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Abstract

Introduction: According to the document from 1946, the execution of a person sentenced to death by shooting was to consist of
firing into the heart of the convict. Based on these guidelines, during forensic examination of the exhumed bone remains, several
gunshot injuries to the torso (especially to the chest) should be expected. However, most of the bodies of the cursed soldiers
analyzed in the Department of Forensic Medicine in Krakow contained bullet holes in the bones of the skull.

Aim of the study: The study aimed to characterize and reconstruct the gunshot wounds of cursed soldiers and to compare them
with the protocol describing death penalty or other documents produced by Polish communistic state institutions.

Material and methods: Retrospective analysis of autopsy protocols of cursed soldiers from the Department of Forensic Medicine
in Cracow in the years 2017-2020 was conducted. After finding cases with gunshot wounds, we further analyzed the bullet inlet
and outlet.

Results: After excluding subjects that did not meet our requirements, we obtained 28 cases in total. Based on the number of
gunshot wounds to the head, we documented 11 skulls with a single, 6 with two, and 3 with four or five gunshot wounds. In
8 cases, the exact bullet pathway couldn’t be established. We also searched for remains with injuries in other locations, and so
we documented cases with additional gunshot wounds in the area of the scapula, pelvis, ribs, tibia, and humerus.

Conclusions: In most cases, the deaths of cursed soldiers were due to craniocerebral injuries sustained by gunshots. Based on
the reconstruction of the bullet track, the majority of skulls had an inlet in the area of the occipital bone, which indicates that the
death penalty executors did not comply with the guidelines for its execution. This study may be used in further research in the
field of forensic anthropology on the bodies of cursed soldiers exhumed.
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Introduction found themselves at the threshold of a power shift and
yet another rebalancing of the political and military

The end of the Second World War was a pivot- scene. The end of the Nazi occupation was followed

al moment in history, especially for the countries of by the socialist transformation. Although the super-

Central and Eastern Europe. Like other nations, Poles ficially-regained independence would enkindle the
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nation’s faith in its own sovereignty, this faith was
quickly betrayed. After all, the core of the communist
ideology was to subjugate nation-states and to impose
its own paradigm on them [1].

The term ‘cursed soldiers’ (or ‘indomitable sol-
diers”) refers to members of the second conspiracy of
1944-1956. Germany’s defeat and the end of the war
in Europe in May 1945 did not mean the restoration
of a sovereign Poland, which is what most of the con-
spiracy members had been fighting for since Septem-
ber 1939. The occupation of Poland by the Red Army,
as well as the Big Three conference (Churchill, Roo-
sevelt and Stalin) in Yalta in February 1945, as a result
of which Poland lost half of its pre-war territory (east
of the Bug River), and the gradual seizure of power by
the Polish-speaking communist supporters of Moscow
dispelled any lingering hopes of the country regaining
independence; instead, a new Soviet occupation began.
It is estimated that between 1944 and 1956, the total
number of members of all resistance organisations and
groups (both military and civilian) reached 120-180
thousand. Some of these people were members of the
Home Army (primarily the ‘Freedom and Independ-
ence’ Association, Underground Polish Army and the
Home Army Resistance Movement), which was dis-
banded in January 1945. Others were associated with
the national underground resistance (National Military
Union and the National Armed Forces) or with one of
the many local underground organisations and unaffil-
iated military forces [2].

Although the anti-communist partisans, who were
also called the ‘indomitable’ (in Polish: nieztomni),
were the most active in 1944—-1956, their last mem-
ber, Jozef Franczak, died a hero’s death many years
later, in 1963. He was fatally shot in a manhunt and
decapitated posthumously by a prosecutorial order.
He was then buried, as were his comrades-in-arms,
in a mass nameless grave without due honours [3, 4].
Today, historians refer to the anti-communist partisans
as the ‘cursed soldiers’ (in Polish: Zotnierze wykleci),
because they were marginalised for several decades
(until the end of the Polish People’s Republic in 1989),
and their history distorted by communist propaganda.
The truth about their fight was twisted or not spoken
about at best, and the partisans themselves were left to
be forgotten. The communists did not stop at physical-
ly eliminating part of the cursed soldiers (over 8,000
died in combat; about 5,000 were sentenced to death,
with more than half of these sentences enforced; and
over 20,000 died in prison due to torture, diseases and
hard labour) [5]; they also set out to destroy their rep-
utation. Specifically, the communists portrayed the

indomitable cursed soldiers as ‘bandits’, ‘reactionar-
ies’, ‘traitors’ and ‘fascists’.

The underground activities of the cursed soldiers
forced the government of the Polish People’s Republic
in 1946 to develop detailed guidelines for their execu-
tion, titled ‘Instructions on the performance of death
sentences’ (in Polish: Okdlnik w sprawie wykonywa-
nia wyrokow smierci). According to the guidelines,
death sentences were to be performed by shooting the
condemned to death by a firing squad or by hanging,
although the former method was preferred [6, 7, 8].
Although the guidelines were direct and precise, the
location and nature of the injuries examined in the
studies published to date clearly indicate that these
regulations were often ignored, and defenceless pris-
oners were bestially murdered [9].

Study material and methodology

A retrospective analysis was conducted based on
autopsy protocols of members of the anti-commu-
nist underground resistance, available at the Depart-
ment of Forensic Medicine in Krakow, Poland. The
analysis encompassed all the autopsy protocols from
2017-2020. The cases were selected by two independ-
ent persons. The selection results were similar. All 31
of the initially identified cases were male. Of these,
28 were selected for a further analysis, while the re-
maining 3 were excluded due to the fact that the re-
mains found in a bag during the exhumation belonged
to three different persons. Data characterising the inju-
ries was developed (based on the morphological traits
of the bones) and gunshot wounds in the bones of the
skeleton were assessed for their mechanism of origin.
Furthermore, the legal and historical literature on the
topic was reviewed, and the bullet trajectories were
presented graphically based on the available protocols
and photographs taken during the autopsies, which
were stored at the Department of Forensic Medicine
of the Collegium Medicum of the Jagiellonian Univer-
sity in Krakow.

The aim of this study is to characterise the gun-
shot wounds sustained by the cursed soldiers during
their execution and to conduct a statistical analysis
of the data, establish the mechanisms of death along
with their graphical reconstruction and to assess the
collected materials in the context of the legal acts and
historical background of the analysed period, with
a particular focus on the guidelines for death penalties
that were in force at the time.
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Origins of the persecutions of the cursed
soldiers from a legal and historical perspective

The beginnings of the Polish underground re-
sistance date back as far as the Second World War,
when the first partisan groups sabotaged the Nazis
controlling the General Government and other areas
seized by the Reich. The activities of the Home Army,
some members of which would later become the
cursed soldiers, forced the Nazi authorities to devel-
op special lists of persons wanted for posing a threat
to the new government. One such document was the
‘Special Prosecution Book — Poland’ (in German: Son-
derfahndungsbuch Polen), which was used to punish
those who resisted the German occupiers [10]. His-
torians Zbigniew Nawrocki and Jerzy Kulak pointed
out that the communist authorities took over the doc-
uments created by the Nazis and the intelligence net-
work investigating the underground resistance in order
to more effectively suppress the cursed soldiers, which
ultimately led to their final disbandment in 1963 with
the death of Jozef Franczak [3, 4, 11].

