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The Eastern Zone of the Przeworsk culture –  
and what it comprehends

Abstract: In phase B1, and very prominently – in phase B2 of the Roman Period, tribal groups of 
the north-eastern territories of the Przeworsk culture displayed a number of characteristic regional 
elements. These elements are mostly seen in female outfits that become much richer and more 
varied than elsewhere within the Przeworsk culture territory. The features specific for the Eastern 
Przeworsk Zone, like e.g., a very high frequency of dress elements made of copper alloys, would be 
largely the effect of mutual relations of these people with communities of the Wielbark culture from 
Eastern Pomerania. Though outwardly only ethnographic, this specificity of the material culture 
may have deeper underlying causes, since starting with phase B1, there is evidence of two basic 
types of Eastern Przeworsk cemeteries. In both cases, the women’s grave furnishings display gen-
eral Eastern Przeworsk characteristics. In cemeteries of the first group weapon graves disappear 
already in early phase B1. These cemeteries fell out of use before the end of phase B2 and reflect 
the full, or nearly full withdrawal of the ‘Przeworsk’ community from that area. The second group 
form Przeworsk cemeteries with ‘standard’ weapon graves. From phase B2/C1 on, the Wielbark cul-
ture newcomers continued to use many of these cemeteries. Many of them were then continuously 
used from phase B2/C1 by the Wielbark culture newcomers. It appears that a part of the Przeworsk 
population from the Eastern Zone probably joined Gothic (Wielbark) tribes then moving south. Re-
cently many brooches recognized traditionally as definitely ethnographic markers of the Przeworsk 
culture (types Almgren 43 and Almgren 129) have been registered in the western provinces of now-
adays Ukraine. However, these finds are already much more numerous than those from the ‘core’ 
territory of the Przeworsk culture – for the time being, this phenomenon seems to be inexplicable.

Keywords: Eastern Zone of the Przeworsk culture, Roman Period, cemeteries, brooches, weapon 
graves

The material culture of tribal groups which occupied a large area in Central 
Europe from phase A1 of the Late Pre-Roman Period until phase D1 of the 
Migration Period – or, from the second century BC until the first half of the fifth 
century AD – is known to archaeologists as the Przeworsk culture (recently see 
e.g., Godłowski 1985; 1992a; Dąbrowska 2003; Mączyńska 2003; Andrzejowski, 
Kokowski, Leiber 2004; Andrzejowski 2010; Maciałowicz 2016; Kontny 2016; 
Rodzińska-Nowak 2016; older literature there).
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In phase B1, and very prominently – in phase B2, a culture previously quite 
uniform in its archaeological outlook obviously starts to differentiate. This is 
evidently more than anywhere else in its eastern, or – to be more precise – north-
eastern territories, today, areas in north and east Mazowsze (Mazovia), and south 
Podlasie (Podlachia), to the east of the Vistula and to the north of the Wieprz 
River (Fig. 1).

This material culture recorded in this settlement zone, one that I propose to 
call the Eastern Zone of the Przeworsk culture (Andrzejowski 2001a; 2001b; 2010, 
73–75, fig. 18; 2019, 228–230, fig. 2; Kontny 2016, 167–168; cf. Okulicz 1965a; 
1970; Dąbrowska 1981; Godłowski 1985, 62–66; 1992a, 30) – Eastern Przeworsk 
Zone for short – displays a number of characteristic elements. I have discussed 
them before, on many different occasions, so let me only recall them in brief.

