizing in-copyright, public domain, orphan, out-of-commerce, and un-
published works across the EU, UK, and USA, with careful attention paid to the 
relevant rights, exceptions, and limitations. The third clash considers stakeholder 
interests, drawing on public reactions to digitization projects and interviews with 
heritage professionals actively engaged in this work. Positioned at the intersection 
of law, heritage, and technology, this book offers valuable insights for intellectual 
property scholars, cultural heritage practitioners, and anyone concerned with dig-
ital cultural stewardship.

The book is published in open access as part of the series The Art Law Library, 
which covers all aspects of the law relating to art in its broadest sense, including 
antiquities, museums, intangible cultural heritage, archives, intellectual property, 
and human remains. Titles in the series are invaluable to students and professionals 
in law, museums, galleries, libraries, planning, archaeology, and law enforcement.

Invisible Cultural Policy in America: 
How Public Administration Shapes Culture 
Eleonora Redaelli

ISBN 9781035330225 
Edward Elgar Publishing, Cheltenham–Northampton 2025, pp. 170 
Published: 11 August 2025

This book offers a compelling examination of the complex and 
often overlooked role of the US government in shaping the na-
tion’s cultural landscape. Eleonora Redaelli, Professor at the 
School of Planning, Public Policy and Management of the Uni-
versity of Oregon, demonstrates how American public admin-
istration supports a pluralistic public culture defined by multi-
ple cultural domains, multilevel governance, and diverse demo-
cratic values. Contrary to the perception that the United States 
lacks a centralized cultural policy, Redaelli shows that cultural 
life is deeply influenced by federal and state structures, legal 
foundations, and administrative practices.
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With an interdisciplinary focus on the arts, humanities, and historic preser-
vation, Redaelli analyses the key laws that justify federal intervention in cultural 
matters and traces the development of cultural federalism across national and 
state bureaucracies. Through detailed case studies of Maryland, Minnesota, New 
Mexico, and Oregon, she illustrates how legal frameworks and administrative 
structures shape cultural programming in practice. The book also sheds light on 
the intellectual debates that have guided public agencies, revealing how shifting 
interpretations of foundational laws influence priorities, decision-making, and cul-
tural outcomes. Redaelli concludes by emphasizing that, despite the fragmentation 
inherent in American cultural governance, the idea of the public value of culture 
has emerged as a crucial unifying thread.

This book, published in open access in the Edward Elgar series Cultural Heritage 
and Art Law, is a valuable resource for students and scholars of public administra-
tion, cultural policy, cultural heritage studies, cultural geography, and art law. It also 
holds practical relevance for policymakers and practitioners in arts management, 
historic preservation, the humanities, and public-sector planning – anyone engaged 
in understanding or shaping cultural governance in the United States.

Beyond Restitution: Exploring the Stories 
of Cultural Objects After Their Return 
Kristin Hausler, Elke Selter

ISBN 9781509982523
Hart Publishing, Oxford–London 2025, pp. 224 
Published: 21 August 2025

This co-authored monograph, published by Bloomsbury-Hart 
as part of their series The Art Law Library, offers a thorough ex-
amination of the intricate processes that have led to heritage 
objects being repatriated to their countries or communities of 
origin. The authors – Kristin Hausler, Dorset Senior Fellow and 
the Director of the Centre for International Law at the Brit-
ish Institute of International and Comparative Law, and Elke 
Selter, an international heritage expert and former Director 
of Programs at the International Alliance for the Protection 
of Heritage – provide an interdisciplinary and critical account 
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of the current restitution debate. They explain that while calls for the return of cul-
tural artefacts have been growing since the onset of decolonization, it is only in re-
cent years that this discourse has gained widespread public and political attention. 
In response, several jurisdictions have begun amending legislation, adopting guiding 
principles, and allocating resources for provenance research, thereby transforming 
repatriation into a more proactive mechanism. Despite these advancements, how-
ever, there remains a notable lack of research on previous return processes, how 
they unfolded, and what ultimately happened to the repatriated objects.