The communist authorities introduced counter-par-
tisan measures immediately after their invasion of Po-
land although, according to Janusz Kurtyka, the first
intelligence operations of the NKVD against the Pol-
ish resistance took place even before the communists
seized power; for example in the areas of Poland be-
longing to the General Government [11]. In July 1944,
with the take-over of Poland by the communists, the
first documents related to the partisans were present-
ed. These were a decree subjugating military organisa-
tions to the new government and an ordinance of the
Head of the Department of Public Safety at the Polish
Committee of National Liberation calling on the pop-
ulation to turn in their weapons [12]. Next, on 24 Au-
gust, the underground military organisations operating
on the liberated territories were delegalised [13]. In
1944, the communist government issued a document
concerning the enemies of the new state, titled ‘Decree
of the Polish Committee of National Liberation on
State protection’ (in Polish: Dekret Polskiego Komite-
tu Wyzwolenia Narodowego o ochronie Panstwa) [14].
The aforementioned documents officially delegalised
all partisan organisations in Poland, while the latter
document sentenced the members of these organi-
sations to imprisonment or death. These sentences
were approved by Karol Swierczewski and Michat
Rola-Zymierski [15]. The date of entry into force of
the Decree on State protection can be considered as
the official start of the persecution of the heroic people
who we honour today for their sacrifice in the struggle
to achieve a truly independent Poland. The later legal

acts amended and added more details to the provisions
concerning resistance organisations [16, 17].

Furthermore, the Ministry of Public Security
(MPS) was established, led by Stanistaw Radkiewicz.
The first departments of the MPS began their opera-
tions even before the decree on state protection was
issued in 1944 as the Department of Public Security
under the Polish Committee of National Liberation.
However, the official date of establishment of the MPS
is considered to be January 1%, 1945 [18, 19]. The
MPS issued many documents regulating various as-
pects of the activities of security services with respect
to the partisans, who were at the time called ‘bandits’,
‘traitors’, ‘fascists’ or ‘reactionaries’ [20]. In the sum-
mer of 1945, the 9th circular was published titled ‘On
carrying out the operation to eliminate bands’ (in Pol-
ish: O przeprowadzeniu akcji likwidacji band), which
authorised executions on the spot, without a trial, of
‘bandits and saboteurs caught brandishing weapons’
[12, 21]. The MPS issued other documents in the form
of ordinances addressing the abuse of detainees by of-
ficers, including regular beatings and imprisonment.
These ordinances also regulated the handling of per-
sons found to support the ‘bandit’ organisations [21].
Lastly, in 1946, a draft document appeared describing
the correct execution methods of prisoners (albeit the
first such guidelines had been published as early as in
1945) [6]. This draft document addressed the perfor-
mance of death sentences by public security officers.
However, according to the studies quoted in the doc-
ument, the officers often committed illegal murders
that had nothing in common with the legally accepted
procedures [6, 9, 22].

It is important to note that some historians, such as
Jaroslaw Tuliszka, PhD, have suggested that establish-
ment of the MPS, formerly the Office of Public Secu-
rity (OPS), by the provisional government was illegal,
and as a result, any legal acts issued by the MPS could
be disputed, which in turn directly indicated the crimi-
nal nature of the actions taken by the Polish authorities
against the cursed soldiers [18]. Regardless of whether
the legality of the establishment of the OPS and later
the MPS can be questioned [18], there is no doubt that
the laws issued by the institution at the time overtly
stigmatised the underground independence organisa-
tions [12, 14, 16, 17]. The laconic nature of the docu-
ments, combined with the aggression displayed by the
strictly selected agents with a fondness for violence,
encouraged an arbitrary approach among the officers,
which led to regular violations of the enforcement pro-
tocols and other officially endorsed procedures [6, 9,
22]. The agents’ treatment of the prisoners was far
from civilised, and the cursed soldiers were without
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a doubt considered to be political prisoners. The cen-
tral decrees and laws endorsing the persecutions only
added to the plight of the cursed soldiers [12, 13, 14,
16,17, 23].

Results and empirical analysis

A forensic analysis of 28 bodies showed that in 24
cases, the cause of death was craniocerebral trauma.
Single gunshot wounds to the head were observed in
11 skulls, while two wounds were observed in 6 skulls,
and more than two in 3 skulls. In 7 cases, no gunshot
wounds to the skull were found, and in 1 case, multi-
ple injuries suggested that the cause of death was an
explosion. Twenty-six cases included both an entry
and an exit wound, whereas six entry wounds were not
coupled with an exit would. In total, 32 entry wounds
were found, located predominantly in the occipital
bone (18), followed by the temporal bone (5), parietal
bone (3), frontal bone (3), cervical spine (2) and the
nasal bone (1). The most common location of the exit
wound was the facial region (9), orbit (6), temporal
bone (4) and the frontal bone (3). Single exit wounds
were found in the parietal bone, occipital bone, nasal
bone and mandible, for a total of 26 sites.

Figure 1 shows a graphical representation of the
sites of the entry and exit wounds in the skulls of the
victims.

Table 1
Gunshots characteristic

Additional gunshot wounds | Head shots

Pelvis 3 None 8
Shoulder 17 Single shot to the head 11
Ribs 5 Two shots to the head 6
Tibia 3

>Two shots to the head 3
Humerus 3

Many gunshot wounds were also found in other ar-
eas of the body. The most common site of the gunshot
wounds was the scapula (17), followed by the ribs (5),
while 3 cases displayed gunshots to the pelvis, tibia
and humerus. Gunshot wounds on the left side of the
chest were only observed in four of the analysed skele-
tons, which indicated that in these four cases, the death
penalty likely followed the aforementioned execution
protocol. The trajectories of the bullets were also re-
constructed graphically. Injuries were found in the oc-
cipital lobe (18), frontal lobe (3), parietal lobe (3) and
the temporal lobe (5).

Figure 2 presents the graphical reconstruction of
the bullet trajectories in the skulls of the analysed
victims.

The calibre and types of bullets and firearms could
not be assessed due to an unsatisfactory preservation
of the exhumed skeletons. Furthermore, the medical

Figure 1. Graphic reconstruction of the locations of the entry and exit wounds of the cranial bones (the reconstruction excludes
cases 944 and 952 due to inability to determine the nature of the wound and the inlets of cases 941 and 1011-2 due to their

extracranial location).

Figure 2. Graphical reconstruction of bullet flight paths in the skull bones of the victims.
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documentation stored at the Department of Forensic
Medicine lacked information about any bullets or
bullet shells found in the graves. Consequently, the
authors of this study did not attempt a more detailed
analysis of the tools used to murder the cursed soldiers.

Discussion

The extermination of the Polish military elite,
initiated by the Soviets in 1940 in Katyn, continued
throughout the Polish People’s Republic over a period
of several decades. The communists’ fear of the influ-
ence of Polish resistance organisations that opposed
the new, Moscow-dependent government drove them
to attempt to eliminate all the people associated with
these organisations.

Every murder victim analysed in this publication
was found to be male (100%). These findings differ
slightly from the those of a study conducted by re-
searchers from Wroctaw, in which men and women
made up 92.82% and 7.18% of all cases, respectively
[24].

An assessment of the skull injuries for features of
the entry and exit wounds revealed the gunshot canals.
A majority of the shots were fired into the occipital
region (62.07% of skull injuries). This data matches
the results of other analyses of executions carried out
by firing squads at the time. A study conducted at the
Osobowice Cemetery in Wroctaw aimed at recon-
structing the methods of execution by firing squads
performed in 1949-1954 showed that at in at least
74% of cases, one of the shots was fired into the vic-
tim’s occipital region or the posterior parietal regions.
Similar results were obtained during the exhumations
of Polish officers in Kharkiv and Katyn, and at the
1.6dz-Brus military firing ground. Specifically, seven-
ty-three percent of the bodies exhumed in Kharkiv and
seventy-six of those exhumed in Katyn showed entry
wounds in the occipital bone [9].

The analysis of wounds in the skull conducted in
this study yielded similar results to those reported in
the literature. Notably, the entry wounds found on the
bodies were usually round or oval, whereas the exit
wounds were more diverse in shape or more irregu-
lar than the entry wounds. This data directly matches
that of the gunshot wounds in the skull characterised
by Gérald Quatrehomme [25]. Exit wounds are usual-
ly smaller than entry wounds, but there are instances
in which the opposite is true. An entry wound can be
smaller than an exit wound if the shot is fired from
a contact or point-blank range, or through an object.
It is worth noting that gunshot wounds involve both

primary radial fractures and secondary circular frac-
tures. The latter result from an increased intracranial
pressure and a deformation of the skull. Gunshots may
also cause satellite fractures, usually located in the re-
gion of the anterior cranial fossa [26].