The dissimilarity of the Eastern Przeworsk Zone is the most apparent in 
women’s outfits, which become much richer and more varied than elsewhere in 

Fig. 1. Przeworsk (a) and Wielbark (b) culture sites well-dated to phase B2, with approximate 
range of the Eastern Przeworsk Zone (after Andrzejowski 2019)
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the Przeworsk culture territory and include a very high percentage of copper 
alloy elements, or almost fully consist of bronzes and brasses. Next to standard 
forms brooches, dress pins and metal belt fittings we find a large quantity of 
bracelets (Andrzejowski 1994a; 2001a, 71–74, fig. 13), worn in pairs; these, next 
to ordinary plain bracelets, include a local type Kamieńczyk1 (Andrzejowski 
1994a, 320–321, figs. 5–7; 2001a, 72–73, fig. 13) (Fig. 2), and shield-headed 

1 The type had been distinguished and introduced by Teresa Dąbrowska (1981, 48, fig. 3).

Fig. 2. Distribution of plain (green) and type Kamieńczyk (red) bracelets within the Przeworsk 
culture area (after Andrzejowski 2001a)
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bracelets of the Pomeranian type 
(Andrzejowski 1994a, 321–322, figs. 8 
& 9; 2001a, 73–74. Cf. Blume 1912, 64–
71, figs. 78–88; Wójcik 1982; Cieśliński 
2016, 246 (here as snake-headed); 
Beliavets, Przybyła, Voroniatov 2018, 
174–176, fig. 8) (Fig. 3). Found very 
often in graves are the remains of glass 
bead necklaces; however, cremation, 
which is dominant, if not actually the 
only form of the burial rite, reduces 
the likelihood of the survival in the 
archaeological record of complete 
necklaces of glass and amber beads2 
and smaller items of jewellery (like 
pendants and S-clasps; Andrzejowski 

1997, 109–113, fig. 8; 2001a, 70–71, figs. 11 and 12; Madyda-Legutko, Rodzińska-
Nowak, Zagórska-Telega 2010) made of silver and gold and copper alloys.

The group of brooches is dominated by variants principally made of copper 
alloys (Dąbrowska 1981, 47; Andrzejowski 2001a, 61; 2019, 228). The Eastern 
Przeworsk Zone is one of the centres of the occurrence (and presumably, of the 
production) of eye brooches of the Prussian series (Andrzejowski 2001, 61–62, figs. 
2 and 3; Andrzejowski, Cieśliński 2007, 282–286, figs. 4–6. Cf. Pfeiffer-Frohnert 
1998; Twardo 2003; Mączyńska 2004, 213–215, maps 3 and 4, annex 3; 2011, 
25–27, fig. 8) (Fig. 4). (This clear image has recently been slightly blurred by 
two mass finds of the Prussian series brooches: one of some 200 specimens from 
the Roman town Augusta Vindelicorum (Augsburg) in Raetia3, and another one 
of ca 60 specimens from a Przeworsk culture settlement at Sójkowo in Kujawy 
region4 – both are equally hard to understand, however, due to different reasons.) 
This zone is also the source of origin of two groups of brooches that are, positively, 
a marker of the local fashion; I mean the late strongly profiled brooches, type 
Liana 5 (Fig. 5), and the forms derivative from strongly profiled brooches, Mazowsze 
variant (Dąbrowska 1995, 1998, 151–153, figs. 2–4; Andrzejowski 2001a, 64–65, 
figs. 6 and 7; Andrzejowski, Cieśliński 2007, 289–292, figs. 11 and 12)5 (Fig. 6); 

2 See e.g., necklaces from Nadkole 2 in eastern Mazowsze preserved as a number of burnt or 
melted glass lumps (Andrzejowski 1998, 64, pl. CXV). The only beads to survive are the melon-shaped 
beads made of quartz ceramic (recently Höpken 2003; see also Born 1975).

3 Personal comm. from Martina Pauli, Bayerische Landesamt für Denkmalpflege. Cf. Bakker 
2002, 263–264, fig. 3; Voß 2007, 7, fig. 2; 2008, 343–346, fig. 1.

4 Personal comm. from Ireneusz Jakubczyk PhD, Institute of Archaeology, University of Warsaw.
5 The most recent analysis remains unpublished (Andrzejowski 2009, 243–262, pls. 5.1–5.15, 

annex 5).

