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Abstract

The article analyzes the architectural peculiarities that are common for residential space of theological educational institu-
tions led by the Christian churches of the Byzantine rite, as based on the example of the architectural and space-planning
organization of the Lviv Theological Seminary of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, outlines the major factors that preva-
ilingly influence the formation of theological seminary residential space, and provides recommendations for designing re-
sidential buildings, dining rooms and facilities for sports and recreation within the general residential space of theological

educational institutions.
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1. Introduction

For around forty years of the post-war period, the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church (UGCC) was banned by the Soviet to-
talitarian regime. Some of the UGCC churches were ruined,
others were transferred under the control of different de-
nominations, seminaries and academies were closed, priests
and theologians were persecuted or did underground work.
No wonder that such circumstances were not favourable for
high-quality theological education and preparation of priests.
The educational infrastructure of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, along with educational buildings and temples, was
irretrievably lost.

The revival of theological education and theological institu-
tions became possible only after Ukraine had acquired its in-
dependence and the activity of the UGCC had been restored.
Usually, the period of church revival witnesses the problem
of providing newly built temples with young well-educated
priests. Consequently, the necessity of building new theolog-
ical educational institutions becomes topical. At this stage, it
is crucial to establish a balanced theological and educational
structure of the seminary type [1], which would most effec-
tively perform the function of theological education, as well
as the function of ensuring all conditions for the spiritual and
daily living of its students.

Today, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church plays an impor-
tantrole in the social and political life of Ukraine. New temples
are being built and local perish communities of many cities,
towns and villages are constantly growing. The theological

and enlightening mission of the Church should
be based on well-educated human resources,
the qualitative preparation of which goes far
beyond the educational programs that go in
line with the complex challenges of the mod-
ern Ukrainian society. It is also required to
change significantly the approaches to archi-
tectural, space-planning and functional organ-
ization of theological educational institutions
and introduce the advanced technologies into
the process of their design, construction and
engineer maintenance.

The current article is the first one to provide
the detailed analysis of the problem of cre-
ating a comfortable residential space within
theological educational complexes and pro-
vide real-life recommendations for its project
design. The building complex of the most
recently constructed Ukrainian centre of the-
ological education at Khutorivka Street in Lviv,
which houses the Lviv Theological Seminary
and the theological faculty of the Ukrainian
Catholic University, serves as the basis for the
research.

2. The purpose of this publication
The purpose of the research is to analyze the
architectural features that are common for

* Prof. D.Sc. Ph.D. Viktor Proskuryakov, Head of the Department of Design of Architectural Environment Design of the Institute of

Architecture at Lviv Polytechnic National University (Lviv, Ukraine)

74 **Rostyslav Stotsko — Ph.D. Candidate of Architecture (Ph.D.), Ph.D. candidate of the Department of Architectural Environment De-
sign of the Institute of Architecture at Lviv Polytechnic National University (Lviv, Ukraine), e-mail: rostyk03031967@gmail.com

residential space of theological educational institutions led by
the Christian churches of the Byzantine rite in Ukraine, outline
the major factors that prevailingly influence the formation of
theological seminary residential space, highlight the modern
tendencies of space-planning structure and aesthetic decora-
tion of residential buildings, facilities and spaces of theologi-
cal seminaries, and provide recommendations for designing
residential spaces of theological educational institutions in
Ukraine.

3. The analysis of recent researches and publications

The architecture of theological educational institutions in
Ukraine has been researched by a wide range of scholars,
including architects, art historians, historians, priests, and
theologians. Among them, it is necessary to emphasize the
contribution of scholars from the National University “Lviv
Polytechnic” V. |. Proskuryakov, a PhD, and R. Z. Stotsko,
a PhD candidate, [1][2][4], who study the development of the
building architecture that is peculiar for theological educatio-
nal institutions of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. The
scholarly architect O.l. Zhovkva explores the principles of
architectural and space-planning decisions of the Orthodox
theological educational institutions in Ukraine, as well as the
architecture of the modern Ukrainian protestant educational
institutions. The architecture of monasteries, which can also
be defined as the centers of theological education, has been
researched in the scholarly works of L. Ya. Chen. The scho-
lar B. M. Khikhlach researches the architectural complexes of
the Basilian monasteries that were common in Podillya region
back in the XVIII century. Oleksand Lesyk, a PhD and a profes-
sor of architecture, investigated the historical and architectu-
ral features of the Volyn region monasteries.