Another important consideration is that the bullets
did not penetrate the skull and become lodged inside it
in any of the analysed cases. These findings match an
analysis published in 2003, in which a bullet lodged
itself in the subject’s brain tissue in only 2 of 15 cases
[27]. 1t should be pointed out that some bullets may
have been moved or left unfound during the exhuma-
tions of the cursed soldiers. Furthermore, establish-
ing the location of the bullets inside the brain tissue
may have been difficult due to advanced post-mortem
changes or the preservation of the bones only [28].

In light of this information, the authors of this
study reviewed the classifications and potential hy-
potheses for the mechanisms of the gunshot injuries
that may have been present in the analysed skeletons.
A publication from 2016 distinguishes four types of
injury: I —head injury with an unrelated skull fracture;
IT — skull fracture without penetration of the dura ma-
ter; III — complex skull fracture with penetration of
the dura mater and a resulting brain parenchyma; IV —
Type 111 wounds with additional trauma, such as pen-
etration of the ventricle, fracture of the orbit or sinus,
damage to the sinus of the dura mater or intracerebral
haematoma [29]. In addition, Type III is divided into
three subgroups: a — penetrating wound without an
embedded bullet; b — penetrating wound with a bullet
embedded in the brain parenchyma; and ¢ — perforat-
ed wound without an embedded bullet. The presence
of 32 entry wounds and 26 exit wounds led us to the
conclusion that the most common type of injury was
Type Illa (gunshot wound without an embedded bul-
let), ITIb (penetrating wound with an embedded bullet
that was not found during the exhumation or was dis-
located due to postmortem changes) [28] and Type IV
associated with the presence of extensive fractures in
some of the examined skulls.

The specific structure of the skull, which forms
what can be thought of as an enclosed skeletal box,
means that gunshot wounds to the head have unique
characteristics, because the bullet becomes deformed
as it moves through the bone. This changes its trajec-
tory and increases the damage (internal ricochets).
Bullet deformations enlarge the wound canal and the
temporary gunshot cavity. The intracranial pressure
increases, as a result of which brain structures located
between the temporary gunshot cavity and the skull
are forcefully pushed against them [26]. Although this
study only analysed bone materials, a review of the
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forensic literature allows for the hypothesis that fatal
gunshot injuries in the head may include severe trau-
ma of the brain structures, such as the occipital, tem-
poral, parietal and frontal lobes.

According to the aforementioned circular, the ex-
ecution was to be performed by a firing squad shoot-
ing the convict in the heart. If after the shots, a phy-
sician determined that the convict was still alive, the
squad commander was to shoot him in the temple with
a small arm [7, 8, 30, 31]. The data available at the
Department of Forensic Medicine in Krakow did not
allow for a precise identification of the calibres and
types of bullet or firearms. However, the data provided
by the Institute of National Memory and information
about the munitions by Eastern Bloc states suggest
that the executions were usually performed with Mo-
sin rifles, which at the time were used by the Polish
People’s Army and other security corps. The Mosin
rifles were Soviet-made weapons, widely distribut-
ed in Eastern Bloc states. In terms of small arms, the
executioners most likely used TT pistols (Tokarevs),
which were also a standard firearm among communist
services [32].

The analysed material showed that only some of
the soldiers sustained wounds indicative of a shot fired
into the chest, i.e. injuries to the ribs, sternum, shoul-
der bones or shoulder blades. There are two possible
explanations for these findings. Firstly, a shot fired into
the chest may have left no trace in the analysed mate-
rial. Because only the bones were preserved, it is im-
possible to accurately determine the trajectories of the
bullets and the damage to soft tissues that they caused.
Secondly, the executioners may not have followed the
instructions provided in the circular. The discrepancy
between the official procedure and the actual manner

Table 2

in which the executions were carried out may be con-
firmed by the accounts of the soldiers, as well as by
a document issued by the Head of the Department of
Justice Services of the Ministry of Defence and Chief
Military Prosecutor, Colonel Henryk Holder. In the
document, Holder underlined that the ‘death penalty
is in many cases carried out in highly inappropriate
conditions that disrespect the gravity of the act (...),
sentences are often carried out in prisons, virtually
in front of other inmates (...) by a sudden shot, fre-
quently to the back of the convict’s neck; the body is
buried nearby’ [7]. As this quote suggests, neither the
execution nor the burial followed the published guide-
lines. The official procedure required the prison staff
to place the body in a coffin and transport it to the pris-
on mortuary [8, 30], to be buried the following day at
a local cemetery [30]. Furthermore, an act from 1949
allowed the body to be handed over to the family, with
permission from the Chief of the Voivodeship Office
of Public Safety, after a consultation with a prosecutor
or a science and research centre. In this case, it was
sufficient to obtain permission from the Chief of the
Imprisonment Department at the Voivodeship Office
of Public Safety [6]. A comparison between the above
information and the findings from this study indicates
that officers of the security service did not follow the
legally binding guidelines. The bodies of the murdered
persons were found in unmarked, random graves in
different parts of cemeteries, often mixed up with an-
imal bones. Furthermore, they were not placed in cof-
fins, and they were with absolute certainty not hand-
ed over to the families. This fact should come as no
surprise, given that many instances of imprisonment
and execution deviated significantly from any legal or
social norms.

Detailed guidelines for execution drawn up by the Ministry of Public Security

Execution phase

Characteristics of the execution phase

1°

Preparation of
execution

The execution platoon, consisting of a minimum of four people and a commander, was responsible for
carrying out the punishment. Also present at the execution were the prosecutor, the head of the prison,
the doctor and the clergyman (at the request of the accused) [7, 31, 33]. Execution was to take place
between 0 and 5 am [7, 31].

Before the execution, prison servants would bring the accused from the prison cell to the place of exe-
cution. The hands, tied with a cord in the back, were fastened to a post [8]. The condemned man’s eyes
were covered with a white blindfold. In the meantime, the execution platoon, consisting of at least four
men and a commander, would line up at least 10 meters in front of the condemned man [6-8, 31, 32].

2° Proper execution | After the reading of the sentence by the prosecutor, the commander issued the following commands:
‘boil the gun’, ‘aim’, ‘pile’ [8, 31, 32]. Then shots were fired into the heart. The doctor’s task was to
officially declare death. In a situation where the convict was alive after the salvo was fired, the platoon
commander should fire a small arms shot at his temple [7, 8, 31, 32].