Fig. 3. A unique shield-headed bracelet of 
Pomeranian type forged of iron, found in 
a Przeworsk culture cemetery at Kołacz, 

eastern Mazovia. Photo R. Sofuł
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furthermore, mixed forms of Almgren’s group II and group IV (Olędzki 1986; 
Andrzejowski 1994b; 2001a, 64–65, figs. 4 and 5) (Fig. 7). Also observed, and 
this despite the common cremation rite, is a relatively high frequency of silver 
and gold. These metals are used either as decoration of copper alloy and iron 
items (first of all, brooches, decorated with filigree, inlay or repoussé foil; see e.g., 
Madyda-Legutko, Rodzińska-Nowak 2017), or in making personal ornaments 
(pendants and S-clasps; exceptionally, also bracelets)6. 

6 For silver and gold pendants see e.g., Andrzejowski 2001a, 70; Madyda-Legutko, Rodzińska-Nowak, 

Fig. 4. Distribution of eye brooches of the Prussian series within the Przeworsk (red), 
Wielbark (green), and the West Balt (dark and light blue) culture areas  
(after Andrzejowski & Cieśliński 2007 – partly modified). Photo R. Sofuł
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Fig. 5. Distribution of strongly profiled brooches type Liana 5 within the Przeworsk (a), 
Wielbark (b), and the West Balt (c) culture areas (after Andrzejowski 2009 – for the Przeworsk 

culture, partly modified). Photo J. Andrzejowski
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Fig. 6. Distribution of strongly profiled brooches of the Mazowsze variant (incl. Topornica 
variety – e) within the Przeworsk (a), Wielbark (c), and the West Balt (d) culture areas; stray 

finds of either Przeworsk or Wielbark culture brooches are marked in black (b)  
(after Andrzejowski 2009 – for the Przeworsk culture, partly modified). Photo R. Sofuł
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These features specific for the Eastern Przeworsk Zone would be largely the 
effect of mutual relations of the north-eastern Przeworsk culture groups with 
communities of the Wielbark culture established in Eastern Pomerania in the 
broad sense7. This specificity of the material culture, outwardly only ethnographic, 

Zagórska-Telega 2010. For silver S-clasps see Andrzejowski 1997, 110 (and two more items from unpublished 
excavation). For the only silver plain bracelet see Andrzejowski 1994a, 319; Dłubakowski 2005, 93.

7 On the Wielbark culture recently see e.g., Mączyńska 2007; Kokowski 2007, 39–197; 2010; 
Cieśliński 2016; older literature quoted there.

Fig. 7. Distribution of mixed forms of brooches Almgren’s groups II and IV, eastern 
series within the Przeworsk (red), Wielbark (green) culture areas (after Andrzejowski 

2001a – modified). Photo R. Sofuł
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may have a deeper underlying causes. This is because – starting with phase 
B1 – there is evidence in the Eastern Zone of two basic types of cemetery (see 
Andrzejowski 2019, 230–235). In each case, the women’s grave furnishings 
display Eastern Przeworsk characteristics; differently, male burials which show 
significant differences.

In the cemeteries of the first group, burials containing weapons disappear 
still in phase B1, and even earlier, in phase A3/B1, in many graves we find 
only fragments of military gear, according to the pars pro toto principle8. These 
cemeteries fall out of use before the end of phase B2, their possibly ‘Wielbark’ 
episode is always preceded by a break, or by a slender or poorly recoverable 
horizon of the functioning of the cemetery9. It is understood to reflect the full, or 
nearly full withdrawal of the ‘Przeworsk’ community from that given area.

The second group are ‘standard’ Przeworsk cemeteries, with male graves 
containing weapons which are deposited either up to the time that the grave-
site was abandoned10, or to the end of ‘Przeworsk’ episode11. In the latter case, 
we need to take into acc ount unbroken use of that cemetery, and even, during 
phase B2/C1–C1a, the use of the grave-site by both ‘Przeworsk’ and ‘Wielbark’ 
communities (Andrzejowski 1989; 2001b, 108–109, fig. 9; 2007, 233–234; 2019, 
230, fig. 4).