This book addresses that gap through seven detailed case studies involving 
objects once held in European institutions and later returned to countries in Afri-
ca, Asia, and the Americas. These include the return of church bells from Wales to 
Chile, a totem pole from Sweden to a First Nation community in Western Canada, 
and the head of a Khmer Harihara statue from Paris to Cambodia. Alongside an 
analysis of the relevant laws and policies, each case study incorporates interviews 
with individuals directly involved in or affected by the repatriation processes: mu-
seum professionals, government officials, legal experts, and community members. 
As a result, the book provides unprecedented insights into past repatriation ef-
forts, the varied modalities they have taken, and their often unforeseen outcomes. 
In doing so, it offers valuable lessons for shaping future returns. The research for 
this volume was funded by the Leverhulme Trust, and its early development was 
supported by the Dorset Foundation.

International Protection 
of Traditional Knowledge under the Law 
of Trademarks and Geographical Indications: 
A Case Study on Persian Carpets 
Hojjat Khademi

ISBN 9789004721357
Brill-Nijhoff, Leiden–Boston 2025, pp. 392 
Published: 9 October 2025

This comprehensive book examines the intersection of tradi-
tional knowledge (TK) and global intellectual and ecological 
debates in the context of intellectual property rights. It offers 
practical solutions for local communities, Indigenous peoples, 
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and policymakers to protect and leverage TK effectively, including a detailed case 
study on Persian carpets. Drawing on insights from key international organizations 
such as WIPO, the WTO, and UNESCO, the book illuminates both the challenges 
and opportunities for safeguarding TK in a rapidly evolving global legal landscape.

Authored by Hojjat Khademi, Fellow at the World Trade Institute of the Uni-
versity of Vienna, and published in open access, this book is an indispensable re-
source for legal scholars, students, and practitioners seeking to understand and 
strengthen TK protection under intellectual property right regimes. Readers will 
find strategies to prevent misappropriation, promote equitable legal frameworks, 
and support the sustainable and culturally respectful use of traditional knowledge 
worldwide.

Dictionnaire comparé du droit 
du patrimoine culturel 
2nd edition (revised and expanded) 
edited by Marie Cornu, Jérôme 
Fromageau, Cléa Hance, Manlio Frigo, 
Vincent Négri, Marc-André Renold, 
and Catherine Wallaert

ISBN 9782271154774
CNRS Éditions, Paris 2025, pp. 1640 
Published: 9 October 2025

This substantial volume, published by CNRS Éditions, rep-
resents the most comprehensive comparative study in the 
field of cultural heritage law to date. Written in French, it pro-
vides a detailed analysis of cultural heritage law across multi-
ple European jurisdictions, covering eight EU Member States – 
Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Latvia, Poland, and 
Spain – as well as Switzerland and England. Representing both 
common law and civil law traditions, these countries share le-
gal frameworks shaped in part by European instruments reg-
ulating the movement of cultural goods. The book opens with 
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a general overview of each legal system and its approach to cultural heritage. Each 
entry includes a concise definition, the relevant legal context, commentary, illus-
trative examples, and case law. Some entries also offer comparative summaries 
that highlight commonalities, distinctive features, ambiguities, and interpretive 
challenges.

Dictionnaire comparé du droit du patrimoine culturel is the result of a collabora-
tive effort by numerous researchers, coordinated by an international team com-
prising Marie Cornu, Manlio Frigo, Jérôme Fromageau, Cléa Hance, Vincent Négri, 
Marc-André Renold, and Catherine Wallaert. It is an indispensable resource for 
scholars, practitioners, and students seeking a systematic understanding of key 
concepts and terminology in cultural heritage law across diverse legal systems.

Cultural Property: Law, Policy, and Markets 
Amnon Lehavi

ISBN 9781009449403
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2025, pp. 288 
Published: 30 October 2025

Authored by Amnon Lehavi, Provost and Atara Kaufman Pro-
fessor of Law at Reichman University, and published within the 
Cambridge University Press series Global Law, this book offers 
a comprehensive analysis of recent developments in the field 
of cultural property. Indeed, although nations, societies, and 
individuals have long engaged with both the tangible and intan-
gible dimensions of cultural objects – from archaeological arte-
facts to artworks and historical documents – the 21st century 
is witnessing profound changes in the legal, ethical, and policy 
frameworks governing cultural heritage. It identifies the key 
forces reshaping this domain, including the shifting political dy-
namics between source and market countries, the strengthen-
ing of cross-border lawmaking and enforcement, the expand-
ing influence of provenance research and due diligence as legal, 
professional, and ethical norms, and the transformative impact 
of digital databases. 