3° Post-execution After the execution, the prison staff placed the corpse in a coffin and moved it to the prison morgue

proceedings

[8, 31]. The body had to be buried the following day in the local cemetery [31].
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Table 3
Cases characteristic
Serial | Year | Section | Graveyard Forensic description Additional Graphical
number number | location annotations reconstruction
made
1 2017 | 927 Krakow, * Only a small part of the skull could be examined, | « Crime against X
Rakowicki and a closer determination of the mechanism of in- | humanity.
Cemetery jury is not possible. « Security
* Such an injury could have been, among other | Office in Nowy
things, a gunshot wound. Targ and
Krakow.
2 934 Krakow, * The death was due to craniocerebral injuries sus- v
Rakowicki tained as a result of gunshot wounds.
Cemetery » The entrance was on the occipital bone and the
exit was in the region of the the left orbital region.
3 935 Krakow, * The death was due to craniocerebral injuries sus- v Vv
Rakowicki tained as a result of gunshot wounds.
Cemetery * The two entry holes were located on the occipital
bone, both exits were on the right side of the head
vault, the channels of both gunshot wounds passed
from behind, obliquely to the right and forwards.
e The fracture of the left humerus, was from a se-
vere trauma and the absence of some of the frag-
ments suggests that it was a gunshot injury.
4 941 Krakow, * The death was due to craniocerebral injuries sus- v
Rakowicki tained as a result of a gunshot wound.
Cemetery  The inlet was located in the upper neck, within
the second vertebra, the canal drilled obliquely up-
wards and forwards, entering the skull through the
great occipital foramen, the outlet was located with-
in the right orbit.
* The fracture of the nasal bone was caused by the
action of a hard, blunt, high force instrument, a long
time before death, at least 2 months.
5 942 Krakow, * The death was due to craniocerebral injuries sus- v
Rakowicki tained as a result of a gunshot wound.
Cemetery * The entry was on the occipital bone and the exit
was in the upper left frontal region.
6 952 Krakow,  Death occurred as a result of injuries sustained v
Rakowicki from gunshot wounds.
Cemetery * The person had suffered at least six gunshot
wounds to the head and chest — the presence of gun-
shot holes and numerous rib fractures.
7 2018 | 467-1 | Krakow, * The signs of four gunshot wounds were found, the | « Military v
Rakowicki first three of which have inlets on the occipital bone | District Court
Cemetery scales and outlets in the middle part of the cranio- | in Krakéw of
facial region. 31.08.1951.
* Only one hole of an exit was found.
8 467-2 | Krakéw, * The entry is located low in the occipital region and | * Military X
Rakowicki the outlet above the root of the nose. District Court
Cemetery « The presence of gunshot injuries allows it to be | in Krakow of
assumed that the cause of death. 31.08.1951.
9 523 Kielce, Roman | * The existence of gunshot injuries can be ruled out |  Military X
Catholic on the skull bones, despite their considerable frag- | District Court
Cemetery mentation. in Kielce of
‘Piaski’ 11.06.1952.
10 524 Kielce, Roman | * The existence of gunshot injuries can be ruled out | « Military X
Catholic on the skull bones, despite their considerable frag- | District Court
Cemetery mentation. in Kielce of
‘Piaski’ 11.06.1952.
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Serial Year | Section | Graveyard Forensic description Additional Graphical
number number | location annotations reconstruction
made
11 2018 | 913 Cemetery * The autopsy indicates that the cause of death was | Searching for v
Nowy Targ a gunshot wound to the head. cursed soldiers,
« The gunshot channel passed from the right tem- | Nowy Targ —
poral scales to the left, directed from the back and | soldier killed
bottom slightly forward and upwards. during ambush.
12 918 Krakow, * The skull bone fractures caused by gunshot. V&
Rakowicki * The entry was located on the face, in the middle
Cemetery of the forehead, the exit on the back of the head.
In addition, the person suffered a second gunshot
wound to the mandible on the right side.
13 920 Krakéow, * Skull bone fractures caused by gunshot. * Repression v
Rakowicki « The entry was located low on the occipital, the exit | for activities in
Cemetery in the right eye socket. independence
organisations
0f 20.10.1948.
14 921 Krakow, « Skull bone fractures caused by gunshot. v
Rakowicki * The entry was located at the border of the neck and
Cemetery occiput, the outlet in the left eye socket.
15 924 Krakow, * The gunshot wound to the head at close range. X
Rakowicki « Certainly, this person did not suffer the typical oc-
Cemetery cipital shot in those cases.
16 925 Krakow, * The injuries from two gunshots were found. X
Rakowicki * A gunshot wound to the right pelvic bone was
Cemetery demonstrated.
* Two entry wounds each on the occipital bone, out-
let wounds on the facial part.
17 925a Krakow, * The injuries from two gunshots were found. * Following vV
Rakowicki « Examination of the remaining bones further re- | the Military
Cemetery vealed a gunshot wound to the right pelvic bone. | District Court
in Krakow.
18 926 — * Presence of two gunshot wounds. X
 The wound in the left scapula, right humerus, one
rib and right tibia.
19 927 — * Presence of gunshot injuries. * Repression X
« Entry wound on the right temporal bone, exit hole | for activities in
on the left side of the face. 1ndep§:n(1§:nce
« Presence of gunshot injuries to the left scapula, | tgamisations
right humerus, one rib and right tibia. 0f 20.10.1948.
20 927a — * Presence of injuries caused by five gunshot X
wounds.
* Gunshot wounds to the left scapula, right humer-
us, one rib and right tibia were shown.
21 2019 | 656 Historical * None of the fractures are gunshots wounds. * Repression X
Parish for activities in
Cemetery in independence
Brzesko organisations
of 28.12.1948.
22 674 Leskowiec hill | The cause of death was craniocerebral injury, | Shot in X
top; forest plot, | caused by gunshot wound. October 1946
Targoszow « There is a wound on the skull corresponding to the | in the area of
point of entry of the bullet, the point of exit cannot | the Leskowiec
be clearly established. hill.
23 816 Rycerka Gorna | « Fragmented skull (perimortem). 20.09.1945 X
* The injuries as a result of massive multi-organ 1(1}1'Rycerka
orna.

trauma and, in wartime conditions, as a result of
gunshot or explosion.
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Serial
number

Year

Section
number

Graveyard
location

Forensic description

Additional
annotations

Graphical

reconstruction

made

24

25

26

27

2019

1009-1

* Entry wound located in upper occipital region,
exit within cavity involving right side of face — de-
ceased as a result of gunshot wound.

X

1009-2

* First gunshot wound was located in the craniofa-
cial region. The exit was in the occipital region on
the right side. The second had an inlet low on the
occipital region on the left side, the exit was within
the left temple.

1011-1

* Cause of death was gunshot wound, entry low on
occiput and exit within the right eye socket.

1011-2

 Cause of death was injury to the cervical spine
(most likely as a result of gunshot wound, entry
high on the nape (neck), exit within the mouth.

28

2020

944

Krakow,
Rakowicki
Cemetery

* Fractures fissures and bone defects were found on
the left side, including a canal passed from the left
occipital process through the external skull base
bone.

* Skull injury may be considered, there may have
been a gunshot wound.

* Only one shot has been reconstucted

Conclusions
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BADANIE RAN POSTRZALOWYCH U ZOLNIERZY NIEZLOMNYCH
ZWIAZANYCH Z EGZEKUCJAMI DOKONYWANYMI

PRZEZ KOMUNISTOW — ANALIZA W UJECIU MEDYCZNYM

I HISTORYCZNYM W MATERIALE ZAKLADU MEDYCYNY

SADOWEJ W KRAKOWIE

Wprowadzenie

Koniec II wojny $wiatowej stanowit istotny mo-
ment historii, szczeg6lnie dla krajow Europy $rodko-
wo-wschodniej. Polacy, podobnie jak inne nacje, stangli
wowczas u progu zmiany uktadu sit i ponownego prze-
tasowania na arenie politycznej i militarnej. Koniec na-
zistowskiej okupacji wigzal si¢ z nadej$ciem ustroju so-
cjalistycznego. Cho¢ pozornie odzyskana niepodlegtosc¢
pokrzepiata wiar¢ narodu w jego suwerennos¢, bardzo
szybko nadzieje te okazaty si¢ ptonne. W koncu u pod-
staw ideologii komunistycznej lezata potrzeba podpo-
rzadkowania sobie panstw narodowych i narzucenia im
wlasnego paradygmatu [1].

