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1. Academic degrees

(A) Ph.D. in legal history

1) Zsófia Biró defended her Ph.D. thesis at the University of Pécs, titled “A bírói

hatalomgyakorlás megoszlása a tradicionális magyar jogban” (The Separation of the

Exercise of Power of Judges in the Traditional Hungarian Law) successfully, and was

granted the doctorate on February 21, 2023.1

2) Balázs László defended his Ph.D. thesis at the University of Pécs, titled “A királyi jog

mechanizmusai az Árpád-korban” (The Mechanism of the Royal Authority in the

Árpád-era). The defense took place on March 3, 2023.2

3) Imre Képessy, assistant lecturer at ELTE Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, defended

his thesis “Az Országbírói Értekezlet története és öröksége” (The History and Legacy 

of the Conference of the Justice of the Realm). The procedure took place in the Doctoral

School of the ELTE Eötvös Loránd University on May 29, 2023.3

4) Kristóf Szivós defended his Ph.D. thesis at the University of Szeged, titled “Az

eventualitás fejlődéstörténete és hatása az írásbeli perfelvételre” (The Historical

Development of the Principle of Contingent Cumulation and its Effect on the Written

1 For the thesis of the candidate with an English summary see https://pea.lib.pte.hu/handle/pea/34474?show=full 
(accessed: ). 
2For the thesis of the candidate with English summary see https://pea.lib.pte.hu/bitstream/handle/pea/34633/laszlo-
balazs-phd-2023.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (accessed: ). 
3 For the documents even in English see https://edit.elte.hu/xmlui/handle/10831/86559 (accessed: ); Some 
important papers of the candidate in English are Képessy, “The Consolidation”; Képessy, “The Roots”.  
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Preparation in Civil Procedure). The defense took place at the University of Szeged on 

June 26, 2023.4 

2. Monographs, Edited Volumes and Individual Chapters, Essays

Due to the similarities in topics of publication in the year, it is reasonable that I shall present 

the monographs, followed by the edited volumes, finally, the chapters of books, essays and 

papers in the same subchapter, however in thematic sets and one genre after the other, 

respectively and in alphabetical order. I follow the same pattern in the bibliography, as well, to 

make it easier to identify the specific works, as is done with a manual. Most of the papers of 

journals that are originally written in English can easily be accessed through the Internet, even 

if I have not provided the specific hyperlink. 

(A) Jubilees – Edited Volumes and Individual Chapters, Essays of Constitutional Law

Though there were not any habilitations as in the previous two years, 2023 did not lack events

in the field of legal history at all. Namely, the year 2023 marks the tricentennial jubilee of the

Pragmatica Sanctio incorporated into the Hungarian Law. This law became one of the most

important cardinal laws in Hungarian constitutional history as being the key element of the

ancient or historic constitution up until 1949 when the first cartel constitution was incorporated

and forced onto the country. However, until the submission of this paper, there has been only

an opportunity to consider the existence of conferences of the jubilee,5 as the volumes are still

being edited, unlike the English version of the edited volume of the Golden Bull celebrated in

2022. It must be mentioned, that in this historiographic summary, there is space only for an

itemization of the most relevant works, including edited volumes,6 chapters,7 and journal

articles.8

(B) Criminal Law – Books, Chapters and Essays

4 For the summary of the thesis in German see https://doktori.bibl.u-szeged.hu/id/eprint/11699/2/phd-
t%C3%A9zisek.pdf (accessed: ). 
5 There were conferences of the jubilee at every university, the most notables were held on October 4 at ELTE, 
on October 12 at the University of Public Service in Budapest and on November 15–17 in Szeged. 
6 Balogh E., The Golden Bull; Bódiné Beliznai, Gosztonyi, Jogtörténeti; Bódiné Beliznai, Megyeri-Pálffi, 300 
éves; Bódiné Beliznai, Megyeri-Pálffi, A bírói függetlenség; Heil, Petri, The Curse; Heil, A magyar; Korsósné, 
Máthé, Mezey, A közép-európai régió; Máthé, Die Geburt; Megyeri-Pálffi, Fejér vármegye; Nagy, Bognár, 
Szabó, Élő; P. Szabó, Europäische; P. Szabó, Scientia; Veress, Constitutional. 
7 Balogh E, “The Hungarian Golden Bull”; Diószegi, “Szinopszis”; Gedeon, “A Helytartótanács”; Homoki-Nagy, 
“Private Law Institutions”; Mezey: “Transylvania”; Schweitzer, “Magyarország”; Stipta, “Constitutional”; Veress, 
“The Hungarian Golden Bull”; Fazekas-Kisteleki, “Transylvania in the Habsburg Empire”. 
8 Mezey, “A Pragmatica Sanctio”. Bódi, “Thoughts”; Schweitzer, “Der Rechtsstatus”; Stipta, “A pénzügyi”. 
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Besides the topics concerning the jubilee, the overwhelming quantity of the evergreen topics of 