Building on these developments, the book articulates 
normative principles for fostering a more effective synergy 
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between hard-law and soft-law mechanisms in cultural property governance. It ad-
vances a property theory that clarifies the relationship between ownership and 
custody of cultural objects and proposes a model of “new cultural internationalism” 
designed to enhance cross-border collaboration on cultural heritage, including the 
creation of more coherent and forward-looking restitution frameworks.

The Journey to the WIPO 
Treaty on Genetic Resources 
and Associated Traditional Knowledge: 
Policy, Process and People 
Wend Wendland

ISBN 9781035325139
Edward Elgar Publishing, Cheltenham–Northampton 2025, pp. 288 
Published: 10 November 2025

Authored by Wend Wendland, Adjunct Professor at the Facul-
ty of Law of the University of Cape Town and former Director 
at WIPO, this book offers a comprehensive and authoritative 
account of the long, intricate journey leading to the WIPO 
Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Asso-
ciated Traditional Knowledge. Part of the Edward Elgar series 
Cultural Heritage and Art Law, it traces developments from the 
initial 1999 proposal for a patent disclosure requirement to the 
Treaty’s eventual consensus adoption 25 years later. Drawing 
on his unique vantage point as WIPO’s longtime lead official re-
sponsible for these negotiations, Wendland provides an insid-
er’s narrative of the policy debates, diplomatic dynamics, and 
institutional processes that shaped this landmark instrument, 
highlighting the decisive roles played by developing countries 
and Indigenous peoples in advancing global norms for the pro-
tection of genetic resources and traditional knowledge.

In addition to offering a clear, accessible analysis of the 
Treaty’s provisions – particularly those aimed at combating bio- 
piracy and enhancing transparency within the patent system –



255

 
Cultural Heritage Law Books Published in 2025

the book foregrounds the key individuals, negotiation methodologies, and strategic 
compromises that defined the process. It concludes by evaluating the expectations 
surrounding the Treaty’s entry into force and the prospects for its effective imple-
mentation. As such, the volume serves as an essential resource for patent office of-
ficials, intellectual property negotiators and policymakers, legal practitioners, and 
governmental relations professionals, as well as for Indigenous peoples’ organiza-
tions, intergovernmental bodies, and scholars and students of multilateral negoti-
ations, intellectual property law, environmental law, and public international law.

Culture, Heritage, and Legal Governance: 
Comparative, Regional 
and International Perspectives 
New book series 
edited by Andrzej Jakubowski, 
Alison Dundes Renteln, 
and Shea Esterling
Amsterdam University Press-Central University Press

This new book series examines the intersections between law, 
governance, culture, and heritage and their influence on the 
cultural life of societies. While the law provides the framework 
for conservation, preservation, and responsible utilization, 
culture and heritage define the values and identities that legal 
systems seek to protect. Together, they shape the multilevel 
governance structures that underpin cultural life. The series 
aims to make a seminal scholarly contribution to ongoing de-
bates on the contemporary operation of law and legal pluralism 
in relation to culture and heritage, encompassing the diverse 
interests of individuals, groups, and communities. It provides 
an important, timely response to current trends in the multi-
level and participatory governance of culture and cultural her-
itage at the global, regional, and national levels, emphasizing 
the comparative dimension of legal analysis.
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The series – co-edited by Andrzej Jakubowski (Polish Academy of Sciences), 
Alison Dundes Renteln (University of Southern California), and Shea Esterling 
(University of Canterbury) – welcomes proposals for monographs and edited col-
lections that address the legal frameworks governing historical legacies, cultural 
expressions, traditions, and ways of life. In particular, it encourages the exploration 
of synergies between legal systems, with a focus on standardization, cross-fertil-
ization, and the approximation of legal norms from comparative, regional, and in-
ternational perspectives. Interdisciplinary approaches are strongly encouraged, 
including, but not limited to, the areas of museum studies, provenance research, 
cultural rights, cultural policy and governance, sustainability, anthropology, histo-
ry, and cultural law. The series aims to facilitate a comprehensive understanding 
of the operational mechanisms of legal, policy, and governance frameworks across 
diverse local, national, regional, and cultural contexts, while elucidating the ratio-
nales, practices, and inherent disparities that shape them and identifying lessons 
that can be drawn from these varied approaches.