The architecture of theological school buildings in Ukraine is
inseparably connected with the sacred architecture in gen-
eral. There are numerous researches dedicated to the topic.
For instance, Yaroslav Taras researches the sacred wooden
architecture in Ukraine of the X-XXI centuries; R. Halyshych
describes the Ukrainian church architecture and the monu-
mental and decorative art of the foreign communities [5];
H. Yurchyshyn and Ya. Kravchekno delve into the role of the
church ensemble in the space-planning organization of the
Hutsul settlements back in the XVII-XX centuries; O. O. Lesyk-
Bodnarchuk studies the topic of the professional architectural
activity within the temple construction process in the Volyn
region [9]; Yu. |. Kryvoruchko investigates the theological
foundations of the sacred architecture [6]; M. B. Yatskiv ex-
plores the principles of light organization in the church envi-
ronment; V. |. Turchyn studies the bearers of traditions in the
sacred architecture of Ukraine [10]; R. Hnidets describes the
genesis of dome structure in the Ukrainian church architec-
ture; B. S .Cherkes researches the traditions and self-identity
in the contemporary Ukrainian church architecture; S. Linda
works on problems of the contemporary sacred architecture
development in Ukraine; Yu. Ya. Dubyk explores the sacred
architecture restoration; V. Yarema researches the church
building process in the Western Ukraine; H. Shevchuk ex-
plores the church building constructions; M. M. Obidnyak

works on the problems of national identity in
the contemporary church architecture; A. S.
Ivchenko describes the most famous temples
in Ukraine; the problems of theological and
educational space organization were studies
as well by the scholar L. O. Shuldan.

Apart from the scholarly architects, these
were historians and theologians who dedi-
cated their researches to the questions dea-
ling with the Ukrainian theological schools.
Among them, we can name the following
figures: M. Prystay, who researches the hi-
story of the Lviv Greek Catholic Theological
Seminary; V. Rozhko, who delves into the hi-
story of the Orthodox theological institutions
in the Volyn region back in the X-XX centu-
ries; |I. Mytsko, who describes the activity of
the Ostroh Slavic, Greek and Latin academy;
O. Hrytsiv, who is famous for the research of
Y. Slipyi life path; M. Marusyn, who studies
the process of preparing priests in Ukraine;
M. Marynovych, who investigates the idea
of self-identity and mission of the Ukrainian
Catholic University [2]; Ye. Asker, who explo-
res the topic of theological education and the
modern epoch; M. Eterovych who describes
the role of the Ukrainian Catholic University
for the Church and the society; F. Diord, who
focuses on the idea of the Catholic Universi-
ty; T. D. Kochubey, who researches the theo-
logical schools in Ukraine from the historical
point of view; V. A. Voynalovych, who is fa-
mous of studying the theological educational
institutions; the father Mykola Lahodych, who
explores the topic of theological education in
Ukraine, its modern state and perspectives
for development; V. O. Balukh, who answers
the topical questions of religious studies and
theological thought; I. L. Sidanich, who works
on theological and pedagogical aspects of
education of children in the schools of the
independent Ukraine; Hanna Yermak, who
focuses on peculiarities of theological and
moral education of youth in educational insti-
tutions of the Orthodox Church at the south of
Ukraine back in XIX- early XX centuries.

4. The main part

Theological educational institutions of semi-
nary type combine two functions, which are
(1) theological-educational and (2) housing.
The close integration of both functions is
a peculiar feature of educational process in
these institutions. Theological and educatio-
nal processes are actively conducted not only
in temples, classrooms or libraries, but in
residential buildings of students as well, be-
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cause theological education is a notion that goes beyond the
limits of time and space [1].