The cemeteries of the first group are not found outside the north-western 
part of the Eastern Przeworsk Zone, where there are almost no cemeteries of 
the second model; the latter are present everywhere in the rest of the Eastern 
Przeworsk territory. Eastern Przeworsk settlement endures until the decline of 
phase B2 and the onset of phase B2/C1–C1a. The youngest reliably dated ‘pure’ 
Przeworsk burials in this area belong to the ‘pure’ stage C1a12 (Fig. 8).

In phase B2/C1, we start to record cemeteries of the Wielbark culture all 
over the territory of the late Eastern Przeworsk Zone (Wołągiewicz 1988, fig. 3; 
Godłowski 1992b, 64–66, map 5; 1994, 73, fig. 3; Kokowski 1999, 184, maps 2 

8 Grave 192 from the cemetery at Modła 2 in northern Mazowsze may serve as a good example. 
Except for pottery, an iron spur, a razor, and an awl or a pin fire steel, it contained three short iron 
rivets presumably from a tang of a single-edged sword, three iron clasps and a clasp with suspension 
ring from a sword scabbard, fragment of an iron shield handle with a rivet, three big iron rivets 
from a shield boss, a small piece of a shield rim fitting made of copper alloy (Andrzejowski 2009, 
171–172, pls. 3.88/192–3.89/192; cf. Grzymkowski 2005, fig. 10). For the phenomenon itself recently 
see Maciałowicz, Woźniak 2015.

9 E.g., cemeteries at Niedanowo 2 (Ziemlińska-Odojowa 1999; cf. Andrzejowski 2009, 358–377, 
pls. 6.3–6.10; 2019, 230–231, fig. 5) and at Modła 2 (Grzymkowski 1986; 2005; Andrzejowski 2006a; 
2009, 11–237, pls. 1.1–1.5, 2.15–2.10, 3.1–3.155; 2019, 230, fig. 6), both in northern Mazowsze.

10  E.g., neighbouring cemeteries at Kamieńczyk 1 (Dąbrowska 1997) and Nadkole 2 (Andrzejowski 
1998), on the confluence of Liwiec and Bug Rivers in eastern Mazowsze.

11  E.g., cemeteries at Kołoząb 3 in north-western Mazowsze (unpublished: Andrzejowski 2006b; 
2009, 384–393, pls. 6.11–6.26; see also e.g., Tomaszewska 1988; Andrzejowski 2019, 233, fig. 7) and 
Krupice IA in southern Podlasie (Jaskanis 2005).

12  E.g., grave 55 from Stare Załubice on the lower Narew River in eastern Mazowsze (Andrzejowski 2005, 237, 
fig. 8), and grave 1 in stone circle from Rostki in northern Mazowsze (Okulicz 1965b; 1970, 441).
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Fig. 8. Closed finds from the Eastern Przeworsk Zone well dated to the stage C1a. 
1–6 – Załubice, grave 55, eastern Mazovia; 8–18 – Rostki, grave 1 in stone circle 6, northern 

Mazovia (after: 1–6 – Andrzejowski 2005; 8–18 – Okulicz 1965b)
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and 3; Andrzejowski 2007, 232; cf. Belâvec 2016, 390–396, fig. 1) (Fig. 9); these 
may be either newly-established13, set up on the site of a previously abandoned 
Eastern Przeworsk cemetery14, or continue an older grave-field15; taking into 
consideration a known number of the latter it seems rather to be a rule than an 
exception (Fig. 10).

13  E.g., Kłoczew 1 in south-eastern Mazowsze (Balke 1971), Brulino-Koski 1 in south-western 
Podlasie (Kempisty 1968), and Brèst-Tryšyn/Брэст-Трышын in south-western Belarus (Kuharenko 
1980; Belâvec 2007).

14  E.g., Kleszewo 1 on the lower Narew River in northern Mazowsze (unpublished: Andrzejowski 
2009, 397–404; now studied by Marcin Woźniak from Museum of Ancient Mazovian Metallurgy in 
Pruszków, see Woźniak 2016; 2019), Modła, and Niedanowo (for both see footnote 9).

