EDITOR’S NOTE

This issue of Terminus is a continuation of the previous one (No.
2/2016) and it is also dedicated to women’s writing, mostly from the
16"-18™ centuries.

Agnieszka Kotlinska-Toma’s paper presents an interpretation of
Euripides tragedy, Alcestis. The drama was very popular in the early
modern period. Its reception in Polish literature is discernable chief-
ly in the works of Jan Kochanowski. Hence the interpretation of the
title character seems crucial for understanding later modifications of
this ancient story. The author analyses Alcestis’ activities in the con-
text of such notions and questions as filia (‘love’), being a wife, tak-
ing care of children, and foremost, womanly aristeia, or good repute
(eucleia). They are collated with the attitude of her unmanly husband
Admetus and his failure as a man.

The second paper, by Irena Kosiorowska-Majka, analyses repre-
sentations of women in Silesian medical texts from the 17" and 18"
centuries. The author indicates the changes that took place in the so-
cial position of women, who according to some male authors were not
only fit to be wives and mothers, but could also perform major roles
in medicine. These medical texts reflect an evolution in the active
presence of women in early-modern Silesian society. Corresponding
with this paper is Jakub NiedzwiedZ’s review of a recently published
book by Meredith K. Ray Daughters of Alchemy (Cambridge (MA),
London, 2015). The study discusses Italian women who conducted
scientific experiments and wrote about women’s right to scientific
and intellectual activity in the 16™ and early 17" century.



XII Editor’s Note

In the next paper, Krzysztof Obremski engages in a polemic
with Andrzej Staniszewski (cf. Nieobecna “ksigzka biatogtowskiego
konceptu”... [The absent book “penned by one of the fairer sex”..],
Terminus, vol. 16 (2014), issue 2 (31)) on the validity of introduc-
ing women’s texts into the old-Polish literary canon. An example of
a work “penned by one of the fairer sex” in this issue of Terminus is
a poem by Anna z Mycielskich Radziwillowa (1722-1771), edited by
Dominika Fesser.

I wish you pleasant reading
Jakub NiedZwiedZ



