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Already at the end of the 1920s, in addition to the outstanding sovietological2 
studies conducted by Poles, there was a criticism in Poland of the nascent total 
ideology o f  G e r m a n  n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t s, i.e. N a z i s m (Nazism, as 
an ideology built on the combination of German nationalism with features spe-
cific only to the Germans and socialism, should not be generalised and referred 
to other nations than Germany of that era).

In Poland, the belief that Nazism was a threat to the peaceful development of 
Europe was born. Moreover, it became clear to Poles that preserving our nation-
al identity was tantamount to denying not only Soviet Bolshevism but also Na-
zism. In this situation, especially in Polish literature of conservative-national and 
Catholic orientation at the same time, a critical discourse against Nazism arose. 
Its most valuable aspect was that it took place b e f o r e  t h e  H o l o c a u s t – 
that is why it surpasses all Western criticism of Nazism after World War II in its 
ethical dimension. The paradox is the widespread lack of knowledge about its 
existence in the world and its absence on the forum of world discourse. 

A certain scope of Polish criticism of Nazism is contained in the bibliogra-
phy of sources presented below (not complete). It contains scientific and popular 
science works (in the case of the National Thought – journalistic): dissertations, 
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articles, the author’s and collective monographs, brochures and studies that criti-
cise German National Socialism. 

I collected the following bibliography as a result of a search of various Polish 
archival resources from 1918–1939. It includes magazines published in Kraków, 
Lviv, Vilnius, Warszawa, Poznań and other centres of Polish intellectual life. 
They include: Ateneum Kapłańskie (a monthly magazine of professors of the 
Włocławek Theological Seminary); Kultura i Wychowanie (until 1939 the Pub-
lisher was the General Board of the Society of Secondary and Higher Education 
Teachers); Kwartalnik Pedagogiczny (a magazine of the Pedagogical Section of the 
Association of Christian-National Teachers of Common Schools); Miesięcznik 
Katechetyczny i Wychowawczy (a letter from the Association of Diocesan Circles 
of Prefect Priests: Lviv–Warsaw); Muzeum (Lviv); Prąd (a letter from the Associ-
ation of Catholic Academic Youth “Odrodzenie”); Przegląd Powszechny (Jesuits – 
Kraków); Przewodnik Społeczny (Poznań); Philosophical Yearbooks of the Catholic 
University of Lublin; Scientific Papers of the Catholic University of Lublin (KUL); 
Yearbooks of various dioceses; Ruch Katolicki (the body of the Catholic Action in 
Poland); Myśl Narodowa (a weekly magazine); Diaries from various conventions 
and congresses. The sources also include books, brochures and offprints from 
various publications.

An attempt to summarise3 the Polish current of criticism of Nazism before 
1939 leads to the following picture. In the writings of the Polish humanists, Ger-
man National Socialism (Nazism) was a socio-political movement, combining 
the features of socialism and nationalism; a mass movement, intended for the av-
erage mental level, broad, reaching in its means from monarchism to Bolshevism. 
It was characterised by racism, anti-democracy, the idea of Germanicism and 
materialism – which undermined elementary forms of humanitarianism. This 
criticism is dominated by the conviction that all nationalistic ideals in Germa-
ny come primarily from great philosophers (mainly Johan G. Fichte and George 
W.F. Hegel); that these thinkers “shaped the spirit and mentality of the German 
nation and pushed it on the paths of nationalism and politicalism”4: nationalism 
concerns the attitude of the individual to the nation, and politicism – the attitude 
of the individual to the state. Alongside Hegel’s philosophy describing/creating 
the “spirit of the nation”, the following are pointed out: Pan-Germanism, the idea 
of community, the instrumental use of religion transformed into a pseudo-reli-
gious religion and science “at the service” with the important role of eugenics. 
Nazism was served by new ideals and methods of upbringing with collective and 

3   I am enclosing here a shortened version of a part of my chapter entitled “Polish Current of 
Criticism of Totalitarianisms” published in a collective work. See: Janina Kostkiewicz, “Polski nurt 
krytyki totalitaryzmów”, in: Pedagogika. Podręcznik akademicki, eds. Zbigniew Kwieciński, Bogu-
sław Śliwerski (Warszawa: PWN, 2019), 167–176.

4   Paweł Tochowicz, “Zasady wychowawcze nacjonalizmu i politycyzmu”, Ateneum Kapłańskie 
39 (1937), 153. 
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leadership qualities – homogeneous in school and youth organisations and the 
media. National Socialism also created a new ethic proclaiming that the good is 
what benefits the State. An individual may act according to his own conscience 
in his own affairs, but when it comes to the affairs of the nation and the state, t h e 
v o i c e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  s h o u l d  b e  s u p p r e s s e d5.

