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Achievements of Polish Political Theorists -
Introduction

This volume is a continuation of the research on the achievements of Polish
theoretical political scientists begun in the work edited by Zbigniew Blok and
Andrzej Stelmach and entitled Politologia teoretyczna w Polsce. Bilans 50-lecia.
Wybrane zagadnienia (2023), as well as in the 8/2023 issue of the “Teoria Poli-
tyki”. This particular research has been conducted on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of initiating political science studies in Poland. The volume aims
to present the range of research carried out over the years and the spectrum of
achievements that make up the identity of the entire scientific discipline. The
research results discussed here constitute another important part of academic
achievements, demonstrating the directions of scientific inquiry and the power
of both theoretical political science and the social sciences. The issues raised
confirm the dynamic character of Polish research, the role of long-standing sci-
entific discussions, responding to not only public demand but also the challenges
of the changing scientific discipline. Examples of such significant scholarly dis-
putes include the studies of the phenomenon of political culture or attempts to
explain the change of the political system taking place after 1989. Experienced
by the whole society, both these phenomena have been studied by not only polit-
ical scientists but also a wider range of theoretical researchers.

Although the theoretical oeuvre analysed in this volume is extraordinarily
rich with regard to both quantity and content, it has not been the subject of aca-
demic reflection over the years. The concepts discussed have varying degrees of
theorisation, detail or interpretation, and some are even infused with normative-
ness. Despite such diversity, they constitute an excellent testimony to the activ-
ities of theoretical researchers over the last half century. The publication of this
volume is a continuation of the initiative undertaken in Poznan in 2022 to draw
up “opening and closing balance sheets” of the catalogue of theoretical problems
and issues dealt with by political scientists. The aim of this initiative is to show-
case achievements, but also to indicate gaps in the conducted research.

All articles presented in the volume can be divided into three thematic sec-
tions. The first concerns the theoretical and methodological status of political
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science, reflections on the identity of the discipline as a whole and the role of the
sub-discipline of political theory. This section includes reflections on the theory
of sources and a presentation of the main interpretivist currents in Polish polit-
ical science. The second part consists of texts entirely devoted to the phenome-
non of political culture. The final section comprises texts that attempt to answer
the question of how political theorists explained the change of Poland’s political
system taking place after 1989.

The first part begins with an article by Filip Pierzchalski, entitled Notes on
the Theoretical and Methodological Status of Political Science in Light of the Polish
Literature on the Subject. In it, the author provides a synthetic overview of the
theoretical and methodological status of political science in Poland. The text
constitutes a balance sheet, as it were, of the last 30 years of theoretical political
science in Poland. The achievements of the Polish community of political sci-
ence theorists are presented against the background of Polish and global devel-
opments as well as tensions within the current research practice. The article con-
sists of three main parts: a) a diagnosis of the factual state of the sub-discipline
of political theory; b) a discussion of the directions of research pursued by the
milieu of political theorists; c) a presentation of future challenges for Polish the-
oretical political science. In the text entitled Attempts to Precisely Clarify the
Object of Political Science Research in Publications by Polish Political Scientists,
Magdalena Mikotajczyk presents the main currents of research pursued by polit-
ical scientists in Poland. She pays particular attention to the subject of research
within the sub-discipline of the theory of politics. In order to isolate these cur-
rents, she analyses statements by Polish political scientists, following one another
over time. The article Sources in Political Science Research by Joanna Wieczorek-
-Orlikowska focuses on a metatheoretical analysis of Polish political scientists’
approaches to the sources of research on politics. The author discusses the diver-
sity of positions taken, the dependence of the choice of sources on (normative
and empirical) research paradigms as well as the historical and ideological con-
texts. She also emphasises the importance of the (external and internal) criticism
of sources and interpretation in the research process. In his article entitled Issues
of Empirical Research Methods in the Works of Polish Theorists of Politics, Wiktor
Szewczak attempts to synthesise the contribution of Polish political theorists to
the development of the methods of empirical research in political science. The
author presents the lines of reflection on research methods undertaken within
the theory of politics, distinguishing eight basic approaches: analytical, popular-
ising and training, didactic, methodological, adaptive, practical, reconstructive
and critical. Each of the aforementioned methodological research approaches
is thoroughly discussed and illustrated with examples of relevant publications.
Lukasz MlynczyK’s article entitled Research Approaches and Strategies in Polish
Theoretical Political Science constitutes an attempt at a retrospective analysis of
the research approaches and strategies that have served Polish political theorists
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as metatheoretical and methodological tools. The author divides his analysis into
two parts dedicated to research approaches and research strategies, respectively.
Furthermore, the theoretical analysis is conducted through the prism of such
approaches as interpretivism, constructivism and the critical approach as well as
such strategies as content analysis, critical discourse theory and textual analysis.
Interpretivist Postulates in Polish Political Science by Bartosz Hordecki closes the
first part of the volume. Its aim is to present the main interpretivist trends pre-
sent in Polish political science. The discussion is preceded by a brief description
of the interpretivist antecedents, from the periods between the World Wars and
after the Second World War. The author also presents the most important posi-
tions taken by the contemporary promoters of research based on this approach
and summarises the contribution of the “interpretivists” to the development of
Polish political science.