Educational process in a theological seminary presupposes
that students and senior priests reside on the territory of an
institution. It is advisable to design such residential buildings
following the style of a monastic settlement. Residential com-
plex of a theological seminary should meet a range of theo-
logical-educational and housing requirements. Unlike secular
educational institutions, where dormitories for students might
be located at a few kilometers distance from the main edu-
cational space, residential buildings of a theological seminary
should border directly with a temple, chapels, libraries and
learning classrooms. A residential building complex should be
separated from main educational spaces by other construc-
tions or recreational areas (an administrative building, a dining
hall building, a recreational and sports area, etc.).

The major factors that influence the architectural and space-
planning organization of a seminary residential building
are the following: (1) calculation of the required quantity of
residential and complementary buildings; (2) spatial and vi-
sual connection with a seminary temple; (3) availability of
an internal chapel; (4) arrangement of residential rooms for
senior priests and confessors; (5) shortest routes to librar-
ies, gyms, dining halls; (6) availability of welfare and ame-
nity spaces [3]. ill. 1 and ill. 2 visualize the Lviv Theological
Seminary design at Khutorivka Street (architects: Ye. Datsys-
hyn, Yu. Horalevych, R. Stotsko, O. Khamar, Yu. Verkhola).
The project design presupposed construction of a residential
building in the shape of a semi-circle behind the educational
and administrative complex and the seminary temple, which
would be connected with other complexes with the help of
covered walkways [4]. Such a location and shape of a resi-
dential building corresponds to the main requirements for
a theological seminary, which are the following: a residential
building closes a part of the seminary territory and creates
an inner courtyard; a seminary temple is easily viewed from
bedrooms, recreational areas and a chapel; a chapel of the
residential complex is located at the same axe with the tem-
ple; from the rooms of senior priests and confessors, one can
easily view the inner courtyard, the temple and the territory
adjacent to the temple; corridors of the residential buildings
are connected with the academic complex, the sports com-
plex and the dining hall.

The chapel of the Lviv Theological Seminary
residential building is designed and constru-
cted in the center of the building at the same
axe with the temple. The sanctuary is semi-
circular and its stained glass windows are
directed at the temple. The external part of
the chapel has a semi-cylindrical shape, an
access balcony, and a domed top (ill. 3). The
chapel is adjacent to a large recreational hall
and is separated from it by a sliding glass par-
tition, thus, the spaces of the chapel and the
hall might be united in case the necessity ari-
ses. Therefore, the option of conducing more
large-scale liturgical services in the chapel of
the residential building becomes possible. At
the backward facade, the recreational hall is
semi-cylindrical in its shape and has a terrace
balcony and an exit to the outside (ill. 4). Thus,
the residential building has a walk-through
near the hall and the chapel in the direction of
the temple and the seminary garden.
Bed-sitting rooms (so called sections) for
seminarians are located on the two floors of
the residential buildings and are suitable for
a varying quantity of students. As based on
the specificity of the theological and educa-
tional process, sections for seminarians are
divided into three types: (1) bed-sitting room
for three persons (ill. 5); (2) bed-sitting room
for two persons (ill. 6); (3) bed-sitting room for
one person (ill. 7).

A section for three persons is suited for semi-
narians of the first and second years of study-
ing. A section for two persons is given to
seminarians of the third and fourth years of
studying. Meanwhile, students of the sixth
year of studying and those who work on their
diploma papers live in sections for one person.
Bed-sitting rooms were designed at the rate of
7 m? for one seminarian (residential area) and
3-4 m? of supporting area (a corridor, a ward-
robe, and a bathroom). In the design of the sec-
tion for three persons, bathrooms are divided

Ill. 3. Residential building with the chapel (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

Ill. 4. View on the residential building from the garden (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo

of the author

into a toilet (includes a toilet and a wash basin) and a shower.
The sections for 1-2 persons are equipped with bath/shower
combinations (includes a toilet, a wash basin, and a shower).

Bed-sitting rooms for senior priests are designed at each
floor of the Lviv Theological Seminary residential building.
They are located on both sides of the chapel and have an exit
to the main hall. ill. 8 presents the interior of senior priests’
room. In the Lviv Theological Seminary residential building,
right next to the sections for seminarians and senior priests,
there is a living section for the rector, which includes a ward-

robe, a living room, a work-room that also
serves as a library, a bedroom, a kitchen, and
a bathroom [2].

