
Contents

Editorial
Andrzej Jakubowski, Alicja Jagielska-Burduk	 9

Guest Editorial
Evelien Campfens, Surabhi Ranganathan
Colonial Loot and Its Restitution – 
Current Developments and New Prospects for Law	 12

Interview
Alexandra Xanthaki talks to Evelien Campfens, 
Surabhi Ranganathan, Andrzej Jakubowski, 
and Alicja Jagielska-Burduk
Colonial Loot and Its Restitution – 
the Role of Human Rights	 21

General Articles
Oluwatoyin Sogbesan, Tokie Laotan-Brown
Reflections on the Customary Laws of Benin Kingdom 
and Its Living Cultural Objects in the Discourse 
of Ownership and Restitution	 29
Carsten Stahn 
Beyond “To Return or Not To Return” – 
The Benin Bronzes as a Game Changer?	 49
Paul P. Stewens, Nussaïbah B. Raja, and Emma M. Dunne
The Return of Fossils Removed Under Colonial Rule	 89
Elke Selter
Returning the Gods to the People: 
Heritage Restitution in Nepal	 115
Karolina Prażmowska-Marcinowska
Repatriation of Indigenous Peoples’ Cultural Property: 
Could Alternative Dispute Resolution Be a Solution? 
Lessons Learned from the G’psgolox Totem Pole 
and the Maaso Kova Case	 135



6

N
r 
2

 2
0

2
2

 (8
)

Agnieszka Plata
The Aboriginal Shield from the Collection 
of the British Museum: A Case Study 
from the Perspective of Recent Developments	 159
Naazima Kamardeen, Jos van Beurden
Law, Provenance Research, and Restitution 
of Colonial Cultural Property: 
Reflections on (In)Equality 
and a Sri Lankan Object in the Netherlands	 181

Debuts
Ruida Chen
Healing the Past: Recovery of Chinese 
Cultural Objects Lost During the Colonial Era	 207
Andreas Giorgallis
The Potential of the US Courts to Adjudicate 
Restitution Claims Involving Colonial Cultural Objects	 231

Varia
Anaïs Mattez
Ethnonationalism 
and Cultural Heritage Law in Myanmar	 263
Grzegorz Mania
Legal Scenarios for Borrowing in Electronic Music	 291

Country Reports
Sebastian M. Spitra 
Austria Approaches Its Colonial Past: 
Prospects of a New Restitution Law 
for Cultural Objects	 307
Marie-Sophie de Clippele, Bert Demarsin
Pioneering Belgium: Parliamentary Legislation 
on the Restitution of Colonial Collections	 323
Lauren Bursey
Colonial-Looted Cultural Objects in England	 341

Contents



7

Xavier Perrot
Colonial Booty and Its Restitution – 
Current Developments and New Perspectives 
for French Legislation in This Field	 355
Robert Peters
Dealing with Collections from Colonial Contexts: 
Current Developments in Germany	 371
Emiline Smith, Rucitarahma Ristiawan, and Tular Sudarmadi
Protection and Repatriation of Cultural Heritage – 
Country Report: Indonesia	 383
Jos van Beurden
Hard and Soft Law Measures for the Restitution 
of Colonial Cultural Collections – 
Country Report: The Netherlands	 407
Neil G.W. Curtis, Steph C. Scholten
Repatriation from Scottish Museums: A Short Report	 427
Nadia Rostam
The Protection, Ownership, and Return 
of Cultural Property: A Surinamese Law Perspective	 443
Karolina Kuprecht
Colonial Loot and Its Restitution – 
Country Report: Switzerland	 457

New Books
Editorial Note
Cultural Heritage Law Books Published in 2022	 473

Appendices
International Law Association, Committee on Participation 
in Global Cultural Heritage Governance
Final Report – Executive Summary 
and Recommendations
Lisbon Conference (2022)	 482
Diāna Bērziņa
“Trafficking Transformations” Project	 492

Contents