15  E.g., Kołoząb 3 (see footnote 11) and Łajski 3 (unpublished: Andrzejowski 2009, 404–415, pl. 
6.27; 2019, 233, fig. 8) on at the lower Narew River.

Fig. 9. Przeworsk (a) and Wielbark (b) culture sites well-dated to phase B2/C1–C1a; stray 
finds of either Przeworsk or Wielbark culture brooches are marked in black (c)  

(after Andrzejowski 2019)
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The geographical range of the Eastern Przeworsk Zone in the north and east 
is obvious, and corresponds to a culture boundary; in the west, it is understood to 
extend to the Vistula; on the other hand, in the south this range is fuzzy and hard 
to delimit conclusively16. This is because the Eastern Przeworsk Zone is more of a 
culture phenomenon than a closely defined territorial group of this culture.

It appears that a part of the Przeworsk population from the Eastern Zone 
joined the southward Przeworsk wave when it expanded into eastern Slovakia, 
north-eastern Hungary and northern Romania (See e.g., Godłowski 1985, 70–71, 
81–84, 105–106, maps 5 and 6; 1992b, 63–66, maps 5 and 6; 1994; Kozak 1993, 
65–66, map 14; 2008, fig. 81; Kokowski 1999; 2007, maps 4–7). The cemeteries 

16  Cf. spatial structure of the Przeworsk culture settlement in the Lublin region (Kokowski 1991, 
183–188, fig. 88).

Fig. 10. Cemeteries of the Przeworsk culture later used by the Wielbark culture people  
(after Andrzejowski 2019)
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known from Prusiek near Sanok (see e.g., Madyda-Legutko, Rodzińska-Nowak, 
Zagórska-Telega 2009; 2013, 411–416; Madyda-Legutko, Rodzińska-Nowak 2012; 
older literature quoted there), Ostrów near Przemyśl (Lasota, Stempniak 2015), 
and to some extent, Gać near Rzeszów (Hadaczek 1909; Lasota 2011; 2014), 
both in south-eastern Poland, could be the evidence of this shift. This expansion 
started still in phase B2, and only reaches its peak at the beginning of the Late 
Roman Period. Another part of the population probably joined Gothic tribes 
then moving south. Until phase C1a (perhaps C1b?), the Przeworsk population 
remained in place in the eastern part of the Lublin Region, between the Wieprz, 
Vistula and San Rivers, and in a densely settled pocket around present-day Lviv 
(e.g., Kokowski 1991, 186–188, fig. 89; Godłowski 1992a, 31, map 5; Kozak 1984; 
1993; Oniŝuk 2018, 115–138). It seems that the Eastern Przeworsk Zone is a 
reflection of an episode that was part of a major cultural change taking place 
between the first and the third centuries AD between the Baltic and the Black 
Sea. From the perspective of the Wielbark and Chernyakhov cultures, or, in 
another words, of the so-called Gothic circle, this process was noticed a long time 
back by Yurij Kuharenko (Kuharenko 1980, 64–76), and next analysed in-depth 
by Mark Shchukin (recently Ŝukin 2005) and Andrzej Kokowski (e.g., Kokowski 
1999; 2007, 23–226).

New finds recorded recently in Ukraine, mostly its western regions, shed more 
light on this process, although, obviously, we are still far from understanding it 
to our satisfaction. Unfortunately, nearly all of them come from illegal metal 
detecting17. Therefore, we can hardly compare the picture which appears from 
these finds with the results of archaeological fieldwork, or from surface surveys, 
but at least, made by professional archaeologists. Nevertheless, it is worth paying 
attention to two groups of brooches that date to the late phase B2 and to phases 
B2/C1–C1a, in the assemblage of these finds.