Terminem ,,zolierze wykleci” (takze ,,zolnierze
nieztomni”) okresla si¢ uczestnikow drugiej konspiracji
z lat 1944-1956. Kleska Niemiec i zakonczenie wojny
w Europie w maju 1945 roku nie oznaczaty dla nich
bynajmniej odzyskania niepodlegtego panstwa polskie-
g0, o jakie wiekszo$¢ z nich walczyta od wrzesnia 1939
roku. Zajecie ziem polskich przez Armi¢ Czerwona,
ustalenia konferencji Wielkiej Trojki (Churchilla, Ro-
osevelta i Stalina) w Jatcie w lutym 1945 roku, na mocy
ktérych Polska utracita potowe swojego przedwojennego
terytorium (na wschod od Bugu), oraz stopniowe przej-
mowanie wladzy przez w petni oddanych Moskwie pol-
skojezycznych komunistéw nie pozostawialy zhudzen,
ze zamiast odzyskania niepodleglosci zaczela si¢ nowa,
sowiecka okupacja. Szacuje si¢, ze w latach 1944—-1956
przez wszystkie organizacje i grupy (wojskowe i cywil-
ne) niepodleglosciowego podziemia przewinelo si¢ ok.
120-180 tys. 0sob. Cze$¢ wywodzita si¢ z rozwigzane;j
w styczniu 1945 roku Armii Krajowej (przede wszystkim
Zrzeszenia ,,Wolnos¢ i Niezawistos¢”, Konspiracyjnego
Wojska Polskiego, Ruchu Oporu Armii Krajowej i in-
nych), czes¢ zwigzana byla z podziemiem narodowym
(Narodowym Zjednoczeniem Wojskowym oraz Naro-
dowymi Sitami Zbrojnymi), wreszcie istniat szereg lo-
kalnych organizacji konspiracyjnych i nieafiliowanych
oddzialow zbrojnych [2].

Pomimo iz okres dziatan antykomunistycznych par-
tyzantow niepodlegtosciowych, zwanych takze ,.nie-
ztomnymi”, przypada gtownie na lata 1944-1956, to
ostatni z nich, Jozef Franczak, zginat bohatersko wiele
lat pozniej, dopiero w 1963 roku. Zastrzelony w obtawie,

a nastgpnie z nakazu prokuratorskiego poddany po-
$miertnej dekapitacji, zostal pochowany, podobnie jak
jego towarzysze broni, w zbiorowej bezimiennej mogile,
bez czci i naleznego honoru [3, 4]. Uczestnikow podzie-
mia antykomunistycznego okre§lamy dzi§ mianem ,,zot-
nierzy wykletych”, gdyz przez kilkadziesiat lat (do konca
okresu tzw. Polski Ludowej, tj. do 1989 roku) byli mar-
ginalizowani, a ich historia zaktamywana przez komuni-
styczng propagandg. Prawda o ich walce byta falszowana
badz w najlepszym przypadku przemilczana, a oni sami
skazani na zapomnienie. Komunistom nie wystarczyto
fizyczne unicestwienie czgsci ,,wykletych” (ponad 8 tys.
zgingto w walce; ok. 5 tys. zostalo skazanych na karg
$mierci, z czego ponad potowe wyrokéw wykonano; po-
nad 20 tys. zmarto w wigzieniach w wyniku tortur, cho-
roéb 1 wyniszczajacej pracy) [5]. Rownie mocno chceie-
li ich $mierci cywilnej. Z powodu nieztomnej postawy
»wykletych” komuni$ci szargali ich dobre imig, przed-
stawiajac ich jako ,,bandytow”, ,,reakcjonistow”, ,,zdraj-
cOW” czy ,,faszystow”.

Kwestia partyzanckich dziatan zotnierzy nieztom-
nych zmusita witadze Polskiej Republiki Ludowej do
opracowania w 1946 roku szczegétowych wytycznych
wykonywania egzekucji zwanych ,,Okolnikiem w spra-
wie wykonywania wyrokow $mierci”. Wedtlug doku-
mentu wykonanie wyroku miato nastgpowac poprzez
rozstrzelanie przez pluton egzekucyjny lub powieszenie,
cho¢ preferowana miata by¢ pierwsza z metod [6, 7, 8].
Mimo ze zalecenia byty jasno i precyzyjnie sformuto-
wane, to ze wzgledu na lokalizacje i charakter obrazen
badanych w dotychczas publikowanych opracowaniach
jasno wynika, iz czesto nie przestrzegano powyzszego
rozporzadzenia, dokonujac tym samym bestialskich mor-
derstw na bezbronnych wiezniach [9].

Material i metodologia pracy badawczej

Retrospektywna analiz¢ przeprowadzono na pod-
stawie protokotow sekcji zwlok Zzohierzy podziemia
antykomunistycznego, znajdujacych si¢ w zasobach
Zaktadu Medycyny Sadowej w Krakowie. Zbadano
wszystkie protokoty sekcyjne z lat 2017-2020. Wybor
przypadkow dokonywany byt przez 2 niezalezne osoby,
a ich wyniki byly zbiezne. Zidentyfikowano poczatkowo



204 A. Kaczmarska, P. Juda, £. Wojcik, P. Klaptocz, K. Lukos-Karcz, D. Pajor, M. Nowak, T. Konopka

31 przypadkéw — wszystkie wylacznie ptci meskiej. Do
dalszej analizy wybrano 28 przypadkdw, zas pozostate
3 zostaly wykluczone ze wzgledu na odnalezienie pod-
czas ekshumacji w jednym worku szczatkow nalezacych
do 3 réznych osoéb. Opracowano dane w postaci cha-
rakterystyki obrazen (okreslonych na podstawie cech
morfologicznych ko$ci) oraz zbadano rany postrzatlowe
kosci szkieletow pod katem mechanizmu ich powstania.
Ponadto przeanalizowano prawno-historyczng literaturg
w tym zakresie, a takze dokonano proby pogladowej gra-
ficznej rekonstrukcji toréw lotu kul na podstawie dostgp-
nych protokoléow oraz zdje¢ wykonanych w czasie sekcji,
dostgpnych w Zaktadzie Medycyny Sadowej Collegium
Medicum Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego w Krakowie.

Celem pracy bylo przedstawienie charakterysty-
ki ran postrzalowych, jakie odniesli Zoierze wykleci
w wyniku egzekucji, a takze statystyczne podsumowanie
danych, odtworzenie mechanizmow zgonoéw z ich gra-
ficzna rekonstrukcja oraz odniesienie zebranych materia-
6w do obowigzujacych wowczas aktow prawnych oraz
realidw historycznych badanego okresu ze szczegdlnym
uwzglednieniem oOwczesnie obowiazujacych wytycz-
nych przeprowadzania egzekucji.

Geneza prze§ladowan zolnierzy wykletych
w ujeciu prawnym i historycznym

Poczatkdéw polskiego podziemia niepodleglosciowe-
go upatruje si¢ juz w okresie II wojny $wiatowe;j, kiedy
to pierwsze grupy partyzanckie dokonywaty aktow sabo-
tazu na nazistach sprawujacych 6wczesnie rzady na tere-
nie Generalnego Gubernatorstwa i reszcie przywlaszczo-
nych do Rzeszy ziem. Dzialania Armii Krajowej, do kto-
rej nalezeli niektorzy pozniejsi zotnierze wykleci, skto-
nity nazistowskie wtadze do opracowania specjalnych
list poszukiwanych 0sdb, niebezpiecznych dla nowego
aparatu rzgdowego. Takim dokumentem byta ,,Specjal-
na ksigga Polakow $ciganych listem gonczym” (niem.
Sonderfahndungsbuch Polen). Na jej podstawie karano
wowczas osoby sprzeciwiajace si¢ niemieckiemu oku-
pantowi [10]. Historycy Zbigniew Nawrocki oraz Jerzy
Kutak zwracali uwagg na to, ze komunistyczne wladze
przejmowaly dokumenty wytworzone przez nazistow,
a takze agenture stanowiacg struktury zwalczajace par-
tyzantow niepodlegtosciowych, co prowadzilo do sku-
teczniejszego zwalczania nieztomnych az do ostateczne;j
likwidacji tej struktury w 1963 roku wraz ze $miercig
Jozefa Franczaka [3, 4, 11].