jurisdiction and judges in connection with constitutional history9 and, more so, in particular 

criminal justice, criminal law,10 and the system of jurisdiction, remain the most common among 

those to have caught the interest of the profession, such that several monographs and edited 

volumes have been released. Certainly, the chapters11 and articles12 devoted to such were not 

missing from the outcome of the research. 

In close relation to the other side of the legal profession, jurisprudence and legal 

education gained slight interest this year,13 though it still represents us that there is some 

tendency for historiography in Hungarian legal history, though not decisively so from the side 

of intellectual history. 

It is not surprising that in connection with criminal law, there is a reasonable overlap

with the other popular field of research, i.e., the interwar period.14 The legal history of media is

still present after last years’ great number of works.15

(C) Volumes, Chapters of Books and Articles from Universal or Comparative Legal

History

The topics of universal legal history deeply rely on the facilities of the scholar, i.e., the 

availability of so old and forgotten sources,16 therefore it is a great achievement that in 2023

there are so many works, volumes,17chapters18 and papers19 dealing with international issues.

Certainly, the aim of universal or comparative legal history differs from that of the national one, 

yet it is of great importance to broaden the horizon of the scholars and the readers as well.

9 Biró, A bírói hatalomgyakorlás; Képessy, Az Országbírói Értekezlet. 
10 Drócsa, Politikusok; Lehotay, A Miskolci. 
11 Balogh, “A bírák jogállása”; Barna, “Die Reform”; Biró, “A király bírói hatalma”; Korsósné, “A 
bűncselekmények megnevezése”; Kovács-Szépvölgyi, “Züllött, erkölcsi romlásnak”; Gosztonyi, ‟From Feudal 
Censorship”; László, “A magánbosszútól”; Horváth, “A Legfelsőbb”; Schlachta, “The Dispute”; Szabó, “Az 
Európai Duna-bizottság”. 
12 Antal, “Changes in the English Jury”; Antal, “A Hungarian Jurist’s Views”; Balogh, “Zum Einfluss”; Balogh, 
“A bírói függetlenség”; Bódiné Beliznai, “A bírói függetlenség”; Heil, “Strafrechtliche”; Kelemen, “Az első 
világháborús”; Képessy, “Development”; Lehotay, ‟Strafrecht”; Lehotay, “Strafrechtspraxis”; Liktor, “A régi 
magyar bírósági”; Liktor, “Az idén 140 éves”; Peres, “A bírói függetlenség”; Schlachta, “Certain”; Szivós, 
“Gondolatok”; Szivós, “A perelhúzás”. 
13 Balogh, “Iurisprudentia”; Nagy, “Hungarian”; Nagy, “A marosvásárhelyi”. 
14 Drócsa, “A rendtörvény”; Kelemen, “World War One”. 
15 Gosztonyi, Censorship; Révész, “A sajtószabadság”. 
16 László, “Közjogi elemek”; László, “A király közjogi”. 
17 Sáry, Az ókeresztény. 
18 Beke-Martos, “Az amerikai szövetségi”; 
19 Horváth, “The Wars of the Roses”; Horváth, “A karlócai”; Képes, “Erik Klipping’s”; Schvéd, “Discourse on 
Peace”; Tóth, “Theories”. Tussay, “Íratlan törvény”; Ujj, “A diplomácia”. 
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(D) Book, Chapters and Articles in Private Law

The abovementioned reception is even more dependent on the social-economic arrangements

of the given country in private law, because society and economy just cannot change so swiftly

as politics. However, there is a certain motion in private law as well, especially when the parties

get married or make contracts.20 This year the history of marriage law has been sided by the

law on insolvency and cartels and commercial law.21
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