The first group are assorted forms derivative from the strongly profiled 
brooches, characteristic for the Eastern Przeworsk Zone – the brooches of 
the Mazowsze variant, and its younger – presumably – variety Topornica 
(Andrzejowski 2009, 252–254, 259, pls. 5.5 and 5.13. Cf. Kuśnierz 2005, 235–237, 
pls. I:C, II:C.E and III:H) (Figs. 6, 11), which lacks an equally strong culture 
identification as the Mazowsze variant. Until recently, only a dozen-odd specimens 
of variety Topornica had been recorded, mostly from south-eastern Poland and the 
border area of Poland and Ukraine. Out of at least 50 brooches from these recent 
Ukrainian finds most were allegedly found in western regions of that country 
(Figs. 12, 13). Their presence seems to confirm the movement through the area of 

17  A large number of such artefacts is auctioned online at Violity. Аукціон дла колекціонерів 
(https://auction.violity.com). Some has been recorded and published by Igor A. Bazhan (see the series 
KSAN. Korpus slučajnyh arheologičeskih nahodok, vol. 1, 5–9, Moskva 2011–2015).
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groups of the Eastern Przeworsk population. Brooches described now as variety 
Topornica are regarded as the forms which later gave rise to the local variant of 
late brooches derivative of strongly profiled forms – type Vojtenki (Levada 2007, 
243–246, figs. 8 and 9, cf. fig. 7:2.6.8.12 – variety Topornica); recently the known 
number of the latter significantly increases due to amateur metal detecting.

Fig. 11. Brooches of the Topornica variant from Poland (1–6) and western Ukraine (7–9). 
1, 2 – Topornica, south-eastern Lublin Region; 3 – Tarkawica, northern Lublin Region; 

4 – Wąchock, north-western Little Poland; 5 – Kleszewo, northern Mazowsze; 6 – Drążgów, 
northern Lublin Region; 7 – Sokal, northern Galicia; 8, 9 – Luck, south-western Volhynia. 

(after: 3 – Kuśnierz 2005; 6 – Kokowski 1990; 8, 9 – Levada 2007).  
Drawn by M. Juściński (1, 2), A. Potoczny (4, 7) and K. Dejtrowska (5)
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On the other hand I cannot explain the presence in western Ukraine of the 
second group of brooches, treated traditionally as definitely ethnographic markers 
of the Przeworsk culture – types Almgren 43 and Almgren 129. The series of 
Almgren 43 brooches is large, the series of Almgren 129 brooches – staggering18 
(Andrzejowski 2017, 426). 

The number of recorded Almgren 43 brooches in total is not too large – ten 
years ago, Magdalena Mączyńska listed just fifty, quite recently Jan Rajtár almost 
doubled this number (Mączyńska 2011, 41–42, fig. 16, list; Rajtár 2018); most of 
them comes from the Przeworsk culture sites19 and from Germanic sites on the 

18  Number of finds given below is valid for June, 2019.
19  Recently the first Almgren 43 brooch was discovered in the northern reaches of the Wielbark 

culture area (Natuniewicz-Sekuła 2018, 236, fig. 2:3). Admittedly, brooch of this type belongs to the 
5th century AD ‘hoard’ known from eastern Pomerania (Mączyńska 2011, 41, 348 F 41, pl. 7: F 41), 
however, the ‘hoard’ itself consists mostly of objects of Przeworsk culture origin (Mączyńska 2011, 

Fig. 12. A set of late strongly profiled brooches of the Mazowsze variant (dark blue) and its 
Topornica variety (red), and the Vojtenki type (green), supposedly from Ternopil Region in 

eastern Galicia (photo after https://auction.violity.com/). Not to scale
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Middle Danube (Fig. 14). (Single finds of this distinctive form has been appeared 
far from its native areas, in the Roman provinces, what in one case resulted in 
an amazing ancient ‘repairing’ of the damaged brooch20 – see Fig. 15). And now, 
from western Ukraine we have gained over forty further Almgren 43 specimens, 
all of them in copper alloy21, some decorated with repoussé gold or silver foil! The 
concentration of their finds in the west of that country did not surprise – at least, 
until we mapped them on our earlier distribution map of the Almgren 43 type and 
noticed that the two zones are separated by a fairly conspicuous zone where their 
finds were recorded in a very small number only (cf. Figs. 14 and 16).