Dziatania przeciwko zolierzom wykletym komu-
nistyczne wtadze rozpoczely praktycznie rownoczesnie
z wkroczeniem do Polski komunistéw, cho¢, jak podaje
Janusz Kurtyka, pierwsze dzialania wywiadowcze prze-
ciwko polskiej konspiracji NKWD podejmowato jeszcze
przed przejeciem wiladzy w Polsce cho¢by na terenach

owczesnego Generalnego Gubernatorstwa [11]. Wraz
z przejeciem wladzy w Polsce przez komunistow w lipcu
1944 roku przedstawiono pierwsze dokumenty nawigzu-
jace do dziatan partyzantéw. Byt to dekret o podporzad-
kowaniu si¢ organizacji militarnych nowym wtadzom,
a takze zarzadzenie kierownika Resortu Bezpieczenstwa
Publicznego PKWN, wzywajace do zdawania broni
przez ludnosé [12]. Nastepnie, 24 sierpnia, dokonata si¢
prawna delegalizacja tajnych organizacji wojskowych
na terenach wyzwolonych [13]. Z kolei w pazdzierniku
1944 roku nowe wladze wydaty dokument stanowiacy
o wrogach nowo odtwarzanej panstwowosci: ,,Dekret
Polskiego Komitetu Wyzwolenia Narodowego o ochro-
nie Panstwa” [14]. Powyzsze dokumenty oficjalnie de-
legalizowaty wszelkie organizacje o charakterze par-
tyzanckim, dziatajace na terenie Polski. Ostatni z nich
skazywal cztonkow tych organizacji na kar¢ wigzienia,
a takze $mierci, a wyroki te zatwierdzane byty przez Ka-
rola Swierczewskiego i Michata Rolg-Zymierskiego [15].
Moment uprawomocnienia Dekretu o ochronie Panstwa
stanowi¢ moze dat¢ oficjalnego rozpoczecia przeslado-
wan ludzi, ktorych bohaterstwo czcimy dzisiaj, oddajac
im cze$¢ za poswigcenie w walce o realnie niepodlegly
Polske. Wydawane pézniej akty prawne stanowity aktu-
alizacje i uscislenia spraw zwigzanych z organizacjami
niepodlegtosciowymi [16, 17].

Kolejne dziatania wtadz polegaly na powotaniu Mini-
sterstwa Bezpieczenstwa Publicznego (MBP) pod prze-
wodnictwem Stanistawa Radkiewicza. Pierwsze struk-
tury tej instytucji rozpoczely dziatania jeszcze przed
wydaniem Dekretu o ochronie Panstwa w sierpniu 1944
roku, wowczas jako Resort Bezpieczenstwa Publicznego
Polskiego Komitetu Wyzwolenia Narodowego (PKWN)),
niemniej jednak za oficjalng dat¢ powstania Ministerstwa
Bezpieczenstwa Publicznego uznaje si¢ 1 stycznia 1945
roku [18, 19]. W ramach dziatan tej struktury wydano
szereg dokumentow dotyczacych roznych aspektow
dziatan shuzb bezpieczenstwa wobec partyzantow na-
zywanych wowczas ,.bandytami”, ,,zdrajcami”, ,,faszy-
stami” czy tez ,,reakcjonistami” [20]. Latem 1945 roku
ukazat si¢ okdlnik numer 9 ,,O przeprowadzeniu akcji
likwidacji band”, upowazniajacy do rozstrzeliwania na
miejscu, bez sadu ,,bandytéw i dywersantow ztapanych
z bronig w reku” [12, 21]. W tamtym czasie w ramach
dziatan ministerstwa ukazywaty si¢ réwniez inne doku-
menty w postaci zarzadzen i rozkazow, dotyczace na-
ruszen funkcjonariuszy wobec aresztantéw, stanowiace
o regularnym ich biciu czy przetrzymywaniu. Rozkazy
dotyczyly takze postepowania w przypadku ujawnienia
0sOb pomagajacych ,.bandyckim” organizacjom [21].
Wreszcie w 1946 roku pojawit si¢ projekt dokumen-
tu opisujacego przebieg prawidtowo przeprowadzonej
egzekucji na wiezniach (choé¢ pierwsze wytyczne ist-
nialy juz w 1945 roku) [6]. Dokument wskazywat spo-
sob wykonywania kary $mierci przez funkcjonariuszy
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»bezpieki” — jak wynika z przytoczonych w przypisie
badan, czesto na wilasng regke dokonywali oni bezpraw-
nych morderstw niemajacych nic wspolnego z przyjetym
prawnie protokotem postepowania [6, 9, 22].

Nie bez znaczenia pozostaje takze fakt, iz niektorzy
historycy, tacy jak doktor Jarostaw Tuliszka, sugerowali
bezprawno$¢ samego powolania przez tymczasowy rzad
instytucji Ministerstwa Bezpieczenstwa Publicznego —
wczesniej Urzedu Bezpieczenstwa Publicznego (UBP)
— a tym samym mozliwo$¢ podwazenia wszelkich aktow
prawnych wydanych przez t¢ struktureg, co w bezposredni
sposob wskazywatoby na przestgpczy charakter dziatan
wladz polskich wobec Zotnierzy nieztomnych [18]. Bez
wzgledu na to, czy legalno$¢ powolania UBP (Urzad Bez-
pieczenstwa Publicznego), a pdzniej MBP (Ministerstwo
Bezpieczenstwa Publicznego), moze by¢ podwazana
[18], nie ulega watpliwos$ci fakt, ze obowiazujace woOw-
czas akty prawne wydawane przez t¢ instytucje w sposob
jawny stygmatyzowaly podziemne organizacje niepod-
leglosciowe [12, 14, 16, 17]. Lakoniczno$¢ dokumen-
tow w potaczeniu z agresja $cisle wyselekcjonowanych
agentow lubujacych si¢ w aktach przemocy sprzyjala
samowoli funkcjonariuszy, doprowadzajac do regularne-
go powtarzania si¢ naruszen protokotow egzekucyjnych,
a takze innych procedur opracowywanych przez urzedni-
kéw panstwa [6, 9, 22]. Postgpowanie oprawcow dalece
odbiegato od cywilizowanego postgpowania z osadzony-
mi, a zotnierze wykleci z catg pewnoscia stanowili grupg
wigzniow politycznych. Sytuacji tej sprzyjaty publiko-
wane przez wladze centralne dekrety i ustawy prawnie
mocujace przesladowania nieztomnych [12, 13, 14, 16,
17, 23].

Wyniki i analiza empiryczna

Sadowo-lekarska analiza 28 cial wykazata, ze w 24
przypadkach przyczyna $mierci byly obrazenia czasz-
kowo-mézgowe. Pojedyncze postrzaly w glowe byly
obecne w 11 czaszkach, po dwa w 6, a wigcej niz po
dwa w 3. W siedmiu przypadkach nie znaleziono ran po-
strzatlowych czaszek, natomiast w jednym przypadku ze
wzgledu na liczne obrazenia wysnuto podejrzenie, iz do
$mierci doszto w wyniku wybuchu. Sposréd wszystkich
postrzatow mozna wyodrebni¢ 26, ktore byty przestrza-
fami, natomiast sze$ciu otworom wlotowym nie towa-
rzyszyty rany wylotowe. Ogotem stwierdzono 32 rany
wlotowe, w wigkszosci przypadkow znajdujace si¢ w ko-
$ci potylicznej (18), inne lokalizacje obejmowaty: ko$¢
skroniowg (5), ko$¢ ciemieniowg (3), ko$¢ czotowa (3),
kregostup szyjny (2) oraz kos¢ nosowa (1). Najczestsza
lokalizacja wylotu byta twarzoczaszka (9), oczodot (6),
kos¢ skroniowa (4), ko$¢ czotowa (3), natomiast poje-
dyncze wyloty zostaty znalezione w kosci ciemieniowe;j,

kosci potylicznej, ko$ci nosowej oraz zuchwie — w sumie
26 lokalizacji.

