Editor’s note

The current issue of Terminus contains a chapter from an as yet
unpublished work: Z dziejow staropolskiej oprawy ksigzkowej (On
the history of old-Polish bookbinding), by the late Anna Lewicka-
-Kaminska, a brilliant Polish historian of the ancient book. The mag-
num opus of this outstanding expert on the craft of bookbinding still
awaits publication of the complete text. Thanks to Dr Jacek Partyka,
who edited and prepared for print one of the nine chapters of this
voluminous typescript (B] Przyb. 32/80), we can now present you
with a fragment of this erudite text.

The aforementioned chapter, entitled Dzieje rzemiosta introliga-
torskiego (The history of the bookbinding craft), is here published
in two parts. The first one concerns the shaping of the book block
as well as the making and tooling of the covers with incised or em-
bossed ornamental designs. It also discusses the basic ornamental
elements and schemes together with finishing tools. The second part
further explores the subject of book bindings (e.g. the ornamental
designs on the spines, bosses, book shrines) and contains historical
information on the development of the bookbinding profession.

The third paper, contained in this issue under “Dissertations
and Essays’, is also concerned with the history of books. Magdalena
Komorowska has analysed Polish postills dated 1550-1699, paying
special attention to the editorial frame and typographical design.
The author has thoroughly investigated how editorial conventions
of Bible commentaries changed over the course of history and raised
a number of interesting questions concerning the shape of editorial
patterns as well as their complex background.



XII Editor’s note

The “Reviews” section contains Wojciech Ryczek’s penetrating di-
scussion on an anthology: Kazania pasyjne (Passion sermons) edited
by Janusz Gruchata and Kazimierz Panus, published last year.

May this read be an enjoyable a fruitful one!

Magdalena Ryszka-Kurczab