We have a different situation when it comes to brooches of Almgren’s group V, 
series 8, with a rectangular aperture in the bow, classified as type 129. The most 

246–247). Another new finds come from Wandersleben in Thuringia (Walther 2018), Perkowo in 
Kujawy (Kurpiewski, Rakoczy 2015, 2, pl. 2:23), Rankovce in eastern Slovakia (Rákoš 2018), and 
Rakša in northern Slovakia (Pieta, Švihurová 2019, 112, fig. 2:5.6).

20  Head of a copper alloy Almgren 43 fibula with a spring broken off and partly damaged catch-
plate had been joined (probably soldered) with a head of a copper alloy strongly profiled fibula, 
possibly Almgren 84 (cf. Vulić 2007; 2012, 109–110, 129, fig. 3, pl. III:1; see also a poster in: https://
www.academia.edu/5070576/The_southernmost_find_of_Almgren_43_fibula – access 20.07.2014).

21  Iron brooches are missing probably because of settings used by most metal detectorists which 
eliminate this metal. The same applies for Almgren 129 brooches.

Fig. 13. Distribution of brooches variety Topornica known from online auctions (www.violity.
com; status 06.2019) within the administrative regions (область) of Ukraine
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recent lists made by Magdalena Mączyńska (Mączyńska 2011, 58, fig. 25, list 15), 
with additionally, some input from Jan Rajtar (2013, 142–144; 2015, 380–383) 
and Jaroslav Tejral (2015, 45–49, figs. 1–5) for the Middle Danube region, and 
single finds recorded recently (Jílek et al. 2015, 114, fig. 186; Droberjar 2015, 113, 
fig. 11:7; Iwanicki 2015, 113, pl. IV:7; Iván 2017; Tóth 2018)22, add up to a total 
of a little less, or a little over 100 specimens; out of this number, from the terri-

22  Also personal comm. from Barbara Niezabitowska-Wiśniewska (Lublin), Konstantin Skvortsov 
(Kaliningrad), Joanna Zagórska-Telega (Kraków) and Marcin Biborski (Kraków).

Fig. 14. Distribution of brooches type Almgren 43 (after Rájtar 2018 – modified).  
Photo after Natuniewicz-Sekuła 2018
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tory of the Przeworsk culture and from 
‘barbarian’ sites on the middle Dan-
ube we have a little over thirty speci-
mens each (Fig. 17). In comparison, the 
group of almost 370 of these brooches 
discovered ‘by accident’ in Ukraine is 
amazing (Fig. 18). All of them, except 
for one silver specimen, are made of 
copper alloy, many decorated with sil-
ver or gold foil. This huge dispropor-
tion in the number of finds recorded in 
these two main regions of occurrence of 
Almgren 129 brooches, with an inter-
vening zone in south-eastern Poland, 
where they are virtually not recorded, 
and finally, the lack of a cultural con-
text for the brooches found in Ukraine 
create a picture that cannot be inter-
preted as yet. Particularly unexpected 
is the virtually absence of Almgren 129 
brooch finds in the source territory of 
the Wielbark culture, complete with 
eastern Mazowsze, Podlasie and the 

eastern Lublin Region, sized by Wielbark people in phase B2/C1–C1a. In the 
light of that almost ten brooches of this type recorded in the territory of the west-
ern Balts must particularly attract our attention23.

There are many more questions, variously detailed that I left out from the 
present discussion. For example, there is the wide distribution range – in Ukraine, 
all the way to the Black Sea – of buckles with a double tongue (Andrzejowski, 
Madyda-Legutko 2013; Bruâko, Dzigovskij, Madyda-Legutko 2018, 32–35, figs. 7 
and 8), and openwork strap fittings24; also, of different forms of brooches with a 
bull-head foot; these forms definitely have a connection to the Wielbark-Przeworsk 
and West Balt zone25. At least eight brooches of mixed form of Almgren’s group II 

23  The Balt lands could be a source area of an Almgren 129 brooch registered at an online auction 
as found on Gotland (http://www.ebay.com/itm/Viking-ancient-3-brooches-fibula-1-2-century-AD-
rare-Northern-Europe-/332230147076; access 12.06.2017).