The second part consists of four articles. The first article entitled Concepts
of Political Culture in Polish Political Science by Krzysztof Labedz presents the-
oretical problems related to concepts of political culture raised by Polish polit-
ical scientists. The author poses a number of questions related to research on
political culture and answers them. He distinguishes four types of concepts
of political culture in the Polish literature on the subject: a) concepts seeking
to narrow G. Almond’s approach, (b) concepts that are broader than Almond’s
approach and encompass the sphere of consciousness, (c) concepts in which
behaviour is also added to consciousness, (c) concepts that include multiple ele-
ments and come close to or overlap with the scope of “politics” In the next arti-
cle, entitled The Paradigm of Research on Political Culture in Poland, Lukasz Per-
likowski and Pawel Nowakowski systematise the approaches to political culture
adopted by Polish researchers. Their objective was to identify the paradigm and
paradigmatic continuum accommodating different, sometimes non-identical
approaches to the study of political culture. The aforementioned authors pre-
sent the thesis that Polish research on political culture is dominated by a sin-
gle paradigm characterised by specific features. In her text entitled Conceptu-
alising and Operationalising Political Culture. A Review of Selected Proposals in
the Polish Literature on the Subject, Malgorzata Kulakowska presents the chal-
lenges associated with different ways of understanding and operationalizing the
concept of political culture. In the final text of this section, entitled The Con-
cept of Political Culture in Polish Empirical Research, Joanna Dzwonczyk reviews
empirical research on political culture in Poland. She discusses three currents of
research: a) research on the political culture of selected social categories/groups;
b) research on the culture of society as a whole; ¢) research on political culture
at the local level. She also highlights some of the weaknesses of the empirical
research conducted, particularly that focused on the behavioural component, as
well as attitudes and opinions.
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The articles included in the third part of the volume discuss Polish politi-
cal scientists’ theoretical concepts explaining the change of the country’s
political system initiated in 1989. This part opens with a text by Piotr Borowiec,
entitled Explaining the Change of the Social Order after 1989. Inspirations, Theo-
ries, Models and Diagnoses. A Review of Polish Concepts. The text is intended as
an introductory discussion of the achievements of theoretical researchers special-
ising in this issue. It provides a brief insight into the most important concepts of
the change of the political regime in Poland, focusing on research paradigms and
theoretical pathways that dominate researchers’ approaches to this subject. The
Modernisation Paradigm — A Basic Theoretical Path for Explaining the Change of
Poland’s Social Order after 1989 is the title of the article by Adrian Tyszkiewicz
and Piotr Borowiec in which the authors use variations of the theory of mod-
ernisation to discuss different ways of explaining the change of Poland’s politi-
cal system. They show the specificity of Polish approaches to modernisation, the
similarities and differences between them, as well as the elements that have been
negatively verified by the passage of time, for example the concept of “imitative”
modernisation. An important part of the text is devoted to the presentation of the
concepts of “modernisation through integration” and “Europeanisation”

The collection of articles introduced above highlights the originality of many
of the concepts developed or ways of explaining socio-political phenomena.
Some of the concepts discussed constitute important achievements of the social
sciences which can continue to inspire contemporary researchers.

Zbigniew Blok, Andrzej Stelmach
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