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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

We are delighted to present you with the first English issue 

of the new biannual Santander Art and Culture Law Review 

(SAACLR).The publication of this journal was initiated in 2015 

as a part of the project: Creating and Managing an Interdiscipli-
nary Legal Journal Dealing with Culture-Related Issues, an indi-

vidual grant of the Santander Group awarded to the Kazimierz 

Wielki University in Bydgoszcz within the Programme Santand-

er Universidades. The main objective of this project is to dis-

seminate innovative research relating to current problems aris-

ing from the intersection of law, culture and cultural heritage. 

The SAACLR is addressed to scholars, practitioners, non-gov-

ernmental organizations, public authorities and policy mak-

ers dealing with legislative approaches to the protection and 

management of cultural heritage. The journal is also aimed at 

students within a broad range of disciplines which encompass 

or touch upon the vast number of issues referring to art, cul-

tural heritage and law. Each odd-numbered issue of SAACLR 

is published in Polish and each even-numbered issue is issued 

in English. The contributions published in the Polish issues also 

include the summary and keywords in English. 

Each issue is divided into eight sections: interviews, re-

search articles, commentaries, varia, debuts, cultural heritage 

law and policy, events and conferences, and book reviews. The 

first section of the present issue includes an interview with 

Grażyna Kulczyk, one of the most important art collectors 

in Poland and patron of a number of cultural and artistic ini-

tiatives. The interviewee addresses the issues of management 

and curatorship of a private art collection. She also reveals her 

plans to establish the first private museum of modern and con-

temporary art in Warsaw.
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The second section of this issue is dedicated to the leading theme: the role 

of international law in the protection of cultural heritage in the event of armed 

conflicts and/or terrorism. The eight contributions in this section explore the va-

riety of problems relating to the current threats to cultural heritage. The images 

of destruction and pillage of many cultural sites, including those which enjoy pro-

tected status under the World Heritage Convention, have outraged the interna-

tional community. Moreover, a renewed series of recently published reports has 

connected the looting of antiquities, or more precisely illicit excavations, to ter-

rorism. In particular, there is credible evidence that trafficking in looted artefacts 

plays a significant role in the funding of Daesh (ISIL). In response to this worsen-

ing situation, various legal and technical measures aimed at preventing the inter-

national circulation of ‘blood antiquities’ are now being discussed. Taking this into 

account, Leila A. Amineddoleh in her article analyzes the ethical considerations 

with respect to the role of public institutions and private collectors in counteract-

ing the illicit transfer of cultural objects and providing asylum to such materials. 

In turn, the articles by Derek Fincham and Alessandro Chechi discuss domestic 

legal measures aimed at preventing and prohibiting illicit art trafficking. The next 

article, by Alberto Figerio, deals with the controversial topic of humanitarian in-

tervention aimed to halt the intentional destruction of cultural heritage. The two 

following contributions by Kristin Hausler and Andrzej Jakubowski explore the 

current legal regime governing the responsibility of states, non-state actors and 

individuals for serious violations of international cultural heritage obligations. Fi-

nally, Jaspreet K. Sandhar discusses the topic of cultural genocide in Tibet, while 

Carlos Jaramillo examines the problems of memory and post-war transitional jus-

tice in Cyprus.

The third and fourth sections include other articles not connected with the 

leading theme of this issue. In particular, Budislav Vukas and Katarina Peročević 

deal with the process of establishment of a cultural policy in Croatia since 1990, 

and Uwe Scheffler, Dela-Madeleine Halecker, Robert Franke and Lisa Weyhrich 

discuss the issues surrounding evidence in art-related criminal cases, while Karol 

Dobrzeniecki presents the history of scales as symbols of metaphysical judgement 

in Netherlandish paintings. 

The fifth section is dedicated to debuts by postgraduate and doctoral stu-

dents. We present an article by Alice Lopes Fabris from the Universidade Federal 

de Minas Gerais (UFMG) and Belo Horizonte (Brazil) on the topic of military neces-

sity under the 1954 Hague Convention. In turn, the sixth section contains two short 

contributions presenting the private law aspects of cultural property owned by Pol-

ish public institutions (article by Monika Drela) and a summary of criminal threats 

to cultural heritage in Poland (comments and chronicles by Olgierd Jakubowski).
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The two final sections provide reports on select cultural heritage confer-

ences held in 2014-2015, as well as a book review. Importantly, this part of the is-

sue includes an invitation for the conference entitled The Return of Cultural Goods 
within the European Union – Implementing the Directive 2014/60/EU, co-organized by 

SAACLR and the Research Team of the project “HEURIGHT – The Right to Cultural 

Heritage – Its Protection and Enforcement through Cooperation in the European 

Union”, and a call for papers for the forthcoming issue of SAACLR devoted to the 

topic of the movement of cultural objects within the European Union. 

Last but not least, we would like to acknowledge the work of many peo-

ple involved in the preparation of this issue. We are very grateful to the authors 

of individual articles who replied to our call for papers and generously prepared 

their contributions. We would like to thank the reviewers of this issue for their 

most thoughtful and precious feedback. We are all indebted to the entire team of 

SAACLR for language revisions and meticulous editorial assistance.

We encourage you to contact us if you wish to reply to the call and submit a pa-

per, or just to express your opinion regarding the usefulness or content of SAACLR 

(saaclr@ukw.edu.pl). 
Alicja Jagielska-Burduk & Andrzej Jakubowski

Editorial