The Lviv Theological Seminary residential
building is supposed to house 200 seminar-
ians and, therefore, has the following sections:
16 bed-sitting sections for 3 persons; 16 bed-
sitting sections for 2 persons; 20 bed-sitting
sections for 1 person; one chapel; 4 bed-sit-
ting sections for senior priests and confessors;
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Ill. 5. Bed-sitting room for 3 persons (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

Ill. 6. Bed-sitting room for 2 persons (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

Ill. 7. Bed-sitting room for 1 persons (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

lll. 1. View on the Lviv Theological Seminary complex (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo
of the author

lll. 2. North-western facade of the Lviv Theological Seminary complex (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street
in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

Ill. 8. Bed-sitting room for senior priest and confessor (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo
of the author
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lll. 9. Scheme of the canteen and the cafeteria location within the theological seminary building (building complex of the Lviv Theological

Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

2 bed-sitting sections for deacons; 2 computer classrooms; 2
welfare and amenity rooms; an electrician workshop; a switch-
board room; a plumber workshop; a carpenter workshop;
an inventory room at the chapel; a clothes repair workshop;
alaundry room; a barbershop; a furniture depository; a supply
and maintenance manager workshop. All welfare and amenity
spaces are located at the semi-basement floor.

All theological seminaries in Ukraine and abroad provide
food and beverage for seminarians, senior priests and con-
fessors, lecturers and maintenance staff. Seminary canteens
are divided into two types: canteens of the full circle of food
preparation and canteens that use semi-finished products. All
Ukrainian seminaries have canteens of the full circle of food
preparation. The Lviv Theological Seminary is not an excep-
tion and apart from the canteen it suggests the students to
visit a cafeteria for 25-30 people. The location of the canteen-
kitchen complex within a theological seminary (ill. 9; ill. 10)
is determined by a range of factors: a canteen (kitchen) com-
plex should be located in the direct proximity to the residen-

tial building and should be connected with it
with the help of a corridor, a hall or a covered
walkway; a canteen complex should be lo-
cated at the complex periphery from the side
of a household building; technological spaces
(kitchen) should not form the main complex
facade; there should be convenient access
ways to technological facilities; during the
process of canteen and kitchen design, all
sanitary and epidemiologic norms, envisaged
by the normative documents, should be taken
into account.

Explication of the canteen and the cafeteria
location scheme:

(1) church; (2) administrative and educational
building; (3) canteen complex; (4) cafeteria;
(5) residential building; (6) sports complex; (7)
household building; (8) access ways; (9) main
entrance.

Ill. 10. Canteen building, as integrated into the Theological Seminary building complex (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at

Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

Ill. 11. Main dining room interior (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

Ill. 12. Cafeteria interior (building complex of the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author

The specificity of the educational process and the spiritual life
in a seminary determines the range of peculiarities to be con-
sidered during the process of designing a canteen. Architects
dealing with the design project of the Lviv Theological Semi-
nary divided the areas of food consumption into the following
ones: a dining hall for seminarians; a dining hall for lecturers
and administrative staff, and a dining hall for maintenance staff.
The main dining hall for seminarians is designed as based on
the following functional requirements: the whole space of
a hall should be as much visually accessible as possible (i.e.
columns, pillars, piers, etc., should be avoided); the satisfacto-
ry level of the dining hall acoustics should be ensured with the
help of necessary calculations of ceilings, walls, window aper-
ture and other constructions. ill. 11 and ill. 12 show the interior
of the main dining room and the interior of the cafeteria.

While designing the kitchen working spaces, architects took into
account the fact that their square should be twice larger that
the square of the main dining hall for seminarians. The working
spaces for the kitchen of the full circle of food preparation inclu-
de the following composing parts: a cold kitchen department,
a hot kitchen department, a pastries manufacture department,
afinal processing department, a greens processing department,
a bread cutting room, a canteen dish washing room, a cooking

battery washing room, a food waste storero-
om, a packing materials storeroom, a charging
room, a chief’s office, a wardrobe with a sho-
wer, bathrooms, a room for maintenance staff,
a dry-food storeroom, a clean-linen storeroom,
and a dirty-linen storeroom. The cafeteria for
25-30 people is located at the ground floor of
the administrative-educational building near
the main entrance. Next to it, there is a room
for meetings of seminarians with their parents,
who can spend some time in the cafeteria. The
cafeteria is served by a small final processing
department with a sink.