24  For the strap ends with openwork decoration from Ukraine see Oniŝuk 2018, 158, photo 63:3.4, 
pl. V:7.8; Bruâko, Dzigovskij, Madyda-Legutko 2018, 35, figs. 5:2 and 9–11. Several openwork belt 
plates and strap ends of copper alloy found in Ukraine are known from online auctions only. For 
‘barbarian’ openwork belt fittings see Madyda-Legutko 2009; 2011, passim; 2017, 446, figs. 1:2 and 
3:2; Andrzejowski, Madyda-Legutko 2018, 69, fig. 9:1c.

25  The very one published brooch comes from middle Dnieper area (Magomedov, Kuštan 2002), 

Fig. 15. An ancient ‘repairing’ of an Almgren 
43 brooch, from site Plandište near Cerić, 

Croatia (after Vulić 2012)
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and group IV found in western Ukraine (Fig. 19) evidence both a migration 
from the east-Przeworsk zone and a transfer of the pattern. Distribution of 
such brooches within the ‘pure’ Przeworsk culture area (Fig. 7) shows that this 
movement may lead through the south-eastern part of contemporary Poland.

Nevertheless, in the light of what we know at present, the following facts 
become clear:

– the process of the expansion of the Wielbark culture in – generally 
speaking – south-eastern direction was probably much more complicated than 
we used to think; the key to improving our understanding of this process could be 
by better recognizing the archaeological image of western Ukraine at the turn of 
the Early and Late Roman Period;

– the involvement of the Przeworsk element in this expansion in western 
Ukraine calls further fieldwork and analysis; the fantastic burial assemblage 
from Karìv/Карìв near Rava-Ruska – excavated recently by Yaroslav Onyshchuk 

while more than 15 such brooches from Ukraine, mostly from western regions, and one possibly from 
Belarus, were registered in online auctions. For brooches with bull heads recently see Andrzejowski, 
Cieśliński 2007, 292–299, figs. 14–19; Mączyńska 2011, 50–51, fig. 21, list 10; Nowakowski 2016.

Fig. 16. Distribution of brooches type Almgren 43 known from online auctions (www.violity.
com; status 06.2019) within the administrative regions (область) of Ukraine. For the green 

points see Fig. 14. Photo after www.violity.com

27



Jacek andrzeJowski

Acta Archaeologica Carpathica 55 (2020)

(Oniŝuk 2018, 139–182, figs. 14–20, photo 51–68, pls. II–XII) – is a reflection of 
evidently many-sided, transregional contacts kept up by the local communities;

– and finally, a little a side note, there is the question of the protection of the 
archaeological heritage; in a period when illegal metal detecting is unstoppable 
and beyond any control probably everywhere in Europe we cannot sit back and 
watch. Leaving the ethical and legal aspects of the ‘black archaeologists’ activity 
aside, it should be noted that the artefacts they dug up are not illegal per se. 
Therefore, professional archaeology must develop a model for registering and 
studying them.

Fig. 17. Distribution of brooches type Almgren 129. Acc. to Mączyńska 2011, Rájtar 2015, 
Tejral 2015, and Iván 2017, with additions (base map after Mączyńska 2011)

Fig. 19. Distribution of mixed form of brooches Almgren group II and group IV known from 
online auctions (www.violity.com; status 06.2019) within the administrative regions (область)
    of Ukraine. Photo after www.violity.com                    ►
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Fig. 18. Distribution of brooches type Almgren 129 known from online auctions (www.violity.
com; status 06.2019) within the administrative regions (область) of Ukraine.  

For the green points see Fig. 17. Photo after www.violity.com
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