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1. Academic degrees 

(A) DSc in Legal History

1) Eszter Herger Csabáné, Professor of the Department of Legal History, at the University 
of Pécs, received the academic degree of Doctor of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
(DSc.). Her public defence was held at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences headquarters 
on April 6, 2022. The title of her was “A modern magyar házassági vagyonjog kialaku-
lása és rendszere a német jogfejlődés tükrében” (The Development and System of the 
Hungarian Marital Property Law in the Light of the German Legal Development).1

(B) PhD in Legal History

1) Roland Kelemen, assistant lecturer at Széchenyi István University Győr, defended his 
thesis “Kivételes hatalom elméleti és történeti rendszere, valamint gyakorlati megvaló-
sulása az 1914 és 1922 közötti sajtószabályozás és sajtórendészet tükrében” (Theoretical 

1  All the documents can be found on the following link of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. http://
real-d.mtak.hu/1286/ (accessed: 14.04.2022.) The papers, essays of the candidates see below.
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and Historical System of Exceptional Power and its Practical Realization in the Light of 
Press Regulation and Press Policies between 1914 and 1922). The procedure took place 
in the Doctoral School of the University Széchenyi István on February 22, 2022.2

2) Gabriella Matla, defended her PhD thesis at the University of Pécs, titled “A pol-
gári kor gyermekvédelmi szabályozásának előzményei a magyar és a spanyol jogban, 
különös tekintettel a XIX–XX. századi jogszokáskutatásokra”3 (The Antecedents of the 
Regulation of Child Protection in the Modern Era in the Hungarian and Spanish Law, 
with a Special Regard to the Research of Customary Law in 19th–20th Century) success-
fully on September 9, 2022.

2. Monographs, edited volumes and individual chapters, essays

Due to the similarities in topics of publication in the year, it is reasonable that unusually 
from the reviews of the previous years, I present the monographs, then edited volumes, 
finally, the chapters of books, essays and papers in the same subchapter, however in 
thematic sets and one genre after the other, respectively and in alphabetical order. Thus, 
I always start with the monographs, edited volumes and only after that I turn to chapters, 
and essays or papers. I follow the same pattern in the bibliography too so that it could be 
more comfortable to identify the specific works like in a manual. Most of the papers of 
journals that are originally written in English, especially the ones having a DOI number, 
can easily be accessed through the Internet, even if I do not labelled it specifically.

(A) The Golden Bull – edited volumes and individual chapters, essays

Though there were not so many PhD dissertations and habilitations than in the previous 
two years, 2022 did not lack events in the field of legal history at all. Namely, the year 
2022 marks the octocentenary jubilee of the Hungarian Golden Bull issued by András 
II in 1222. This Bull became one of the most important cardinal laws in Hungarian 
constitutional history as being the key element of the ancient or historic constitution up 
until 1949 when the first cartal constitution was incorporated and forced to the country. 
Moreover, the present Fundamental Law from 2011 refers also to the historic constitution, 
so that it should be interpreted in accordance with the historic constitution. Therefore, 
this period of eight hundred years even if it was interrupted between 1948/49–1990 is 
crucial in the Hungarian constitutional development, thus the conferences and volumes 
examined not just the context, but the reception and aftermath of the Golden Bull as well. 
In this historiographic summary, only there is space for the enlistment of the most rel-

2  For the documents see https://doktori.hu/index.php?menuid=193&lang=HU&vid=24267&popup=1 
(accessed: 14.04.2022).

3  For the thesis of the candidate see https://pea.lib.pte.hu/bitstream/handle/pea/34372/matla-gabriella-
tezis-hun-2022.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y (accessed: 14.04.2022). For the dissertation of the candidate see 
https://pea.lib.pte.hu/bitstream/handle/pea/34372/matla-gabriella-phd-2022.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
(accessed: 14.04.2022).
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evant works including edited volumes4 and chapters5 or journal articles,6 however, there 
is an English volume forthcoming in 2023, therefore it will be presented only next year 
in columns of this journal. 

(B) Criminal law – books, chapters and essays

Besides the Golden Bull, the overwhelming quantity of the evergreen topics of jurisdic-
tion7 and judges,8 especially criminal justice9 and criminal law,10 and the codification11 
remained the most frequent that caught the interest of the profession so that several 
monographs and edited volumes were released. Certainly, the chapters12 and articles13 
were not missing too from the outcome of the research. 