Rycina 1 przedstawia graficzng rekonstrukcje lokali-
zacji wlotowych i wylotowych ran postrzalowych kosci
czaszek ofiar.

Poza obrazeniami glowy w analizowanych przypad-
kach odnaleziono réwniez liczne postrzaty innych oko-
lic ciata. Najczestsza towarzyszaca lokalizacja obrazen
byta topatka (17), kolejno zebra (5), natomiast postrzaty
miednicy, kosci piszczelowej 1 ramiennej byly obecne
w trzech przypadkach. Na podstawie analizy szkieletow
tylko w czterech z nich udokumentowano otwory po-
strzatowe po lewej stronie klatki piersiowej, co pozwa-
la na stwierdzenie, ze w tych przypadkach kara $mier-
ci zostala wykonana prawdopodobnie zgodnie z wyzej
opisanym w pracy protokotem wykonania kary $mierci.
W oparciu o graficzng rekonstrukcje mechanizmu oce-
niono takze tor lotu pocisku. Stwierdzono uszkodzenia
w ptacie potylicznym (18), ptacie czolowym (3), placie
ciemieniowym (3) i ptacie skroniowym (5).

Rycina 2 przedstawia graficzng rekonstrukcje torow
lotu pociskow w kosciach czaszki badanych ofiar.

Ze wzgledu na niezadowalajacy stopien zachowania
si¢ szczatkow kostnych ekshumowanych szkieletow oce-
na kalibru, rodzaju pocisku oraz rodzaju broni byta nie-
mozliwa. W przebadanej dokumentacji medycznej kra-
kowskiego Zaktadu Medycyny Sadowej brak byto takze
informacji na temat odnalezionych w grobach tusek czy
nabojow. Z tego powodu w niniejszej publikacji nie po-
dejmowano si¢ doktadnych analiz narzedzi, przy pomocy
ktérych mordowano zohierzy wykletych.

Dyskusja

Eksterminacja polskiej elity wojskowej, zapoczat-
kowana przez sowietow w 1940 roku w Katyniu, byta
kontynuowana na terenie Polskiej Republiki Ludowe;j
przez kolejne dziesigciolecia. Strach komunistow przed
wplywami polskich organizacji niepodleglosciowych,
ktére sprzeciwialy si¢ nowej i zaleznej od Moskwy wta-
dzy, sktaniat ich do dziatan zmierzajacych do catkowitej
eliminacji 0os6b zwigzanych z tymi ruchami.

Analizujac strukture pici ofiar badanych w niniejsze;j
publikacji, stwierdzono, iz wszystkie ofiary morderstw
stanowig me¢zezyzni (100%). Powyzsze dane roznig si¢
nieznacznie od wynikow pracy wroctawskich badaczy,
w ich publikacji wykazano, ze m¢zczyzni stanowili od-
powiednio 92,82%, a kobiety 7,18% [24].

Badajac obrazenia czaszek pod katem charaktery-
stycznych dla ran wlotowych i wylotowych cech, usta-
lono kanat postrzatu. Na tej podstawie stwierdzono, ze
najwiecej strzalow oddano w okolice potylicy. Stano-
wi to 62,07% obrazen czaszki. Dane te koreluja z wy-
nikami innych analiz egzekucji przez rozstrzelanie
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wykonywanych w tamtym okresie. Badanie przepro-
wadzone na Cmentarzu Osobowickim we Wroctawiu,
dotyczace rekonstrukcji sposobu wykonywania kary
$mierci przez rozstrzelanie w latach 1949-1954, wyka-
zato, ze w przynajmniej 74% przypadkow jeden ze strza-
tow oddany byt w okolice potyliczna lub tylne czgsci
okolic ciemieniowych. Podobne wyniki otrzymano po
ekshumacjach polskich oficerow w Charkowie, a takze
w Katyniu oraz na terenie poligonu £.6dz-Brus. W Char-
kowie w 73% przypadkow przeprowadzonych ekshuma-
cji stwierdzono otwory wlotowe w potylicy, a w Katyniu
—w 76% takich przypadkow [9].

Analiza otworéw zaobserwowanych na koSciach
czaszek badanych w niniejszej publikacji nie odbiegala
od danych zawartych w literaturze tematu. Charakte-
rystyczne dla szczatkow ofiar bylo to, Ze rany wlotowe
najczesciej miaty ksztatt okragly lub owalny, podczas
gdy rany wylotowe mialy szerszy zakres ksztattow i byty
bardziej nieregularne niz wlotowe. Dane te koresponduja
bezposrednio z charakterystyka obrazen postrzatlowych
czaszki przedstawiong przez Géralda Quatrehomme’a
[25]. Otwory wlotowe sa zazwyczaj mniejsze od wyloto-
wych, jednak zdarzaja si¢ przypadki, gdy jest odwrotnie.
Rana wylotowa moze by¢ mniejsza od wlotowej, gdy
strzal oddano z przystawienia, z bardzo bliskiej odlegto-
$ci lub gdy strzelano przez przedmiot. Warto zauwazyc¢,
ze w przypadku ran postrzatlowych mamy do czynienia
zardwno z promienistymi ztamaniami pierwotnymi, jak
i okr¢znymi ztamaniami wtoérnymi. Te drugie sa konse-
kwencja wzrostu cisnienia wewnatrzczaszkowego i znie-
ksztatcenia czaszki. Dodatkowo mogg powstawaé ztama-
nia satelitarne zlokalizowane najczgsciej w okolicy dotu
przedniego czaszki [26].

Istotne jest takze to, ze w zadnym z badanych przy-
padkéw nie odnaleziono pociskow, ktdre penetrowatyby
czaszke 1 utkwityby w jej wnetrzu. Zgadza si¢ to z ana-
lizag opublikowang w 2003 roku, wedtug ktorej pocisk
pozostat w tkance mozgowej tylko w 2 z 15 przypadkow
[27]. Warto zaznaczy¢, ze w ramach prac ekshumacyj-
nych nad grobami Zotnierzy wykletych mogto dojs¢ do
nieodnalezienia lub przemieszczenia pociskow, a takze
trudnosci w ustaleniu ich ewentualnej lokalizacji w tkan-
ce moézgowej z powodu zachowania jedynie materialu
kostnego lub postepujacych zmian posmiertnych [28].

W $wietle tych informacji przyjrzano si¢ klasyfika-
cji oraz ewentualnym hipotezom mechanizmow urazow
spowodowanych bronig palna, mogacych wystepowac
w badanych w niniejszej publikacji szkieletach. Wedtug
publikacji z 2016 roku wyrdézni¢ mozna nast¢pujace
cztery rodzaje obrazen: I — rana glowy z niepowigzanym
peknigciem czaszki; I1 — peknigcie czaszki bez penetracji
opony twardej; Il — ztozone zlamanie czaszki z penetra-
cja opony twardej i zwigzanego z nig migzszu mozgu,
IV — rany typu III z dodatkowymi obrazeniami, takimi
jak: penetracja komory, ztamanie oczodotu lub zatoki,

uszkodzenie zatoki opony twardej czy krwiak $rédmo-

zgowy [29]. Dodatkowo w grupie III wyrdznia si¢ trzy

podgrupy:

a. rana przestrzalowa bez zatrzymanego pocisku,

b. rana penetrujaca z zatrzymaniem pocisku w migzszu
mozgu,

c. rana perforowana bez zatrzymanego pocisku.