As far as the roots of Nazism are concerned, the question arises: what hap-
pened in Germany to the cosmopolitan environment of Frederick the Great in 
the 18th century, which idolised French language and literature? What awakened 
the aggressive “Germanic spirit” and escalating the claim to world domination? 
One of the themes is the Napoleonic Wars and the defeat of Germany at the Bat-
tle of Jena in 1806 – this is where the idea of German domination in the world 
matures. It is claimed that the greatest role was played by Fichte, who in 1808 in 
Berlin announced the Addresses to the German Nation, which became the gospel 
of their nationalism. No philosopher has ever flattered a nation like him. Fichte 
created a theory of nationalism, in which the national character is revealed in the 
originality of the products of his spirit: language, literature, art, science, beliefs 
and economic life. Fichte’s thesis that “language constitutes a nation” carried the 
message that the spirit of the nation that created such a language must be origi-
nal; such a nation is a “super-nation”. Fichte was thus recognised as the founder 
of cultural nationalism, and Hegel as the founder of the foundations of political 
nationalism6. They were completed by: a) the grim idea of “Germany’s destiny” 
to be a dominant nation, which was combined with an idea (taken from the Song 
of the Nibelungs) of a lack of understanding of its greatness7; b) visions of an ideal-
istic philosophy c o n s t r u c t i n g  the world from selected ideas; c) political the-
ses about the artificiality of division between Prussia and Germany; d) the theses 
about the borders of the German state, which allegedly has the right to reach 
where German speech sounds. 

The above package of absurd assumptions for Polish intellectuals is comple-
mented by criticism of the situation of religion in Nazism.  The main message 
of Polish criticism in this area was summarised in the thesis: in view o f  t h e 
d r e a m s  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  G e r m a n  n a t i o n, r e l i g i o u s  c o n -
t e n t  m u s t  b e c o m e  s e c o n d a r y. Shortly before Hitler came to power, Fa-
ther Stefan Wyszyński (later Primate of Poland) wrote about the religious chaos 
in Germany in Prąd magazine and decided that it was created on purpose. He 
regretted that the German bishops are asking questions about fidelity: to whom 
do they owe it? To Christ or to the earthly homeland? Karol Koniński emphasised 
that one often hears that German religiosity begins where Christianity is dying 

5   Ibidem, 157; Jan Rostworowski, “Nacjonalizm, jego uprawnienia i etyczne granice”, Przegląd 
Powszechny 157 (1923), 97–116. 

6   Tochowicz, “Zasady wychowawcze nacjonalizmu…”, 154–156. 
7   Konstanty Michalski, Nieznanemu Bogu (Kraków: Koło Studiów Katolickich, 1936), 13–14.
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out. He regretted that the Germanic mythology, with its self-administration of its 
own race, wanted to remove crosses from rural roads as unworthy of the German 
cult of strength8. Polish critics of Nazism stressed that its vision in the 
German artists w a s  a n t i - C h r i s t i a n: “in the place of the cross there would 
be a sign of the swastika, in the place of Christian love – honour and heroism; in 
the place of the universal Church there would be a new, German religion”9. This is 
no longer Christianity – it is pantheism, and it is more dangerous than atheism10.

The Nazi r e f o r m  o f  s c i e n c e  also took part in building Nazism. In the 
opinion of Polish intellectuals it has primarily lost the sense of objective truth. 
In Poland, before 1939, it was written that German science had gone into the 
service of Nazism. A particularly questionable area of science was racial research 
supported by eugenics. The ideas that were behind Nazism were racism and ra-
cial research, then fashionable in Europe. Racism was considered to appear be-
fore National Socialism and very dangerous. Father Konstanty Michalski wrote 
about it in the following way: it is from “psychological anthropology, human race 
and blood that the myth is born in Germany in which the whole mission of the 
German nation is to be summarised”11. According to Konstanty Michalski, Karol 
Koniński, Stanisław Podoleński and others, Alfred Rosenberg played the most 
creative role in creating racism. It was written that in Der Mythus des 20 Jahr 
(1930), Rosenberg created the myth of blood understood as the new German re-
ligion, the national faith. Its content was reduced to pseudo-scientific evidence 
that Aryan blood is what will overcome and replace the old Christian sacra-
ments12. However, Rosenberg himself could not give this myth a messianic aura, 
as Ernst Krieck managed to do according to Polish critics. He brought to racism 
the messianism borrowed from the Slavs, while at the same time depriving it of 
its Christian character13.

Parallel to the criticism of racism there was a c r i t i c i s m  o f  a n t i - S e m i -
t i s m. The enormity of German anti-Semitism was incomprehensible in Poland. 
Attempts were made to indicate some of its moral or economic reasons, how
ever in none of the Polish scientific journals d i d  G e r m a n  a n t i - S e m i t i s m 
f i n d  a n y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and all the reasons were considered inadequate 
to its scale. A n t i p o l o n i s m  was considered a permanent and constantly ex-
panding element of Nazism – criticism of Nazism not only brings spectacular 
examples of it, but also reveals the mechanisms on which it was built: lies about 
Poles, unjustified claims to Polish lands, deception and frauds in current contacts.

8   Karol L. Koniński, “Logika swastyki”, Przegląd Powszechny 197 (1933), 305–306.
9   Michalski, Nieznanemu Bogu, 28.
10   Andrzej Niesiołowski, “Religia spólnoty narodowej. U źródeł narodowego socjalizmu”, Prze-

gląd Powszechny 219 (1938), 10–24.
11   Michalski, Nieznanemu Bogu, 28.
12   Koniński, “Logika swastyki”. 
13   Michalski, Nieznanemu Bogu, 28.
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The criticism of Nazism in the bibliography of sources published below was 
consistent and deep. Polish conservative, national and Catholic writings criti-
cised the whole spectrum of ideas on which Nazism developed. This criticism 
speaks of the insignificant role of Adolf Hitler, it strongly exposes the fact that the 
Germans did not recognise their guilt for World War I. In the opinion of Polish 
critics, Nazism was not created by the agitated genius of Hitler, he only h e a d e d 
a  “ t e a m”  r e a d y  for ruthless work in the name of Deutschland über Alles.
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