In close relation to the other side of the legal profession, jurisprudence and legal 
education gained also a remarkable interest among the scholars in 2022, although there 
was only a single monograph14 that embraced solely this topic, the huge amount of chap-
ters15 and journal papers16 represents us that there is some tendency for historiography 

4  Mezey, Az Aranybulla.
5  Balogh, “Az Aranybulla értékelése”, and “Az európai jogtörténelem fősodrában”; Balogh, 

“Jogszolgáltató méltóságok”; Béli “II. András korabeli jogforrások”; Diószegi Szabó, “A Német Aranybulla”; 
Homoki-Nagy, “Magánjogi intézmények”; Horváth, “The Golden Bull of 1222”, and “Az 1222. évi Aranybulla 
ellenállási joga”, and “Az 1222. évi Aranybulla mint”; Képes, “A «Dán Aranybulla»”; Szabó, “Az erdélyi 
szászok”; Stipta, “Az Aranybulla ellenállási záradéka”, and “Az ellenállási jog”; Szabó, “ Alkotmányos 
berendezkedésünk gyökerei”.

6  Diószegi Szabó, “Az Aranybulla és ellenállási záradékának”.
7  Antal, A Magyar Királyi Igazságügyminisztérium. 
8  Schweitzer, A mezítlábas ügyvédtől.
9  Kelemen, A kivételes hatalom.
10  Balogh, Bevezetés; Korsósné Delacasse, Csalfa áméttások által.
11  Balogh, Wissenstransfer; Kovács-Szépvölgyi, Kihívások; László and Megyeri-Pálffi, Az 1811. évi 

erdélyi büntetőkódex-javaslat.
12  Balogh, “Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction”; Balogh, “A neoabszolutizmus”, and “Két fejezet”; Barna, 

“Változó erkölcsök”; Beke-Martos, “A halálbüntetés jelene”; Biczó, “In the Service of the State”; Mezey, 
“Anfänge der öffentlich-rechtlichen Gerichtsbarkeit”, and “Az 1843. évi büntetőjogi javaslatok”; Nagy and 
Szabó, “A 19. századi büntetőjogi modernizáció”; Schlachta, “A botrányos magaviselet” and “Fejezetek 
a bírói hivatás történetéből”.

13  Biczó, “Benedikt Carpzov”; Biró, “Hűtlenség”, and “Az országbíró bíráskodása”; Bódiné Beliznai 
“Die Judexcurialkonferenz”, and “Tárgyalótermi protokoll”, and “Törvényszéki bíró”; Kovács-Szépvölgyi, 
“Die Jugendgerichtsbarkeit”; Lehotay, “«...A büntető bíróságok gyakorlata»”; Mezey, “Történeti alkotmány”; 
Peres, “Petty Offences”; Szabó, “Legal Reform Efforts”; Szabó, “A külügyi szolgálat szervezésének”, and 
“A konzuli bíráskodás”; Szivós, “Das freie Vorbringen”, and “Az írásbeli polgári per”, and “A perelhúzás”, 
and “A szóbeliség és közvetlenség”.

14  Marjanucz, Antal, Vajda, A Szegedi Tudományegyetem és elődei.
15  Antal, Balogh, “A Jog- és Államtudományi Kar”; Korsósné Delacasse, “Rechtsanwälte in der 

Rechtsgeschichte”, and “Kajtár István és a pécsi”; Lehotay, “The story of the Lutheran Law Academy”; Nagy, 
“Adalékok Ujlaki Miklós”; Pétervári “A magyar alkotmány- és jogtörténet-tananyag”; Sáry, “The history of 
the Eperjes (Prešov) Law Academy”.

16  Bónis, “A glosszátorok és a quaestio”, and “Egy középkori jogtudós”; Cs. Herger, “Párhuzamok jogi 
kultúránk”; Szabó, “Jogi fanatizmus”; Révész, “Szladits Károlynak”; Szabó, “Die juristische Bildung”.
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in Hungarian legal history though not decisively from the side of intellectual history. 
However, there is exception from the legal philosophers.17

It is not surprising that in connection with criminal law, there is a reasonable overlap 
with the other popular field of research, i.e., the interwar18 and post-war period,19 it is true 
even if in this year there was no monograph published on the eras. However, there were 
even three volumes on the press and media, whose trials are usually the markers of the 
beginning of a more severe oppression by the state or leaders, especially in the interwar 
period.20