The educational process and recreation of
seminarians include an active participation
in physical education and sports. Therefore,
the design of the seminary residential en-
vironment presupposed the construction
of a sports complex, which would be con-
nected with the residential building with the
help of a covered walkway. At the same time,
the sports gym is designed not to have win-
dows directed at the inner courtyard, where
the temple is located. The outdoor sports
grounds of the seminary are separated from
the inner courtyard by the residential build-
ing, which serves as the noise protection.
Moreover, the project design presupposed
a fast and unimpeded passage to the first-aid
post and the sanitarium (ill. 13).

Explication of the sports complex scheme:
(1) gym; (2) supporting rooms; (3) pitch; (4)
gymnastic sports grounds; (5) grand stands;
(6) basketball (volleyball) court; (7) tennis
courts; (8) residential complex; (9) adminis-
trative-educational building; (10) first-aid post
(sanitarium); (11) covered walkway; (12) in-
ner courtyard.

Ill. 13. Scheme of the sports complex and the outdoor
sports grounds location within the Theological Seminary
territory (building complex of the Lviv Theological Semi-
nary at Khutorivka Street in Lviv)/ Photo of the author
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lIl. 14. Main fagade of the Lviv Theological Seminary building complex/ Ukrainian Catholic University [Electronic Resource]. - Mode of access:
URL: http://ucu.edu.ua/ — Title from the screen

While designing the indoor sports facilities (sports com-
plex) of the Lviv Theological Seminary, architects adhered to
the following list of rooms and the correlation between the
square and the quantity of seminarians: a gym — 250 m? per
100 people (but no less than 400 m?), a locker room — 25 m?
per 100 people (there should be arranged two rooms that are
equal in size); a bathroom with showers — 20 m? per 100 peo-
ple (there should be arranged two bathrooms with showers
adjacent to the locker rooms); an instructor’s office — 10 m?
per 100 people; a room for coaches — 20 m? per 100 people;
a sports equipment storeroom — 25 m? per 100 people; an
area with seats for spectators — 35 m? per 100 people; a clean-
ing inventory store — 5 m? per 100 people; an air ventilation
chamber — 15 m? per 100 people.

To ensure the possibility of the full-fledged physical educa-
tion and the active leisure time at the theological seminary
territory, a pitch with a running track and tribunes, a basket-
ball (and a volleyball) sports ground and two tennis courts are
being constructed (ill. 13). ill. 14 depicts the main facade of
the Lviv Theological Seminary building complex. Left to the
main entrance, there is a canteen building complex and right
to it you can see a sports complex. Both the canteen and the
sports complexes are the inseparable components of the in-
tegrated residential space of a seminary and make it as much
convenient, comfortable and functional as possible.

Conclusions

Architectural and space-planning organization of the residen-
tial area that is peculiar for theological educational institutions
of seminary type is significantly different from dormitories of
secular institutions, academies and universities. First of all,
residential buildings, facilities and spaces of theological insti-
tutions are designed following the example of a monastery.
The major factors that prevailingly influence the architectural
and space-planning organization of the theological seminary
residential space are the following: (1) calculation of the re-
quired quantity of residential and complementary buildings;
(2) spatial and visual connection with a seminary temple; (3)
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availability of an internal chapel; (4) arrange-
ment of residential rooms for senior priests
and confessors; (5) shortest routes to libraries,
gyms, dining halls; (6) availability of welfare
and amenity spaces. The conducted research
has proven that the residential environment of
the Lviv Theological Seminary at Khutorivka
Street in Lviv, fully corresponds to the modern
requirements that are set for the organization
of education, recreation and accommodation
and can serve as an example to be followed
during the process of designing new theologi-
cal and educational complexes in Ukraine.
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