Zwazywszy na obecnos¢ 32 ran wlotowych i 26 ran
wylotowych, mozna wnioskowac, ze najczestszym ro-
dzajem obrazen byly te nalezace do podtypu Illa (rana
przestrzalowa bez zatrzymywanego pocisku), IIIb (rana
penetrujaca z zatrzymaniem pocisku nieodnalezionego
w ramach prac ekshumacyjnych lub przemieszczonego
wraz ze zmianami posmiertnymi) [28] i typu IV zwigza-
nego z obecnoscia rozleglych ztaman w niektérych z ba-
danych czaszek.

Rany postrzatowe glowy z uwagi na specyficzng bu-
dowe czaszki, ktéra stanowi swego rodzaju zamknigta
puszke kostna, sa wyjatkowe i charakterystyczne, bo-
wiem podczas przechodzenia przez warstwe kostng po-
cisk ulega deformacji. Wiagze si¢ to ze zmiang kierunku
przemieszczania si¢ i powigkszaniem obrazen (rykoszet
wewnetrzny). Deformacje pocisku zwigkszaja rozmiar
kanatu rany i tymczasowej jamy postrzatowej. Docho-
dzi do duzego wzrostu ci$nienia wewnatrzczaszkowego
— struktury mézgowia znajdujgce si¢ migdzy tymczaso-
wa jamg postrzatlowa i kos¢mi czaszki sg silnie do nich
dociskane [26]. Cho¢ w niniejszej publikacji badany byt
tylko materiat kostny, na podstawie analizy literatury
medyczno-sagdowej mozna hipotetycznie wskazaé, ze
uszkodzenia prowadzace do $mierci w wyniku postrzalu
w glowe moga obejmowac znaczne uszkodzenia struktur
moézgowych, takich jak ptaty potyliczne, skroniowe, cie-
mieniowe czy czotowe.

Wedhig wspomnianego wyzej okélnika rozstrzeliwa-
nie miato nastepowac poprzez oddanie przez pluton eg-
zekucyjny strzatow w serce oskarzonego. W przypadku
gdy po oddane;j salwie lekarz stwierdzit, ze poszkodowa-
ny zyje, dowodca plutonu powinien oddac¢ strzat w jego
skron z broni krétkiej [7, 8, 30, 31]. Na podstawie da-
nych z krakowskiego Zaktadu Medycyny Sadowej nie-
mozliwe byto doktadne ustalenie kalibru, rodzaju poci-
sku oraz rodzaju broni. Jednakze na podstawie danych
pochodzacych z Instytutu Pamigci Narodowej oraz in-
formacji o 6wczesnym wyposazeniu militarnym panstw
bloku wschodniego mozna wywnioskowac, ze egzekucje
wykonywano zwykle z uzyciem karabindw Mosin, kto-
re byly w tym czasie w wyposazeniu Ludowego Wojska
Polskiego i1 innych formacji bezpieczenstwa. Byla to
bron radzieckiej produkcji, szeroko rozpowszechniona
w panstwach bloku wschodniego. Jezeli chodzi o bron
krotka, to najprawdopodobniej uzywano pistoletow TT
(Tokariewa), rowniez bedacych standardowym wyposa-
zeniem stuzb komunistycznych [32].
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W przeanalizowanym materiale stwierdzono, ze tyl-
ko cze$¢ zotnierzy miata obrazenia wskazujace na strzat
w okolice klatki piersiowej, tzn. obrazenia: zeber, most-
ka, kosci ramiennych, topatek. Przyczyne takich rezulta-
tow mozna wyjasni¢ dwojako — jednym z powodoéw moze
by¢ postrzal w klatke piersiowa bez pozostawienia §ladu
w badanym materiale. Biorac pod uwage zachowanie tyl-
ko materiatu kostnego, nie da si¢ jednoznacznie ustali¢
trajektorii lotu pocisku i wyrzadzonych przezen szkoéd
w tkankach mig¢kkich. Drugim powodem moze by¢ to, ze
nie stosowano si¢ do wytycznych zawartych w okdlniku.
Potwierdzeniem, ze faktyczny sposéb przeprowadzania
egzekucji odbiegat od przyjetych regut, mogg by¢ rela-
cje zohierzy, a takze dokument wydany przez szefa De-
partamentu Stuzby Sprawiedliwo$ci MON i Naczelnego
Prokuratora Wojskowego — ptk. Henryka Holdera. We
wspomnianym pismie podkreslit on, ze ,,wykonywanie
wyrokow $mierci odbywa si¢ niejednokrotnie w warun-
kach wysoce nicodpowiednich i uwlaczajacych powadze
aktu (...), wykonywanie wyrokéw odbywa si¢ czestokro¢
w wiegzieniach nieomal na oczach innych wig¢zniow (...)
poprzez oddanie znienacka strzahlu, czgsto w kark de-
likwenta; cialo zagrzebywane jest w poblizu.” [7]. Jak
mozna zauwazy¢ na podstawie powyzszego fragmentu,
sposob wykonania kary $§mierci nie odpowiadatl wyda-
nym wytycznym. Takze sposob pochowku ciata odbiegat
od zalecanych zasad. Wytyczne postgpowania poegzeku-
cyjnego nakazywaly, by stuzba wig¢zienna umieszczata
zwloki w trumnie i przenosita je do wigziennej kostni-
cy [8, 30]. Ciato nalezato pochowa¢ dnia nastgpnego na
miejscowym cmentarzu [30]. Ponadto ustawa z 1949
roku umozliwiata wydanie zwlok rodzinie — po uzyska-
niu zgody szefa wojewddzkiego Urzedu Bezpieczenstwa
Publicznego w porozumieniu z prokuratorem lub zakta-
dem naukowo-badawczym — tutaj wystarczala zgoda na-
czelnika wydziatu wigziennictwa wojewoddzkiego urzedu
bezpieczenstwa publicznego (WUBP) [6]. Zestawiajac
powyzsze informacje z przeprowadzonym badaniem,
stwierdzono, ze funkcjonariusze shuzby bezpieczenstwa
réwniez w tym aspekcie nie stosowali si¢ do obowigzu-
jacych ich prawnie zalecen. Ciata 0os6b zamordowanych
znajdowane byly w nicoznaczonych, przypadkowych
grobach w roéznych czgsciach cmentarzy, czgsto wymie-
szane z kos¢mi zwierzecymi. Ponadto nie znajdowaly si¢
one w trumnach i z catg pewnoscia nie byly one wyda-
wane rodzinom. Fakt ten nie powinien dziwi¢, w koncu
caly proces przetrzymywania wigzniow, a takze ich egze-
kucje czesto znaczaco odbiegaty od jakichkolwiek norm
zardwno prawnych, jak i spotecznych.

Whioski

1. Najczestszy rodzaj obrazen $miertelnych w bada-
nej grupie stanowita rana postrzatowa z pobliza lub

przystawienia do potylicy, drazaca w kierunku kos$ci
twarzoczaszki lub okolicy czotowo-skroniowe;.

2. Sposrod wszystkich badanych u 9 stwierdzono wigcej
niz jedna rang postrzatowa, a u 10 — ran¢ obszaru inne-
go niz glowa, obrazenia te prawdopodobnie byty nie-
zwigzane z egzekucjami dokonywanymi przez pluton.

3. Ze wzgledu na zachowanie jedynie materiatu kostne-
go niemozliwe jest pelne odtworzenie obrazen dozna-
nych przez zotnierzy wykletych.

4. Funkcjonariusze aparatu bezpieczenstwa panstwa
w wigkszosci badanych przypadkow dokonywali sa-
mowolnych egzekucji na aresztowanych.

5. W prawie wszystkich przypadkach egzekucje przebie-
galy niezgodnie z zaleceniami opracowanymi przez
Ministerstwo Bezpieczenstwa Publicznego.

Niniejsza publikacja stanowi¢ moze przyczynek do dal-
szych badan zarowno medycznych, jak i historycznych
nad losami zohierzy wykletych, a tym samym pogtebiac
wiedze o zbrodniczych dziataniach komunistycznych
wtladz Polski w latach 1946-1963.
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