Volumes, chapters of books and articles from universal or 
comparative legal history

The topics of universal legal history deeply rely on the facilities of the scholar, i.e. 
the availability of the resources, ex. being so old and forgotten,21 therefore it is a great 
achievement that in 2022 there are so many works, both volumes22 and chapters23 or 
papers24 dealing with international issues. Certainly, the aim of universal or comparative 
legal history differs from that of the national one, yet it is of great importance to broaden 
the horizon of the scholars and the readers as well. The level of reception, determina-
tion or the similarity between and by legal systems is always controversial, yet there is 

17  Tóth, “A jogállamiság fogalmának”, and “A jog történetiségéről”.
18  Bathó, “Challenges of legislation”, and “Future of the Law”, and “Hagyomány vagy reform”; Drócsa, 

“Az államellenes bűncselekmények”, and “Rendtörvények”; Kelemen, “Az első világháborús különleges 
jogrendi”, and “A háború hatása”; Lehotay, “A Miskolci Ügyvédi Kamara”; Szabó, “The Constitutional 
Development”, and “The Legacy of the Habsburg Empire”; Völgyesi, “A Regnum Marianum-eszme”. For the 
journal articles: Drócsa, “President becoming political convict”, and “Szálasi Ferenc sajtóperei”; Hollósi, 
“Hungarian System for the Nomination”; Képes “Lemondás, trónfosztás, halál”.

19  Gosztonyi, “Aspects of the History of Internet”; Horváth, “A Népköztársaság Elnöki Tanácsa”; 
Máthé, “Közjogi felhatalmazások”; Schweitzer, “«Alkotmányunk van!»”; Tóth, “Statutory Regulation on 
Capital Punishment”.

20  Gosztonyi, A velünk élő történelmi cenzúra, and Cenzúra Arisztotelésztől a Facebookig; Petrás, 
Schlachta, Slachta Margit.

21  László, “A királyi jog elemei”; Szabó, “Verweise auf das Naturrecht”.
22  Beke-Martos, Összetett állammodellek; Cs. Herger, Kajtár, Összehasonlító európai alkotmány- és 

Jogtörténet; Gedeon, Halász, The Development of European and Regional Integration; Kelemen, Az igazgatás 
szolgálata; Nagy, Béli, A jog kulturális holdudvara; Sáry, Lectures on East Central European Legal History.

23  Beke-Martos, “Az Amerikai Egyesült Államok”; Diószegi Szabó “Hungarian-Byzantine relations”; 
Heil, “Svájc, a kantonok szövetsége”; Gedeon, Halász, “European and Regional Integration Concepts”; 
Képessy, “Csehszlovákia vagy Cseh-Szlovákia?”; Komáromi, “Alapvető konszenzus és közvetlen 
demokrácia”; Matla, “A «Siete Partidas» alkalmazása”; Schvéd, “A hatalmi egyensúly és a királyi előjog”.

24  Cs. Herger, “A 17. századi protestáns természetjogászok”; Kelemen, “A birodalom utolsó próbatétele”; 
Képes, “Svédország és Norvégia”; Liktor, “«Iustitia est regnorum fundamentum»”, and “«Consummatum 
est» Négyszáz éve történt”; Matla, “A Costa-i szokásjogi iskola”; Nagy, Matla, “The Characteristics of 
Common Law Research”; Sáry, “The Emergence of the Idea of Religious Freedom”; Schvéd, “The balance 
of power theory”; Tussay, “A patriarchális érvelésmód”; Urbán, “The Grandfather-Clause in Oklahoma”.
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not any legal system that exists in vacuum25 even if it is really difficult to investigate 
because it is on the periphery of law, yet still be a norm,26 or if it determined by unique 
social effects.27 Anyhow, sometimes comparison seems l’art pour l’art it helps to uncover 
relations let them be imaginary though. Thus comparison is always a great intellectual 
challenge.

Book, chapters and articles in private law

The above mentioned reception is even more dependent on the social-economic set-
tlement of the given country in private law, because society and economy just cannot 
change so swiftly as politics. However, there is a certain motion in private law as well 
especially when the parties get married or make contracts.28 Law of marriages has been 
a popular topic in Hungary from some years and it was not differently in 2022 also. 
Besides a monograph,29 there were several chapters30 and articles31 as well.
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